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-Dedication- 

To those who are called to be Warriors of Light in the Devil's 
playground. 
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-Special Thanks- 

To everyone who reads my work and all their support and 
encouragement 
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-Mission Statement- 

The mission of Monsters Walk Among Us- A Believer's Guide to 

Dealing with the Devil and Monsters Walk Among Us II- The 

Fallacious Maelstrom is to raise awareness to the spiritual forces 

of darkness that rule this fallen world and how they are 

intimately involved in the affairs of humanity. I also introduce my 

readers to the solution to spiritual dilemmas- Jesus Christ.  

My books focus on the largely overlooked spiritual side of mental 

illness and provide knowledge on how to operate in this field 

that it foreign to many. It is not the agenda of either of these 

books to discredit the conventional understanding of mental 

illness but rather to serve as a companion piece to existing 

knowledge.  

We as human beings are made up of three core elements that 

are involved in everything we do-Body, Mind, and Soul. Mental 

illness is not an exception to this reality. 

You can't fix the car with two-thirds of the parts. In our journey 

we will unmask this mysterious third party phantom who is hell-

bent (literally) on our destruction.  
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Monsters Walk Among Us II- The Fallacious Maelstrom is the 

second volume in the Monsters Walk Among Us series and is 

written as a direct sequel to Monsters Walk Among Us- A 

Believer's Guide to Dealing with the Devil. If you haven't yet 

come along with me for the first journey, I suggest doing so 

before embarking on this quest.  

Scenarios from the first book will be heavily referenced and 

revisited during this quest and I'd hate for you to feel like that 

awkward smiling and nodding person at the holiday get-together 

who pretends to understand an inside joke. 
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-Welcome!- 

Hello there! It's good to see you again! Man, it seems 

like just yesterday that we encountered the “God Wannabees”, 

met the Wrecking Ball Operator, and knocked that sinister tower 

to the ground once and for all.  

A Believer's Guide to Dealing with the Devil focused mainly on 

recognizing, understanding, equipping , and overcoming 

demonic influence in the modern day world and how it relates to 

modern day followers of Christ. The Fallacious Maelstrom is 

going to mainly focus on the battlefield between your ears. We 

will taking a second look at common mental illnesses and 

relating this to what we know about demons, the Devil, and their 

malicious intentions for us. Let's get started! 
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-Preface- 

Last year, I authored a book regarding spiritual warfare and its 

prevalence and significance in both the secular world and to 

Followers of Christ. The book was originally intended to be a 

standalone self-help resource, but as I continued my journey in 

this field and expanded my knowledge, I realized that there is so 

much more to share! 

I put all other projects on hold and immediately began work on a 

sequel in late December of 2018 after an encounter with a spirit 

of anxiety. Seeing a demon work in a specific role of destruction 

intrigued me to do more research on mental illness and its 

spiritual aspects. The Fallacious Maelstrom is a compilation of 

my research presented in an easy read format. Oh, and don't 

worry, there is a generous helping of fresh metaphors and 

analogies since I know you enjoyed those so much last time! I 

look forward to picking up where we left off and sharing new 

thoughts and ideas with you.  

Happy reading- Jeremiah Ryan 
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-Introduction- 

The skies are growing darker by the day. Despair, fear, rage, and 

all other monstrosities of emotions twist around our minds like 

thorns on a fence post. Always present and always sinking in 

deeper and injecting black poison into our souls.  

This darkness has now all but blotted out the sun, consuming the 

horizons of our mental battlefield and swirling into a ferocious 

storm. Rain pours down from this intruder pooling everywhere 

and flooding our minds with its sinister influence.  

We smile and laugh on the outside, while behind our eyes, a 

sinister Maelstrom spins. This terror is never satisfied, always 

demanding more of us. It stretches across our mind, stealing, 

killing and destroying. 

This horror wears many faces but its end game is always the 

same- our destruction.  

In this book we will take a journey to the battlefields in our 

minds. We may have defeated the monsters in our last 

adventure and reduced their tower of lies to rubble, but our 

struggle with the spiritual forces of darkness is just beginning.  
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 Chapter 1 

The October Disturbances 

 

he disturbances of October began on a rainy weekday 

morning just like any other. In the late days of summer 

that proceeded the monsters return, my girlfriend, 

Lena, had accepted a second part time job working at a veterinary 

clinic in a neighboring city. This found her waking up many hours 

earlier than myself to leave for work.  

Our dog, Kirby, a feisty female pit-bull terrier, did not 

appreciate her new sleeping schedule and insisted that she be let 

into my bedroom upon Lena's early departures as to sleep on my 

bed, with me, since I did not have to be up for a few more hours. 

Winter darkness had already began its yearly encroaching on the 

daybreak so it was wet, cold, and quite dark outside on the 

morning of the first disturbance.  

After Kirby was let into my room and I had sleepily fought 

off all her attempts to lick my face, we curled up together 

underneath the warms blankets and drifted fast asleep to the 

T 
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peaceful sound of rain trickling down the roof and rattling against 

the metal porch railing outdoors. 

Suddenly, I was jolted awoke sharply to the sound of a 

pounding! Three brisk knocks right in a row! My eyes frantically 

scanned my room searching for the source of this intrusion. I had 

quickly considered thunder as a possible suspect, but the noise 

had been far too precise to be the clumsy randomness of a storm.  

It was almost as if the sound had come from my bedroom 

door. As if someone or something had angrily pounded on it from 

the darkness of the hallway. I reached over to my nightstand, 

smoothly removed my handgun from its holster, and rose. Kirby 

had instantly switched from cute cuddly sleeping dog, to 

defensive protective beast mode. She stood barking and growling 

like crazy, hair raised, teeth bared staring dead at the door. It had 

to have come from the door.  

After calming down my dog I bravely creaked open the 

door and flipped on the hallway lights. Nothing. I crept down the 

hallway, dog beside me, and gun in hand. Still nothing. I found the 

front door to be locked and the living room and kitchen 

undisturbed. Weird.  

With 2018 having started the way that it did, the idea of 

a supernatural perpetrator did cross my mind briefly. I however 

dismissed it, and the knocking sound as nothing to worry about. I 

live in a third-floor apartment building and I often would hear 

noise from the residence that I shared walls/floors with. Perhaps 
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my downstairs neighbors has dropped something or slammed a 

door three times over. 

I climbed back into bed pulling the thick comforter up to 

my neck. My dog curled up at the end of the bed facing the door 

with watchful eyes. Soon we would both drift asleep once again 

to the peaceful rain. 

*Three more sharp knocks. 

This time the noise carried emotion with it. The knocks 

were harsh, angry, and hateful. It was almost as if I could 

physically hear the knuckles of the intruder rapping against the 

press board of my door. Kirby once again sprung up, hair raised, 

growling and snarling. Although there was a clear indication of 

fear in her growls, she was ready to lunge at whatever was on the 

other side of that door. 

I fumbled for my handgun once more, this time fully alert 

and alarmed. I called out to my girlfriend, in case for some odd 

reason she had decided to come home from work and pound on 

my door like a maniac. There was no response. It wasn't her. It 

wasn't anybody.  

I opened the door and let my dog out. She bounded out 

into the hallway growling and searching for the source of the 

noise. I followed her, gun in hand, and performed a second check 

of my apartment. Once again, nothing had been disturbed and the 

front door remained locked. But something definitely had 
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knocked on my door! There was no logical explanation that could 

be made.  

That night, over dinner, I informed Lena about the 

theatrics of the morning. Neither one of us were in any way 

strangers to supernatural events and we both wholehearted 

agreed that this door pounding visitor was of the demonic realm. 

Lena also related to me that she hadn't been sleeping well 

recently. She told me that she had been struggling with an 

overwhelming feeling of dread that seemed to hang in the air over 

our home. She said that if she went to work, she would feel fine, 

but upon returning home, the feeling would creep back up on her. 

She also had experienced a strange dream about a black mass in 

her room a few nights back.  

I had received more than my fill of black dream monsters 

and irrational unexplained fears and emotions for one year, so I 

suggested that we pray together, which we did. 

That night, after Lena had gone to bed, I sat in my room typing up 

a recap of the mornings events to post on my blog. Suddenly, the 

door to Lena's room slammed!  

“Slammed” is used in the most lacking sense of the word. 

If you or I were to throw the entire weight of our bodies into a 

door to slam it closed, that would be minimal compared to the 

raw force that was used in this instance. I'm shocked the press 

board door didn't break to pieces! Obviously, I jumped quite a bit 

and Lena, bless her soul, nearly had a heart attack.  
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After we calmed down from this oddity, we said a quick 

prayer and returned to our respective rooms. We both left our 

doors open. Our mild reaction to an obviously paranormal 

occurrence may seem a tad odd to you if you haven't read my first 

book, and we are just getting to know one another. If you did 

accompany me on our first quest, then you know that a door 

slamming or some disembodied pounding in the morning is child's 

play compared to the horrors of early 2018. 

Everything was quite for a moment and I resumed my 

typing. And then, the silence was broken once more as Lena's 

door slammed again! This was done with even more force than 

before (if that is even possible)! 

Naturally, our reactions were similar as they had been to 

the first occurrence (both being very startled). We joined together 

and prayed once more. Then the night fell quiet and we slept 

soundly (maybe with the lights on, maybe not) with no further 

disturbances.  
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-The 3AM Visitors-  

hings quieted around the apartment after our prayer 

session. It wasn't until on a bleak night, a few days 

before Halloween, that the monsters returned. In a 

dream, I woke up right around 3am. My room had grown very hot 

and I was covered in sweat. Somehow, the furnace had been 

turned up far too high. Sweltering air poured through the vents 

causing the windows to creak and my bed sheets to cling my damp 

skin. 

I immediately found myself unable to move. I was awake 

and aware of where I was, but rendered completely immobile. I 

lay there paralyzed for a moment trying my best to “will” my 

muscles to rise. All I could manage was a minor twitch of the leg. 

When my body loosened up a little and I was able to move, I rolled 

over onto my side, only to be met with a utterly horrifying sight.  

There was something beside my bed. Something so dark 

that it carved out a sinister silhouette even in total blackness (I 

recalled Jane saying something similar about the appearance of 

the smiling specters that often manifested at the end of her bed).  

The humanoid creature appeared to be squatting, its long 

neck extending its head a mere few inches from my own. It's face 

was completely black, like a pit. You may be able to imagine how 

startled I was at the initial moment that I rolled over and came 

T 
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face to face with the ghoul that had been causing all the anomalies 

in my home. I was caught off guard to say the least!  

However, as I stated before, this was hardly my first run 

in with a devil (although that October night did mark the first time 

I had “properly” seen one). It's grotesque appearance made me 

sincerely respect those who have these experiences all the time 

and are still somehow able to force themselves to go to sleep at 

night. 

While I could not make out any facial features of this 

ghostly visitor, I could see movement of some sort in the void of a 

face that stared at me. The darkness almost seemed to be 

swirling. Able now to move my lips freely, I began attempting to 

pray for deliverance. 

The bedside phantom vanished into thin air and I sat up 

straight, tossing the blankets off my steaming body and panting. I 

thought the situation had ended but after rubbing my eyes, I 

discovered that a second serving of fresh-Hell awaited me.  

Standing in the narrow space between the foot of my bed and my 

bedroom door, I could clearly make out four tall figures. From 

what I could tell at a glance, they stood a little over six feet in 

height. Unlike the first one, this group of devils sported no 

distinguishing features. Their bodies appeared almost as black 

smoke or fog. A strange humming sound hung in the air about 

them. 
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A long time ago, during one of my first freedom prayer 

attempts with Jane, she told me that four figures had entered my 

room and stretched their hands over her in an attempt to 

suppress her from praying. In this moment, that memory flashed 

briefly through my mind and I envisioned the two of us sitting on 

my bed in my little West Lafayette apartment. I remembered the 

absolute terror in her voice when she announced the appearance 

of the four colored devils. Perhaps this may have been the same 

bunch of horrors or perhaps it was a fresh batch. 

If you were along with me for the first book, you will recall 

that I have a history of “smarting off” to demons in situations such 

as theses. I had thought I was past this stage of stupidity, but as of 

October 2018, I still for some reason decided that I had something 

to prove to the forces of darkness. I would never recommend this 

recklessness should you ever find yourself in such a predicament 

with the Devil. 

So I did just that- I said something like; “You are absolutely 

pathetic! What, too scared to attack me during the day when I'm 

awake, so you show up here at night while I'm sleeping like a 

bunch of little cowards?” and “I thought you guys were supposed 

to be multiple colors?” 

At any rate, I was about to resume praying when suddenly 

I heard my girlfriend screaming in the bedroom across from mine. 

I jumped off my bed, pushed my way past the monsters (who 

disintegrated like candle smoke) and darted across the hall to 
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Lena's room. Our apartment, outside of my bedroom, was 

freezing cold and a strange blue light of an unknown source 

illuminated it eerily.  

After throwing open the door to Lena's room, a horrible 

sight awaited me. Lena was pressed up against her headboard 

with a look of terror fixed across her face. She wasn't alone in her 

room. There was something in there with her. Something that 

could not be seen, but it's sinister presence stabbed me through 

the chilled air. 

Lena's covers began to rise up from her bed. They were 

denser, darker and longer than they should have been and had a 

liquid quality about them. Thin bony fingers sprouted from the 

covers, grasping through the darkness at her. I dashed over to the 

bed and smacked the “blankets” back down to the mattress. A 

menacing laugh boomed from within them. 

Suddenly, Lena's body began to convulse and her eyes 

rolled back in her head, as people under attack by the demonic 

often experience. Deep inhuman voices began protruding from 

her mouth speaking a language I did not know. Her eyes snapped 

back open clouded over black. I began to pray over her and the 

anomalies receded. The black liquid blanket mass rose once more, 

this time enraged, screaming like a wraith, and reaching for the 

both of us. Then everything went black. 

I woke up from this night terror shortly after that. All was 

quiet and calm in our apartment. The monsters(after having their 
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fun) had run off into the night, no doubt to the home of a nearby 

soul and into their dreams. 

I stayed up for a few hours after this experience, prayed, 

checked on Lena, and watched a few late night documentaries. 

The next evening(after relating the details of the dream to Lena) 

she and I prayed individually over each room of our apartment 

and asked the Lord to prevent any future visitors from bothering 

us. I personally had never done this before, but I had heard of and 

met people who were raised practicing this belief of “anointing 

the home” and regularly did this.  

Lena told me that her family when she was growing up, 

every time they moved, would pray over their new home, 

anointing it, and establishing Jesus as the one and only authority 

over the household. 

And so the disturbances of October ended as abruptly as 

they had begun. We slept soundly every night into the dark winter 

months. No more door slamming or wall pounding from the Devil 

or his minions. However, our encounters with the spiritual forces 

of darkness were just beginning.  



 

 Chapter 2 

Beware the Fear-Monger 

 

o why the 3am theatrics and door slamming? Simple-

Demonic beings hate exposure. They prefer to work 

behind the scenes as puppet masters, disguising 

themselves as simple thoughts, illnesses, chemical imbalances, or 

whatever they can hide underneath. They do not appreciate it 

when you tell someone who is suffering under their control about 

the possible spiritual side of their ailments.  

These spiritual attackers came to me at a time in my life 

where I was actively attempting to further the Kingdom of Christ 

in my small community. Only a week before that first visit from 

the demonic, I had just published the prequel to this book and was 

out distributing it and talking to everyone I could about it.  

The “Jane Story” from the original book was overall met 

with great interest by Christians and Non-Christians alike and 

opened many doorways for me to be able to share the work that 

Jesus had been doing in my life. Also, I was finding that my reset 

S 
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persona served as a testimony all on its own. The Jeremiah Ryan 

who moved away to West Lafayette was not like the Jeremiah 

Ryan who returned a year later. To some, clear evidence of the 

Hand of God.  

As I stated in my previous writing, a major attractant to 

the demonic is doing the work of the Lord and winning souls for 

Him. In fact, I believe this to be the greatest. My reasoning for this 

assumption is due to the overall goal of the spiritual forces of 

darkness. They already know they have been defeated, disarmed 

and condemned and they are pending judgment and eternal 

damnation, so the only thing that they can do now is to try and 

take as many of God's precious children down into the fiery pits 

with them.  

To witness and share the good news of Freedom and 

Hope in Jesus Christ is to operate in direct contrast to the agenda 

of the tyrannical spiritual government that rules this fallen world. 

Thus, once they catch wind of your testimony, they will descend 

upon you, stopping at nothing to shut you up. 

For this reason, effective Christians and Christ Followers 

often become targets for demonic assaults. These attackers vary 

in their strategies and intensities. Certainly not every Christian 

who witnesses to those ensnared by the Devil will wake up in the 

middle of the night with a black figure crawling up their legs. 

Often, the responses from Satan's minions only ever manifest 

themselves between our ears.  
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In the case of the October Disturbances, I believe I was 

being harassed by a spirit(s) of fear. These nasty peons in the 

Devil's hierarchy are dispatched to accomplish the suppression of 

an individual by frightening them into ceasing their work. 

When researching spiritual attacks against Christians, I 

was met with several stories from pastors and missionaries who 

have reported being visited at night by black creatures after they 

had been out in the mission field and led many souls to Christ. 

Many of the stories involved sleep paralysis, violent nightmares, 

and the appearance of dark specters (sometimes with red or 

yellow eyes) who often delivered venom laced warnings detailing 

all of the atrocities that they would carry out if the person in 

question continued talk about Jesus. These stories of demonic 

visits were very similar to what I began to experience when I 

started ministry.  

Spirits of fear don't always just flat out reveal themselves 

and begin slamming doors and pounding on the walls. It all 

depends on the Christian, their knowledge of spiritual warfare, 

and just how many cracks are in their spiritual armor.  

If a Christ Follower fails to guard their heart and mind (as 

we are instructed to in the Bible), and then attempts to reach out 

to the world around them with the Good News of Jesus Christ, a 

spirit of fear may begin to bombard them with thoughts designed 

to stop their ministry. While the spirit of fear that visited me was 

only interested in making me afraid of it perhaps so that I would 
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cease talking about Christ, I believe that the creature more often 

manifests itself into these to ideals-  

1. Fear of Rejection 

2. Fear of Embarrassment 

Most people, secular and Christian, entertain a healthy 

portion of both of these fears all by themselves. A Christian wants 

to be accepted and liked just as much as anyone else. Most of 

humanity devotes an considerable amount of time to wondering 

how they are perceived by others. 

When a Christ-Follower is pondering reaching out to a lost 

soul with the Gospel of Jesus, a spirit of fear may creep inside the 

believer's head and begin to lay out detailed scenarios as to how 

the person in need of Christ is going to respond negatively and 

ultimately think less of the Christian, embarrass them, and not like 

them anymore. The Christian then may feel distraught, 

discouraged, and never bother speaking up in the first place. I 

assume that much of the time, thoughts like these are more than 

sufficient to disarm a believer from being an effective witness.  

Also, depending on the Christian or Christ-Follower, demonic 

manifestation (such as showing up beside ones bed at night) may 

be something reserved as a last ditch effort to silence someone. I 

personally think these flat out reveals serve more as 

encouragement rather than truly frightening experiences. Of 

course, even the bravest Christ Follower would be very startled at 

the appearance of a demonic angel in their home, but afterwards, 
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in my opinion, they have far more of a reason to feel encouraged 

rather than disarmed.  

I always reassure those who have these manifestation 

experiences to keep pressing on with whatever they are doing. 

The appearance of the demonic means that you've ticked them 

off. The only way to tick them off is to be an effective witness for 

Christ. 

Demonic beings have other matters to attend too and other 

people to harass, invade, and destroy, but the fact that they have 

chosen to visit you means that they consider you a great threat to 

their kingdom, a voice of hope in a hopeless world. A voice that 

must be silenced. 
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-When the Mind Games Fail- 

 phrase I often repeat to Christ-Followers who take 

an interest in Deliverance Ministries is this- “Once 

they know that you know, the gloves are off so you'll 

need to be ready.” 

What I mean by this is that as soon as the kingdom of evil 

is made aware that you know of their existence, their mass 

influence over all people (Christians and non-Christians), their 

involvement in all the affairs of men, and that your intentions are 

to oppose these monsters by throwing out as many spiritual 

roadblocks in front of them as you can; ready yourself, because 

they will be coming for you. 

My intentions behind this statement is certainly not to 

frighten anyone out of serving the Lord via Deliverance Ministries, 

but to inform them that this is an area met with a specially intense 

level of resistance from the supernatural authorities of this world. 

To be effective in this field you're going to have to be ready to 

witness and personally experience some really scary supernatural 

stuff! This is certainly not an area of ministry for the lighthearted! 

While every single Christian should be fully aware, alert, and ready 

to deal with the schemes of the spiritual forces of darkness if they 

ever needed too, not every Christian is called by the Lord to be in 

Deliverance.  

A 
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Deliverance Ministries deal directly with the demonic 

powers of this world with Authority in Christ. Thus, because of this 

straightforward approach with the demonic, those in this field 

often experience a straightforward response from the demonic.  

If your ministry is in a field besides Deliverance and you 

are effective at winning souls for Jesus, you will still receive a 

healthy portion of push back from the demonic, but they may be 

(but are certainly not guaranteed to be)more subtle about their 

attempts to stop you-a.k.a mind games. 

-A Visit from Long Ago- 

The Bible cites an example of what a visit by a spirit of fear might 

look like for a believer. 

Job 4: 12-16- “This truth was given to me in secret, as 

though whispered in my ear. It came to me in a disturbing 

vision at night, when people are in a deep sleep. Fear 

gripped me, and my bones trembled. A spirit swept past my 

face, and my hair stood on end. The spirit stopped, but I 

couldn’t see its shape. There was a form before my eyes. In 

the silence I heard a voice say; “Can a mortal be innocent 

before God? Can anyone be pure before the Creator?” (NLT) 
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The book of Job details a celestial contest of sort between 

God and the Devil. Satan is convinced that he can distress Job 

enough to cause him to curse God. God is confident that Job will 

remain faithful. However, after many supernatural tragedies, Job 

remains strong. Eventually three of Job's friends from a nearby 

land come to see him, hearing of his dismay.  

The quote above is from a man named Eliphaz (who I'm 

certain got beat up frequently in high school with a name like 

that). Eliphaz is telling Job of a night terror that he experienced.  

It is my belief that this spirit who visited Eliphaz was from the 

demonic realm and that the message it delivered was intended 

for the ears of Job in order to further discourage him and drive a 

larger wedge between Job and God.  

The spirit continues on asking Eliphaz how he thinks that 

God will judge mankind if He even holds charges against His 

angels. I believe this idea is presented to Job in order to reflect 

God in a poor light. This demon is attempting to paint a picture of 

God as a ruthless tyrant who punishes spiritual and human beings 

“just because” rather than being the loving and forgiving God that 

Job was familiar with. 

The side-effects of being exposed to this spirit are listed 

as fear and trembling. This monster didn't bother to try to get 

inside Eliphaz's head and trick him into doing anything. It directly 

presented itself and stated its business.  
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I would wager that spirits of fear that come for Christ-

Followers who are well educated on demons and their purpose, 

intentions, and abilities, go straight for the throat. Why would 

they clown around with the deception? You're more than likely 

going to recognize any destructive thoughts that they place into 

your head as coming from the demonic, thus pray for deliverance 

and in doing so, stop the monsters in their tracks! 

Deception takes planning and time while manifesting 

themselves beside your bed can be done in a flash (and it is 

disturbingly effective). Even the most confident, bravest and fully 

armored up Christian in the world is going to have unsavory 

feelings about demon faces appearing inches away from theirs in 

the dead of night. It is not unnatural to be unsettled by such a 

terrifying thing and being disturbed by these attacks is not 

reflective on your faith in God. 

Another driving strategic purpose behind these after-

midnight visits by the demonic is to create doubt towards the 

sufficiency of God to protect us. Most Christ-Followers who have 

dealt with the demonic in the past are careful to say a prayer of 

protection before going to sleep since they know that demons 

often come in the night, under the cover of darkness. Yet 

sometimes even with a prayer of protection, spiritual monsters 

still seem to be able to slip under your bedroom door.  

Often Believers who seemingly have all of their bases 

covered and still come under attack, will feel as if their prayer was 
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insufficient, or if there is something between themselves and God 

that would have caused Him to decline protecting them while they 

slept. That is exactly the response the spirit of fear is hoping for! 

Drawing conclusions such as these might cause harm to the 

relationship between the Christian and God.  

My answer to the rather common question as to how this 

could happen is to point the Christian to the beginning chapters 

of Job. Job was an upstanding individual in both the sight of God 

and Man. The Devil couldn't find even a fraction of a blemish in 

Job to exploit. So he did the only thing he could do- he resorted to 

asking God for permission to test Job. God allowed this in order to 

test the faith of Job, Himself. Thus Job, a God-fearing man who did 

not entertain sin in his life became the victim of one of the worst 

spiritual attacks ever recorded!  

While it's unlikely that a neighboring city will invade ours 

and kill all of our animals and families or that fire will rain from the 

skies (as was the case with Job) the same principles apply when it 

comes to God granting permission for His Followers to be tested 

by the demonic. Sometimes, night terrors and spiritual attacks 

that occur in a Christ-Follower's life are of the same origin of the 

experiences Job had. 

Our response however is critical when dealing with a spirit 

of fear. As I stated a few pages back, it is my belief that if you have 

experienced such an episode as described at the beginning of this 

chapter and you have not struggled with spiritual intrusion in your 
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life previously, then you are doing something big. Something that 

is quite damaging to the kingdom of darkness.  

Often the best response to these sad discouragement 

attempts is no response, other than prayer. Demons would like 

nothing more than for you to fear them and crawl into a corner to 

hide thus rendering you ineffective. Also, if you do come under 

spiritual assaults, take great care in how you tell others about your 

experiences. Sometimes, like in the case of our good friend 

Eliphaz, the messages we receive may not be intended for us, but 

perhaps they have been delivered in hopes that we will relate 

them to the intended target. 

One night, during my experiences with Jane, she had a 

dream of black colored monsters burning down my childhood 

home. They then went on to tell her that they would kill me and 

my entire family. Jane was able to prove the authenticity of this 

story by perfectly describing my childhood home to me. She had 

no knowledge of this place, I had never mentioned it to her, and 

she had never seen a picture of it. But yet, the demonic presented 

it to her in a dream as a warning meant to be delivered to me. 

This is why when re-telling stories of spiritual experiences 

I've had, I always begin with the creepy parts of the story that 

everyone wants to hear, but I end with the solution-Jesus Christ. 

Doing this often causes the original intentions of the spiritual 

attack to blow up in the monster's faces. 
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The Fear-monger, as I call the spirits of fear, has visited 

me a few times since that rainy October morning, but I always 

interpret his appearances as encouragement to keep sharing the 

good news of Jesus and doing what I can to further the Kingdom 

of Christ.  

I thought it important to begin this book with a warning 

about the Fear-monger. If you are interested in this ministry and 

are reading with intent of becoming actively involved in 

Deliverance, then beware, the Fear-monger may come to you in 

the night. But pay no attention to him. He has been defeated, 

disarmed, and is awaiting imprisonment in eternal fire that has 

even now, already been prepared. Keep your eyes focused on 

Jesus and exercise your Authority in Christ to crush the skulls of 

the monsters under your bed. 

-We Meet Again!- 

ow, here we are again! Back sooner than I 

expected for sure! After we parted ways at the 

end of our last adventure, I headed out to share 

the things we had discussed with everyone I could.  

It was during these months that I encountered what I 

believe to be anxiety. Not the brain disorder or chemical 

imbalance that you hear/read about, but a sinister demon that 

was made up of nothing but living breathing anxiety.  

W 



Monsters Walk Among Us II                     Ryan                                     

 35 

This caused me to immediately begin research and start 

writing again. In our last adventure we learned about demons and 

devils, how to spot their work, their overall intentions for 

humanity, and how to end their malicious work and presence in 

our lives with the Authority of Christ.  

This time we are going to take a closer look at the specific 

duties of the monsters who walk among us. In this book we will 

dig a little deeper into the identity of our spiritual enemies and 

the different methods of deceit, discouragement, and destruction 

that they specialize in, like in the case of The Fear-monger.  

I'm glad you're back! I hope you brought your armor. I 

have a feeling this journey will prove to be even more perilous 

than the first. Let's begin by returning to a familiar place-the 

spiritual battlefields all around us. The astro-plane where there is 

an ever-raging battle between The Kingdom of Christ and the 

kingdom of darkness. The place where our minds find themselves 

in a constant tug of war between the Forces of Light and the 

authoritarians of this dark world. This is where our first adventure 

began. Are you ready? 
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-The First Sighting- 

he horizon behind our eyes is threatening, gray, and 

swollen, like the skies often appear in the springtime, 

before rain. The peaceful white clouds rush away from 

us, streaking across the sky and to the sea, as if something 

fearsome were pursuing them. A cool wind howls around us 

making the tall prairie grass curl and the ocean howl in anger as it 

crashes into the rocky earth. The nearby trees sway back and forth 

savagely as if to wave warnings to us, telling us to flee. 

At the edge of this seaside cliff, we find ourselves standing 

among the ruins of a great building. Not exactly what one might 

expect to find in a tranquil and relatively undisturbed seascape. 

Something massive once stood on this crumbled foundation 

beneath our feet. You and I recall all too well what structural 

monstrosity once anchored itself to these broken chunks of 

concrete- a tower of horrors and lies built by the monsters that 

walk among us. A tower that was intended to be our coffin. 

It was at the foot of this skyscraper that we confronted 

our demons and with the help of The Wrecking Ball Operator, we 

decimated their foothold within us, knocked their fortress to the 

earth, and sent them screaming back to Hell. We have been freed 

and restored, no longer enslaved to the god of this world or his 

horde of terrors. 

T 
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Electric light flickers from underneath the overcast skies 

accompanied by a soft menacing rumble. Dark clouds begin to 

pool together above us, snuffing out any remaining fragments of 

sunlight. The wind doubles its speed and the clouds break open, 

blasting us with icy rain that feels like tiny needles on our faces. 

The air begins to swirl fiercely above and the ever growing 

blackness dominates the skies. 

Agreeing that it would be best to leave this place, we 

begin to head inland. As you turn to walk away, you notice 

something scribbled in the sand, just beyond the edge of the 

foundation. Oddly, it seems unaffected by the harsh weather. You 

walk over to it and squat down to inspect this strange inscription, 

ignoring the fierce wind and rain around you. You read it out loud; 

 

As soon as the last one of those words leave your lips, the 

ground begins to shake violently beneath us. You topple over, 

grabbing onto a nearby shrub for support while I scurry to find a 

tree to cling to. All at once, the earth opens up all around us! Sand 

pours into the newly formed abyss like a powerful waterfall 

carrying the huge chunks of concrete and metal remains of the 

Matthew 4:16- “The people living in darkness have 

seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow 

of death a light has dawned.” (NIV) 
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destroyed skyscraper along with it. In an instant, all remnants of 

the Devil's tower of horrors are gone forever, triumphantly 

swallowed up by the earth! 

Suddenly, an intensely bright explodes from deep within 

the crater, shooting straight up into the heavens! It's so extremely 

bright even from so far down, that you and I have to look away for 

a moment. The sound of earth moving against itself fills the cliff 

side. Dirt and sand pour down the pit, giving way to a large rising 

object. Something massive is ascending from the gorge! 

The light emerges dramatically from the earth almost 

seeming to spin. You and I find our footing and take a step back, 

unable to believe our eyes. In the very spot where the tower of 

horrors once stood, a majestic Lighthouse has now appeared!  

Its light pours out into the dark stormy skies, slicing through the 

rain, illuminating this world for the first time in our recent 

memory. 

The Lighthouse now stands as a beacon in the exact place 

where the tower once stood as a prison. It shines out bravely into 

the skies and sea, facing the fearsome storm.  

The wind picks up intensely, almost as in response to the 

emergence of the light, as if the dark skies didn't like being 

exposed. You and I try to speak to one another, but the tempest 

is growing so loud that we cannot hear. You motion towards the 

Lighthouse and I nod. It would be best to get out of this storm.  
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I rush through the rain to the large double wooden doors 

and eagerly clamp my hand down upon the knob, spattering it 

with water and mud, twisting it viciously. It's locked from the 

inside! After my unsuccessful attempt, you try as well. Nothing. 

The weather beats down upon us relentlessly. 

In the center of the doors there is an old fashioned 

knocker and below it there is a small inscription laid out in brass.  

“Knock and the door will be opened for you.” 

You and I exchange glances and shrug our shoulders. You 

reach out and use the knocker softly. In an instant the large 

wooden doors swing open! We hurry inside and they close behind 

us, shutting out the dark eye of the storm. You and I immediately 

notice that upon our entry to the Lighthouse, we are instantly dry 

and clean. No rainwater, no mud, no anything.  

The inside of the Lighthouse is a wondrous sight! Oil 

lamps, made of polished bronze are mounted up and down the 

sweet smelling cedar walls, giving off a warm glow. There is a large 

cream colored rug in the middle of the room and rounded 

bookshelves line the walls filled with all sorts of reading material. 

There is a stone fireplace, with a pleasant blaze already lit in it. 

The logs crackle and fill the room with its light and warmth. Large 

cozy leather chairs are placed invitingly in front of the fireplace. 

There are no windows in the ground level room and the 

thick sturdy walls almost mask the sound of the storm entirely. It's 
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so comfortable, warm, and dry, we could picture ourselves 

spending much time down here.  

In the center of the room there a spiral staircase crafted 

out of oak, and freshly painted pure white. Mounted in brass on 

the railing of the stairs is the inscription “To the Mission Field”. 

The parlor is pleasing and almost begs us to sit and stay awhile, 

but our sense of adventure gets the best of us and we find 

ourselves hurrying up the stairs to the observatory to discover 

what this mission field looks like. 

Upon reaching the top of the stairs, we discover a large 

wooden door. We can hear rain beating on the other side 

ferociously. We shrug and proceed to open it. Unlike the parlor 

doors which opened for us, we really have to put our backs into 

getting this upstairs door open! The wind is slamming against the 

other side, trying its absolute hardest to keep us indoors. Finally, 

we overcome the storm and throw open this heavy door.  

Unlike the parlor, the observatory is less than 

comfortable. The circular room is built around the swirling light 

fixture in the center. The windows from which the light shines, 

contain no glass thus the wind drives rain and seawater in, almost 

like the storm is desperately trying to extinguish our light.  

Much to our surprise, the light that nearly blinded us when we 

saw burst from the earth moments ago isn't a high intensity bulb 

as one might expect to find, but rather it’s a simple flame with its 

wick fitted in brass, surrounded by mirrors to augment its 
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radiance. Under the flame is a large glass container filled with 

sweet smelling oil used to fuel it. There are many bronze-cast 

levers and knobs around the base serving as directional controls. 

The whole observatory has been handcrafted, carefully, and 

thoughtfully prepared for us.  

There's something wrong in the sky tonight. The storm, 

which was just kicking up when we went inside the Lighthouse, 

has now taken over the earth and terrorizes it in every direction 

we can see. All the furry of the sea and skies swirl together, 

snaking up from the water to the heavens like a great serpent. 

Lightning flashes and illuminates the sea outlining the silhouette 

of a newly formed colossal Maelstrom.  

The size of the Lighthouse pales in comparison to the 

terror of the Maelstrom and it swirls fiercely above casting a 

shadow of malevolence upon us. Hideous laughter echoes from 

within the rising Maelstrom. There is something evil lurking just 

beyond the dark clouds! Something that is manipulating the 

storm. It's them, the god-wannabees, the monsters that we just 

defeated! They've returned, now enraged and seeking vengeance 

upon us!  

As you look, out at the sinister Maelstrom, you notice 

something on the seas, just beyond the reach of the storm. You 

used the mounted spyglass, wiping rain off of its lens with your 

sleeve to investigate further. It's a small boat.  
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The boat is petite and quite unimpressive compared to 

the rocky sea that it is on and the fearsome Maelstrom. It is 

captained by a single occupant-a young woman. She is struggling 

greatly with the sail as the wind rips and tears at it fiercely.  

Waves continually topple over the sides of her boat, 

slowing pooling on the bottom and creating a weight that draws 

the vessel down into the dark heart of the sea.  

Light from out Lighthouse grazes over the boat and its 

sailor briefly as its spins about. She looks up immediately. The lost 

sailor sees our light! She seizes the mast ropes and begins 

attempting to change her course to the direction that the light 

came from. 

The Maelstrom howls in anger. It's almost as if it too, saw 

our light! You and I begin to get bombarded by frigid rain. Hail 

begins pound down on the roof of the Lighthouse and the wind 

begins to redirect large portions of it in the windows. Shards of ice 

pelt us, clanking against our armor. As we struggle against the 

rage of the Devil, you notice another inscription, similar to the one 

in the that was in the sand earlier. Its cast in brass and nailed to 

the floor. It reads- 
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Your Friend-The Wrecking Ball Operator 

P.S.- Welcome Back! 

 

  

Revelation 12:12- “...But terror will come on the 

earth and the sea, for the devil has come down to you in 

great anger, knowing that he has little time.” (NLT) 
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-A Shortage of Light- 

fter destroying our tower and safely equipping the 

Armor of Light, as Christ followers, we now have 

been given a new assignment.  

In the Age of Grace, Christians/ Followers of Christ are the 

hands and feet of Jesus and the Light of the World. After accepting 

Jesus as our personal Lord and Savior, our mission begins.  

In our analogy of the Lighthouse and the Maelstrom, the 

Lighthouse represents a new creation in Christ. Taking a firm 

stand in Jesus, the old ways of life (the tower from our last 

adventure) are demolished, swallowed up and are no more. 

Instead of being imprisoned in an ever-growing skyscraper of 

fears, we now take up residence in a Lighthouse, serving as a 

beacon to a world lost in darkness.  

A 
Matthew 5:14-15- “You are the light of the world. A 

town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people 

light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on 

its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the 

same way, let your light shine before others, that they may 

see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” 

(NIV) 
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Initially, the light inside burns strongly as it is fed by lamp 

oil. However, it will need to be maintained and will require that 

we constantly refuel it in order to keep the light burning strong.  

As Christ Followers, it is our job to stay at the top of the Lighthouse 

and confront the Devil's Maelstrom head on. We want those lost 

at sea to be able to see our light shining brightly in the distance 

from the cliffs and be able to use it as a beacon to navigate past 

the Maelstrom to the safety of the shore.  

The first level of the Lighthouse is comfortable, warm, and 

appealing. Occupants are seemingly well protected inside and can 

barely hear anything that's going on outside. But tell me, what 

would happen to the light if you and I decided to play it safe and 

only live at the bottom. Simple- it would burn through its fuel 

supply and go out. 

I believe the Lighthouse's of many Christians succumb to 

the darkness rendering them noneffective and worthless. Then 

those ships on the seas, which contain precious souls that the Lord 

directs in the way of the believer, have no light to navigate to and 

they often fall prey to the Maelstrom or smash into the dangerous 

rocks and are destroyed.  

In America we prefer the finer and easier ways of life. We 

don't like being cold, getting dirty, or wet. Far too many of us if 

presented with the option of staying in the lovely warm parlor and 

ignoring the light upstairs and the ships on the sea, would raid the 
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mini-fridge, hop into one of those recliners, put up our feet, and 

see what's on Netflix. 

The problem with this lackluster approach to Christianity 

is that there are desperate souls in need of our help all around us. 

With so very few of the Lighthouses lit, more and more boats are 

unable to find their way and are lost at sea or consumed by the 

Maelstrom every day. Christians, fully suited up in the Armor of 

God are the only earthly resistance to the demonic. And that 

resistance thins by the day. 

You may be thinking “Now hang on! There are at least ten 

churches in my town alone! Virtually everyone I know goes to 

church semi-often! I'm sincerely doubting that there's a 

Lighthouse shortage here, sir.” 

You are correct. In America, Christianity dominates the 

religious fabric of nearly every community. While many churches 

may be packed to the cathedral ceilings with people, a great 

number of them most likely are not fully suited up in the Armor of 

God and their lamps have run out of oil. Regardless, there isn't a 

Lighthouse shortage. There is a light shortage.  

Picture an entire seaside coast packed with thousands of 

lighthouses but only ten of them are actually lit. Then the lit 

lighthouses may have their light blocked by the dark lighthouses 

that are far more common and right in the way. 

Christians have become clumsy and careless. They cling 

to their Helmet of Salvation for protection, completely forgetting 
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that they live in a broken world ruled by the spiritual forces of 

darkness. They sit in the parlor of their Lighthouse, feet up, phone 

in hand, and scroll through Facebook while the world screams in 

pain around them.  

They conform to the world and everything in it, accepting 

and participating in sinful things that they should have no part 

with. They worry more about offending people and what people 

think about them then they do about being the light of the world.  

In Twenty-First Century America, The Hands and Feet of Christ 

(Christianity) have largely been bound by the Devil and his 

demonic angels. With the majority of Christ Followers/ Christians 

rendered ineffective and useless at standing firm against the 

kingdom of evil, the monsters who rule this world run rampant, 

stealing, killing, and destroying everyone and everything in their 

path. 

While nothing pleases the Devil more than a Netflix 

binging, Facebook surfing, oblivious Christian, he doesn't stop 

there and simply let them be. Instead the demonic look for 

doorways into the distracted Christian's lighthouse to resume 

their destructive work, just as they had before, as if the individual 

never had accepted Jesus in the first place! 

Often, before too long, the Christian is right back to being 

under the thumb of the Devil. Defeated, disarmed and useless.  
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The objective of this book is to help equip you with the 

tools that you need to be a radiant beacon in a dark world. In our 

first adventure, we learned about the spiritual world that is ever 

present and actively involved in the affairs of our own. We met 

Jesus, equipped His Armor, and stood firm against the schemes of 

the Devil. We learned how to exercise our Authority in Christ 

against the demonic.  

In this adventure, we are going to hang out at the top of 

our Lighthouse and observe the Devil's Maelstrom. We will 

examine some of the terrors that he unleashes upon those lost at 

sea in our communities daily.  

Our mission as Christians or Followers of Christ is to be a 

light in this dark and evil world. We have been tasked to lead 

others to the Lord, and further His Kingdom. Are you in? Let's get 

started! 

Galatians 5:1- “It is for freedom that Christ has set us 

free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened 

again by a yoke of slavery.” (NIV) 



 

 Chapter 3 

The Curious Aftermath of Armageddon 

 

ast December, while making the four hour long drive 

home from Iowa to Northern Indiana after spending 

Christmas with my girlfriends family, the topic of 

Revelation and the end of days was brought up. Somehow, our 

conversation had drifted from “the efficiency of wind farms” to 

“the end of the world” just to give you a taste of the variety of 

subjects we explore while crossing the endless sea of cornfields 

that is the Midwest. 

At any rate, while discussing the 1000 year Earthly reign 

of Christ that is foretold towards the end of the Bible, something 

jumped out at me that I had very much overlooked in my past 

readings. It had to do with the activity in the spiritual realm 

before, during, and after Armageddon.  

You've probably heard the word “Armageddon” tossed 

around in movies, games, comics, or TV shows or perhaps if you 

grew up in a Christian setting, you heard it mentioned in church. 

L 
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Often Armageddon is referred to as the “Christian doomsday 

scenario” due to its appearance at the end of the Bible. The 

secular world isn't a stranger to entertaining the idea of world 

ending catastrophes (such as the Y2K scare of 1999 or the “2012 

Mayan Calendar Apocalypse”) and generally speaking, the secular 

world does not take the Biblical Armageddon any more seriously 

than the latter. Often, those who believe in these proposed world 

ending scenarios are written off as extremists, conspiracy 

theorists, or religious whack jobs. 

Contrary to popular belief, Armageddon is not the 

Christians version of the end of the world. It's actually the largest 

scale ground offensive that humanity has ever seen. It's a war of 

epic proportions, a battle where the very fate of the planet and 

mankind hangs in jeopardy! The contenders in this mega death 

match are the armies of the world (under the direct control of the 

demonic-Revelation 16: 14-16 ) vs the Armies of Heaven and their 

Leader- The Rider on the White Horse. Armageddon is not the end 

of the world, rather it's the last hurrah of a Godless humanity and 

the sunset of the Age of Grace.  

Revelation 19:11- “I saw heaven standing open and 

there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called 

Faithful and True. With justice he judges and wages war.” 

(NIV) 
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Spiritual warfare moves to the physical realm as the Devil 

and his angels make yet another desperate stand against God. Just 

like the first time they pulled this stunt, countless centuries ago, 

much to their displeasure, they find themselves grossly 

overpowered and are easily defeated. Their human subjects that 

they sent into the battle are completely decimated and fed to the 

birds. (Revelation 19:19-21). The catastrophic outcome of their 

second offensive against the Most High is possibly even more of 

an embarrassment than the first was. 

Afterwards, the Devil and his horde of demonic monsters 

are taken captive by the Armies of Heaven. They are bound in 

chains and tossed into the bottomless pit where there is eternal 

fire, weeping and gnashing of teeth (Revelation 20: 1-3). 

An angel from the Army of the Lord, seals the pit so that the Devil 

and his demonic angels will be locked away from deceiving the 

world for exactly one thousand years.  

Have you ever seen a time capsule be put in the ground? 

Normally there is a ceremony of sort and the capsule is marked 

with a date and instructions to open it a generation later. Just 

picture the Devil and all the spiritual rulers of this world in all of 

their foolish pride and glory being stuffed into a shoe box and 

buried alive. It's an amusing thought and it showcases how much 

power God truly has over them. 

The sudden absence of the demonic, ushers in an era of 

peace that the world has not seen since Genesis, before the fall of 



Chapter 3- The Curious Aftermath of Armageddon 

 

 52 

man in the Garden of Eden. For a millennium, Christ will reign on 

Earth, with his people. God may have locked the gates of Hell thus 

preventing the Devil's exit, but curiously enough, He does not 

throw away the key. Not yet. 

After the thousand years draw to a close, the Devil and 

his horde of terrors will be unleashed into the world one final 

time. They've been cooped up underground, roasting alive for ten 

centuries all while listening the harmonious sound of the world 

above that they once ruled, carrying on in perfect peace without 

them. So as you can imagine, they come out foaming at the mouth 

with anger and ready to sink their cruel fangs into mankind, the 

apple of God's eye, once more. 

The Devil and his demons succeed in deceiving a large 

portion of humanity into abandoning the things of God and 

following them, just as they always have done. They likely don't 

use any new deceptive tricks, but rather recycle all the destructive 

lies that they have been feeding mankind since creation. Their 

tried and true strategies of attack hardly ever seem to fail! 

The demonic gathers an army of the deceived humans so 

incredibly large, they are comparable to grains of sand on a beach! 

They surround the Holy City of God in a last ditch effort to unseat 

the King. This battle doesn't go as they had hoped however as they 

receive the warm welcome of fire raining down from Heaven upon 

their heads. 
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While I was reading the book of Revelation, I can't help 

but wonder why the armies of Hell have not proposed a “vote of 

no confidence” in their leader. This “battle” marks the third time 

that Satan has led his followers into a total and utter 

embarrassment of a defeat. Not to mention all the other times in 

the Bible and beyond that they have gotten stomped on by Christ 

and His followers. 

Regardless, the Battle of Armageddon, The One-

Thousand Year Reign, and the Satan's Doom all serve as an 

excellent starting point for our journey of understanding the 

spiritual side of mental illness.  How so? Well, to start off I'd like 

to take a second look at a few key verses that paint us a picture of 

how broad and powerful the reach of the demonic over humanity 

really is.  

 

Revelation 20:3- “He (the angel) threw him (the 

devil) into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to 

keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the 

thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free 

for a short time.” (NIV) 
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The complete and total removal of the demonic is necessary 

in order to have a period of perfect peace upon the Earth. After 

the demonic is let free from their fiery jail cell, they descend on 

humanity like locusts on a forest, deceiving so many that the 

numbers of those that the demons have led astray is completely 

uncountable! Now let's break down this mass wave of spiritual 

deception into four key points that we can draw from our verses 

above. 

 

 

 

Revelation 20: 7-9- “When the thousand years are 

over, Satan will be released from his prison and will go out 

to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog 

and Magog—and to gather them for battle. In number they 

are like the sand on the seashore. They marched across the 

breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of God’s 

people, the city he loves. But fire came down from heaven 

and devoured them.” (NIV) 
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1. The Devil and his demonic angels were locked up to 

prevent them from deceiving humanity any further so 

that the world could enjoy a time of peace. Their 

imprisonment was required for peace to come to the 

Earth. (Revelation 20: 3) 

2. They are only released for a short time afterwards. 

(Revelation 20: 7) 

3. Satan and his angels are released and immediately 

resume their old tricks. They infiltrate all four corners of 

the Earth, raising havoc. (Revelation 20: 8) 

4. In a small window of time, they have led a uncountable 

number of humans away from God. (Revelation 20: 7-9) 

 

As stated in point number 1, a period of Earthly peace 

necessitated the complete removal of the demonic. To me this 

further cements the fact that the reach of the demonic is 

everywhere and in everything. They are the hidden aggressors in 

the affairs of men, the monsters behind the curtains in all of 

humanities wickedness, and they wreak havoc in the hearts of 

men, women, and children of all ages and races, all over the face 

of the Earth. 

Next, we are directly told that the demonic is only released 

back into the world of men for a short time. This is important to 

note because of the astronomical effects the spiritual forces of 
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darkness are able to achieve in this little window of deception that 

they have been granted.  

In point three I reiterate the reach of the demonic that the 

Bible demonstrates for us. Demons and the Devil himself are not 

omnipresent beings. They are spiritual beings which grants them 

great mobility, but they have a single mind and a single form, just 

like you and I do. They cannot deceive multiple people at the exact 

same time because they cannot be in multiple places at the same 

time. Thus we must deduce that the mass wave of deception that 

takes place in all four corners of the Earth is done by a great many 

demons. They themselves, must be even more numerous than 

grains of sand on the seashore. 

In the late 2010's the overall head count of humanity is rapidly 

approaching the seven billion mark. Who knows how many 

humans will be present in the end times? Keep in mind, this mass 

spiritual deception takes place a millennium after the Battle of 

Armageddon. This gives mankind ten centuries to repopulate 

after suffering heavy causalities on that bloody day. Oh and by the 

way, there's likely no death during the one thousand year reign. 

So that means even more people.  

And finally in point four we receive a rough estimate of the 

number of those led astray. There were so many deceived and 

demonized people that their numbers were as “uncountable as 

grains of sand on a seashore”. Quite the reach right? And what 

about the influence? It's one thing to trick someone into doing 
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something small for you, but deceiving someone into picking up a 

sword and going to war for you? That's a whole new level of evil 

genius! How about doing it to a few billion people in a short period 

of time? And this is after the tribulation! Humanity has already 

seen blatant proof of the existence of God! And this deception 

also comes in a time of complete and total peace! I believe these 

verses clearly illustrate the capabilities of our spiritual foes.  They 

are everywhere, they work very quickly, and their destructive 

influence is astounding.  

They are masters of their trade. Their sole purpose in their 

immortal lives is to oppress, suppress, and destroy. They know 

they've been defeated and they know their judgment is coming. 

All they can do now is seek petty revenge upon God by leading as 

many of His precious children down a pathway of destruction that 

ends at the gates of Hell. 

In Revelation, we are given a clear point to point example of 

how the dark rulers of this world work and the reach and impact 

that they have. But this example is hardly their first time leading 

mankind astray in droves. In fact, all the tactics that are outlined 

in the verses above are being carried out on mankind right this 

second. The demonic obviously isn't sitting around on their hands 

waiting to be locked up in Hell for a millennium, only to then go 

out and deceive mankind. Remember earlier when we discussed 

the Battle of Armageddon and how the human forces were under 
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the direct control of the demonic? Let's take a quick look at the 

verses that tell us this. 

What these verses tell us is that humanity was already largely 

under demonic control a thousand years before Satan's final 

attack. Since no one (including the Devil) knows when the Lord 

will return, the demonically oppressed state of humanity that is 

described in Revelation chapter sixteen could be right now!  

The Devil must always be ready and prepared to oppose the 

second coming of Christ. The demonic is involved in all things and 

has stake in all things. They are as present as and common as air.  

Back to that “vote of no confidence” in the Devil; you may 

be interested to know that the spiritual forces of darkness know 

full well ahead of time the outcome of the battle they are sending 

Revelation 16:14- “They are demonic spirits who 

work miracles and go out to all the rulers of the world to 

gather them for battle against the Lord on that great 

judgment day of God the Almighty.” (NLT) 

 

Revelation 16:16- “And the demonic spirits 

gathered all the rulers and their armies to a place with the 

Hebrew name Armageddon” (NLT) 
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their human subjects into. Victory of course is desired, but it was 

never the plan. They never thought this feasible. Destruction is 

the plan.  

The demonic knows that they can never defeat God. They 

tried once and quickly discovered that He's far too powerful. But 

you see, demons and the Devil know God very well since they used 

to live in harmony with Him. Thus they know how much He cares 

for his children.  

Satan and his angels are not stupid enough to think that a 

mere human army can somehow muster enough might to concur 

God and His City, rather they fully expected fire to rain down and 

devour their numberless human force. They were counting on 

that.  

The goal of the mass deception described at the end of 

Revelation is the total destruction of the deceived souls, thus 

robbing God of being united with some of His children for all of 

eternity. The destruction of humanity is the only way that the 

demonic can cause any sort of hurt to God. 

As stated earlier, it's important to realize that this mass 

deception is not a freak one time occurrence, rather it's an 

everyday thing. Right now there are billions of souls alive in a 

mortal form on Earth, fully deceived and under the thumb of the 

Devil. He could muster the army described in Revelation tonight if 

he wanted too. And their numbers would be as countless as grains 

of sand on the seashore, exactly as Revelation describes. 
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-Robbing the Mind- 

o how does he do it? In our last book we talked about 

the battle between our ears. The mind controls the body 

and it is the outlet of the soul. To concur the mind 

usually means to concur the body and soul.  

In the 21st Century, Mental Illness is every you go. I'm 

certain you know several people who struggle with this killer and 

perhaps you yourself may struggle with it. Mental Illness wears 

many different faces but perhaps the most common two are 

depression and anxiety.  

As Followers of Christ we believe that God created the 

Heavens and the Earth and everything in them, including 

humanity. We believe that the world fell into sin when Eve 

listened to the voice of the Devil and disobeyed her Creator. We 

believe all Scripture to be God-breathed and it is said scripture 

that tells us that demons are everywhere and have an astonishing 

influence over everything, especially humans.  

We are told that the Devil has come to the Earth in great 

anger, seeking our destruction. The eternal destiny of our souls is 

the primary concern of the demonic. We also, as Christians, 

believe that humans are composed of body, mind, and soul. These 

three core elements are what make us human beings and spiritual 

beings.  

 

S 
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Jesus outlines the agenda of the demonic in black and 

white for us in the verse above. At a glance it may seem to you 

that the three goals of the Devil are a tad out of order. Shouldn't 

it be “steal, destroy, and kill”? How does one destroy something 

beyond death? No, Jesus did not misplace His words. Let's break 

down this trio of terrors that the thief intends for us. 

 

-To Steal-  

magine waking up on a merry and bright Christmas morning 

in your childhood. You obnoxiously wake your family 

members up, your heart pounding with excitement, and 

rush downstairs to see what treasures are awaiting you under the 

tree! 

However, upon entering your living room you are greeted 

with the saddest sight one ever could see. The tree has been 

stripped clean of all its fancy decorations and lights and all of the 

finely wrapped packages that sat under the tree waiting for this 

very moment to be opened, are gone! To make matters worse, 

I 

John 10:10- “The thief comes only to steal and kill and 

destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to 

the full.” (NIV) 
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you find the rest of your house has suffered a similar fate! There 

are a few sad wires dangling from the wall where your flat screen 

used to hang and dust circles are all that is left on your computer 

desk. What a horrible tragedy! 

In the midst of all the mess, you notice a hand written 

note laying on your coffee table. It reads: “GOT YOU AGAIN! 

MERRY CHRISTMAS, SUCKERS! XOXO YOUR FRIEND-THE DEVIL” 

Rest assured, “Devil robbing insurance” is not something 

you need to be concerned about adding to you policy. That is 

because the demonic has no interest in things of the physical 

world except to use as tools to use for our destruction. They don't 

raid our homes looking for things to steal. They raid our minds. 

That being the case, what is Jesus referring to when He 

portrays the Devil as a thief who steals. What exactly does the 

demonic come to steal from us? 

Well, a lot of things actually. None of which are physical. Let's 

take a look at some of the most highly sought after items on our 

enemies wish list: 
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• Happiness- A joyful mind is not easily led astray. The 

demonic will attack your sources of joy and attempt to 

replace your feelings of happiness with despair. 

• Security- Confidence is strength. Confidence in Jesus is a 

fortress. Overconfidence is a weakness. The enemy will 

seek to cause you to question your beliefs and standings 

with God and men. 

• Peace- A mind at peace does not often wander. The 

demonic will try and identify fears and exploit them. 

• Morality- The desires of the flesh are powerful. Leading 

one into immorality is possibly the easiest entry into our 

minds the Devil has. 

• Spirituality – Nothing is as harmful to the demonic as a 

Christ-Follower who enjoys a healthy relationship with 

Jesus. The Devil will attempt to lead the believer into sin 

hoping to drive an imaginary wedge between them and 

God. 

• Purpose- An aimless mind, always searching for that one 

thing that will complete it is easily manipulated and led 

astray. 

There are many more items on the Devil's shopping list when 

visiting the mind of a human target. He will take anything 

positive that he can get his claws on. 
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-To Kill- 

et's re-visit our unfortunate Christmas morning 

scenario from earlier, only this time let's apply what we 

have learned about our enemies intentions when they 

come to rob us. 

It's Christmas morning once again. You lay in bed 

shivering miserably but not motivated enough to bother turning 

up the heat or even pulling up your blankets. Outside your 

window, dawn is breaking across the December night sky, just a 

little pink glow on the edge of the horizon.  

The lump in your throat pulses as you hear you little 

brothers feet thump on the wood floor and race down the hallway 

to you parents room. He yelps in excitement! It's Christmas and 

he cannot wait to see what Santa has left him under the tree. The 

light flickers on in your parents room and you hear him bouncing 

on their bed.  

“Don't come in here” you whisper “don't come in here.” 

Suddenly he's on top of you, his little hands seizing your 

shoulders and shaking you happily. He's shouting something in his 

excitement that you can't hear. He appears as only a blur to you. 

His touch stabs you like ice, and his inaudible words echo inside 

your head, beating on your skull.  

“Go away!” you hear yourself shout.  

L 
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Your hand reaches out and shoves the small boy off of 

your bed onto the hard floor. Tears of confusion and pain fill his 

eyes, pooling over all the joy, laughter and love. He runs from your 

room sobbing miserably. You try to call after him, but you are 

unable to. You try to move but your muscles won't co-operate.  

“I'm sorry, I didn't mean it! Come back!” your mind 

screams. “Please come back...” you whisper.  

Your eyes wander back over to that pink dot on the 

horizon. Is the light coming or going? Brightening or fading? You 

wonder if you will ever see it again.  

Your mind searches frantically for a solution to pull you 

out of this mess. Desperately, you raid every mental empty shelf 

that once contained all good things like happiness, peace, and 

humility. The only things left inside your mind are killers.  

Monsters attack you with thoughts, ensuring you that 

your brother and parents would be far happier without you 

around to mess everything up. “If it wasn't for you, your brother 

would be downstairs opening presents right now, not sitting in the 

hallway crying his eyes out. All he was trying to do was share a 

happy moment with you! Look at all the pain you've caused! Look 

at all the hurt! Look at you! Look at what you've become!” 

That actually made me incredibly sad just writing that 

because I know there are so many souls out there like this. Our 

example above illustrates the how a “robbed mind” functions. It's 



Chapter 3- The Curious Aftermath of Armageddon 

 

 66 

literately like a machine with essential gears and circuits of it 

missing, but somehow it still works.  

Think of your mind like a fortress surrounded by a mighty 

wall, and filled with all manner of security devices including laser 

sensors, cameras, and alarms. There are many precious things 

stored inside and all of them are well protected by the security 

features. 

The Devil doesn't climb over the wall of your mind fortress 

with a burlap sack slung over his shoulder and collect everything 

positive and wholesome and then skip off into the night, laughing 

manically. Your security would detect him and you may intervene. 

Instead, he makes multiple trips, often staying for great periods of 

time trying to wiggle a single item free from your grasp. 

Once your mind has been dismantled, the demonic 

moves in and sets up camp in your fortress. Now you are on the 

outside and will be forced to take your own mind back from them! 

And their security is top notch! 

You carry on throughout the day to day just as you had 

before, but it almost seems to you that you're not in control 

anymore. You have next to no control over your thoughts and 

little control over your actions. It's as if your mind was an airplane 

but someone else is sitting in the pilot's seat instead of you and 

you've been locked up in the luggage compartment. This is the 

part where they move in for the kill. 
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The spiritual forces of darkness fully intend to keep you 

confined while they fly your plane into the ground. They will 

actively try to convince those with robbed minds that suicide is 

the only avenue to freedom.  

-To Destroy- 

od, in His mercy and grace, provided an alternative to 

the wages of sin. In Jesus, sinful humanity is offered 

redemption, freedom, and eternal life and union with 

God, in paradise. This offer is made exclusively to humans while 

they are alive in their mortal form, on Earth. The offer expires 

upon death. 

The demonic is well aware of the escape clause provided 

by God and they are determined to keep you from accepting His 

gracious offer anyway they can. Stealing the mind of an unbeliever 

is a largely effective way to keep them from Christ. But what if 

they could take it a little further?  

If the monsters that lurk in the robbed mind could 

convince the original unbeliever occupant to take their own life, 

thus prematurely ending their time as a human, then their 

precious and immortal soul would be doomed to an eternity of 

being tormented day and night, in Hell.  

This is why destroy is the final act in this trio. You can kill 

someone and all you accomplish is ending their Earthly existence. 

G 
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They will still live on forever, regardless if they accepted God's 

pathway to redemption or not. However, this choice regarding 

God's offer will be vindictive on where they end up for eternity.  

God wants you in Heaven untied with Him, and Satan 

wants you in Hell eternally separated from God. You cannot enter 

Heaven if you do not know Jesus and you cannot accept Jesus 

after you are dead. The monsters that rule this fallen world don't 

simply want to kill you, they want to destroy you for all time! 

-In Your Head- 

ow we understand the vast reach and goal of the 

Devil and his demonic angels. How many people with 

“robbed minds” do you know? Are you yourself being 

visited by the mind thief? 

If you're new to working in the spiritual field of mental 

illness or exploring the connections between spirituality and 

psychology, then I must warn you to buckle up. This is an 

EXTREEMLY touchy subject among the Christian community and 

secular communities alike. Many Christians don't like entertaining 

ideas of demons hiding in their closets or under their beds 

because they like to cling to the misconception that they are 

impervious to these things. Many have jumped on board with the 

secular worlds scientific explanations of the supernatural. 

N 
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The secular world does not believe in the demonic, devils, 

spirits, God, or any such thing and they often think that those who 

do are insane or superstitious. They prefer to believe in things 

they can see, scientifically explain, and feel like they can maintain 

some sort of control over. 

So far, in this chapter, we have explored what the Bible 

has to say about the monsters who rule this world and their 

intentions for us, but let's take a look at how the secular world 

explains the mysterious mind robbers.  

When researching the secular worlds explanation for 

many common mental illnesses, like anxiety or depression, many 

of the articles I read from very accredited medical sources all 

began with a common disclaimer. It is a variation of this phrase-  

“While it still remains unclear what actually causes mental 

illness...”  

The articles would then continue to offer theories based 

on research of the disorders such as genetics or chemical 

imbalances. I also found fascination in the similarities in the 

symptoms of mental illness proposed by the secular world, and 

common things victims of demonic suppression experience. The 

following list was compiled from three different very accredited 

secular sources- The National Alliance on Mental Illness, Mental 

Health America, and the Mayo Clinic. Let's take a quick look. 
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National Alliance on Mental Health  

• Excessive worry or Fear 

• Extreme Mood Changes 

• Isolation- Avoiding Friends and Social Changes  

• Difficulty perceiving reality (delusions or hallucinations in which a 

person experiences and senses things that don't exist in object reality) 

• Frequent Nightmares 

• Thinking about suicide 

• Difficulty perceiving reality (delusions or hallucinations in which a 

person experiences and senses things that don't exist in object reality) 

 

Mental Health America 

• Excessive worries, fears, and anxieties 

• Strong feelings of anger 

• Strange thoughts (delusions) 

• Seeing or hearing things that are not there 

• Suicidal thoughts 

• Numerous unexplained physical ailments 

• Prolonged negative mood 

• Persistent Nightmares 

 

Mayo Clinic 

• Excessive fears, worries, or extreme feelings of guilt 

• Extreme mood changes 

• Detachment from reality (delusions) paranoia or hallucinations 

• Excessive anger or violence 

• Suicidal thinking 

• Physical ailments (stomach pain, back pain, headache) 
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If you've read the first book in this series the list of symptoms 

of mental illness may seem eerily similar to the list of signs of a 

demonic presence that we compiled. Something I personally find 

fascinating is that “unexplained physical ailments” appears on all 

three lists. Have you ever noticed that people who struggle with 

depression often complain of migraine headaches as well? Did 

you know that there is no understanding or an identifiable 

medical cause for a migraine headache? They come and go at 

random and vary in levels of intensity, but it seems that they all 

too often appear in times of high stress or anxiety.  

Last year, a young lady that I assisted with a spiritual 

dilemma, suddenly was struck with severe joint problems that 

appeared overnight. A doctor told her that her failing joints must 

be a side effect of anxiety. I would very much like to know how an 

alleged brain disorder, which is mental, would be able to dislocate 

multiple joints which are physical. It's very strange to say the least.  

Secular psychiatrists regularly see patients who complain 

of seeing monsters in their nightmares and claim to hear voices 

speaking to them in their heads. The psychiatrists then often 

attempt to identify what repressed trauma the monster 

represents and prescribe medication for the voices. The secular 

world sees the effects of demons and deals with them personally 

every single day, they just have different names for them. Those 

lists of symptoms can be used to support this claim.  
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I'm certainly not saying that all mental illness is not real 

and is nothing more than a demonic presence. I believe mental 

illness could exist without any demonic involvement but I think 

this would be extremely rare. We are not born with “robbed 

minds”, rather they are full with both positivity and negativity. 

Naturally these two forces balance each other out, but both 

human circumstances and the demonic have the ability to tip the 

scales. 

I believe without the demonic, it would take great 

dedication to remain distressed long enough to lead to depression 

or fearful long enough to lead to anxiety. We as humans are far 

too selfish to want to live in a state of fear or sadness indefinitely. 

Our own personal comfort is normally our number one priority.  

However, it is easy to remained trapped in these negative 

feelings if your mind has been invaded and your constantly being 

chipped away at by being told that there is no hope for you, no 

escape, and these feelings have ruined your chances of ever being 

happy or sane again.  

It has become clear to me that mental illness and the thief 

who comes to steal, kill, and destroy, walk together in our minds, 

hand in hand. 



 

 Chapter 4 

The Fallen- Where are They Now? 

 

October 31st, 2011 Bremen , Indiana 

 

n my adolescent high school (and far more reckless) years, 

a few friends and I decided to mimic the many ghost hunter 

shows (which I was totally hooked on) by visiting Indiana's 

allegedly “most haunted” locations. We always brought a video 

camera with us in hopes to catch hard evidence of the paranormal 

on tape. While our attempts were largely unsuccessful, there was 

one time, on a Halloween night long ago, that something may 

have happened. 

In Northern Indiana there exists a little town named 

Bremen. There's not much to see there besides your basics (a few 

gas stations, convenience stores, and a McDonald's).  

I 
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But hidden deep in the surrounding cornfields lies a strange place 

referred to by the locals as “Little Egypt”. It's a small cemetery 

located on a dirt road. There are no houses or lights near this 

location for miles.  

Legend has it, that there was a farmer who owned the 

fields around “Little Egypt” long ago. He was extremely territorial 

of his land, driving off everyone and everything that dared to 

venture there.  

One day, a caravan of Gypsies that was passing through 

the area, stopped for the evening and set up camp on this plot of 

land, oblivious of who it belonged too. The farmer rushed out to 

the Gypsies threatening all kinds of violence if they did not leave 

his property immediately. The Gypsies offered to pay the man if 

he allowed them to stay the night in his fields. The farmer refused 

and became enraged. 

The tired Gypsies then packed up and left, but promised 

the Farmer since he loved his land so much and was unwilling to 

share it, that he would die there and be cursed to roam those 

cornfields alone for all of eternity.  

That farmer eventually died and his body is supposedly 

buried in the “Little Egypt” cemetery. Some locals who wander 

into those fields to this day have claimed to see the haunting 

image of a ghostly old man who often chases trespassers away 

with a pitchfork. 
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On Halloween, the year after I graduated High School, 

myself and two friends piled into an old Jeep and made the hour 

long drive from Warsaw to this cemetery to see for ourselves if 

the stories were true. 

We were all raised Christian and we had just graduated 

from a Christian school, so we should have known not to play 

around with Ouija boards, but we, in our absolute foolishness, 

brought one with us, complete with candles and everything. Not 

smart. 

We arrived at the cemetery a little before midnight. “Little 

Egypt” was certainly a chilling sight to behold. There weren't many 

tombstones left intact (most were broken in pieces). The few that 

remained shot straight up into the night almost looking like 

ghostly figure themselves against the hollow blackness. The whole 

place was surrounded with a six-foot high chain-link fence that 

sported barbed wire across the top. We discussed not even 

getting out of the Jeep upon seeing the place, but noticed a small 

hole in the fence as we drove around. After ditching the Jeep far 

back in the thick darkness of the cornfield, we slowly made our 

way onto the farmers precious land. 

After checking the place out, we found a smooth patch of 

soil near the center of the graveyard to set up our Ouija board. 

We all placed a finger on the indicator and waited, our breath 

hanging like fog around us in the cool night air. After making 

several jokes about a phantom farmer suddenly popping out from 
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behind a tombstone and charging at us, we decided to call out to 

him. 

We asked if there were spirits present that would like to 

speak with us. Nothing happened. We joked around some more 

and were about to leave, when suddenly the indicator began to 

wiggle. 

While we were all busy accusing each other of moving it, 

it quickly slid over to the “yes” portion of the board. Again we 

were very skeptical. One of us asked if this was the ghost of the 

angry farmer from the stories. The indicator slid up and down 

around the “yes” portion as if to indicate that this was in fact, him, 

from beyond the grave. Suddenly, it began moving all around the 

board spelling  

C-O-M-E J-O-I-N M-E.  

Nether my friends nor I were taking any of this at all 

seriously. We simply assumed one of us was moving the indicator 

and playing a prank on the other two. Then things got a tad darker 

as the indicator spelled out I-N H-E-L-L. Even back during my 

secular days, this still struck me in a very uncomfortable place. The 

funniness of this “prank” ended with the appearance of the word 

“Hell”. 

We might have stayed longer, but a car began pacing up 

and down the road, probably wondering what three teenagers 

were doing in a cemetery at midnight with candles (obviously 

talking to the dead, what else would we be doing?).We didn't 
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want to have the police called on us so we packed up and headed 

out.  

Up until recently, I never gave that night a second 

thought. I assumed one of my friends was manipulating the whole 

thing. What I do know is that it was not me moving the indicator. 

Was that simply a prank, or something more? Well, unless the 

other two are willing to come clean, we may never know. 

Any way you slice it, this story from my past demonstrates how 

many in the secular world feel about the supernatural. It’s 

something that is regarded as completely fictitious, complied of 

nothing more than superstitions and myths. Far too often, Evil 

reality is used for our entertainment.  

While nothing supernatural may have occurred on that 

Halloween night eight years ago, the results of simply using that 

Ouija board and calling out to the paranormal world could have 

been disastrous. Had there been any demons wandering around 

in the blackness of those cornfields, this story may have had a very 

different ending.  
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-Things that Should have Never Been Forgotten- 

hat reckless story from my personal life is a good 

starting point for the discussions of this chapter. Here 

we have three young men who were raised Christian 

and have just graduated from a Christian high school. We find 

them lighting candles and having a séance of sort on Halloween 

night in an old country cemetery. My friends and I definitely 

should have known why this kind of behavior was unacceptable. 

Ouija boards, ghost hunting, and attempting to talk to the 

dead are all things that I heard only whispers of growing up. I may 

have caught a glimpse of a classic horror movie playing in the 

electronics department at Walmart, or perhaps at my 

grandparent's house while flipping through TV channels but that 

was the extent of it.  

These subjects were taboo among my Christian 

communities, churches, and households right along with sex. No 

explanation was ever offered as to what these things were and 

why we should not mess around with them. They simply weren't 

discussed.  

“Because I said so” or “because the Bible says so” are 

often not answers considered acceptable to the Christian youth. 

There was also a weird belief among us that if we were to dare 

discuss these “devilish things” then we would somehow be in 

danger of “bringing it upon us”, whatever that means. 

T 
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It is interesting to point out that much of the media (video 

games, movies, music and literature) that we consumed on a daily 

basis was smothered with paranormal creatures, objects and 

scenarios and that was considered to be okay by our Christian 

parents and school for some reason, perhaps because it was 

fiction. However, applying these things in a real life scenario was 

considered to be of the Devil. Riddle me that. So since we had no 

understanding of these things or why they were wrong, we 

assumed that this was just another attempt by our parents or 

school to “build a hedge around us” and thus their fear and rules 

regarding these things was written off as nonsense and we dove 

into them head first.  
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-The Phantom of Propaganda- 

n 1933, after the Nazi seizure of power in Germany, Adolf 

Hitler established The Reich Ministry of Public 

Enlightenment and Propaganda (he wasn't even slightly 

subtle about the title).  

The mission of this newly christened organization was to 

ensure that the Nazi message was successfully communicated 

through art, music, theater, films, books, radio, educational 

materials, and the of course, the press.  

The Ministry worked behind the scenes integrating their 

messages and ideals into the media. They didn't come right out 

and say “Come join us in supporting religious persecution and 

mass genocide!”, that would have never worked. Rather, they 

sprinkled in little half-truths and lies in everyday radio dramas, 

music, and newspapers which were already a part of an average 

German citizens life. 

The mass deception that was spoon fed to the German 

population wore the mask of normality and believability, hiding 

among everyday things. A first it was delivered gently, and always 

came laced with a message of reassurance that thinking upon 

these things was quite alright, in fact, it was a statement of 

intelligence.  

The propaganda was cleverly and intentionally designed 

to build upon itself so that daily consumers of media would always 

I 
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be pushed to dip their toes a little deeper into a perhaps 

controversial topic. Soon they were completely engrossed and 

now found themselves tuning in, just to hear the slanted speeches 

and fake news that before had been nothing more than an 

unwanted trespasser in their radio programs.  

Six years later, in September of 1939, Nazi Germany 

invaded Poland without any real provocation. This act was largely 

met with thunderous applause from the now fully indoctrinated 

German civilian population. Young men and boys now lined up in 

masses with hopes to join the Nazi armed forces. They were now 

loyal and passionate about a cause that six short years ago, they 

knew nothing about. 

What started out as barley a whisper, turned into the 

condoning and executing some of the most evil acts ever 

committed in human history. Loyal Nazis fought on to the end, 

even when certain defeat was eminent. They were more than 

willing to die for their “cause”. That is how deceived and mislead 

they truly were. Their minds had become twisted after being fed 

untruth after untruth. 

Hitler was just a man and the Nazi party only consisted of 

humans (unless you take Ancient Aliens seriously, which I hope 

you do not). While effective and brilliant, the Nationalist Socialist 

Party of Germany's intelligence was very limited in comparison to 

great supernatural intelligence of spiritual beings.  
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Demons have spent thousands upon thousands of years 

deceiving humans. They certainly know what they're doing. What 

Hitler did in the 30's may seem impressive from a human 

standpoint, but its peanuts compared to the deceiving abilities of 

the demonic. 

Demons don't struggle with recall and their strategies are 

tried and true. Their discernment is unrivaled. They evaluate their 

targets, identify areas of weakness or frustrations, and then begin 

to spoon feed them lies to exploit their weakness. As the Nazis 

proved back in the 30's, manipulation does not take long.  

There are many parallels that can be drawn between 

Hitler's poorly titled department of propaganda, and the spiritual 

government's department of propaganda (yes, they have one, 

and it's far larger and more effective).  

The Nazis sent their messages directly to the people but 

used media to mask it or sugar coat it. Whether it be film, music, 

news, literature, or what have you, The Reich Ministry of Public 

Enlightenment and Propaganda was confident that their 

messages were being broadcast, round the clock, in all four 

corners of their country. In the same way, the spiritual 

government of this fallen world project their wicked agendas to 

us through the vast amounts of media that 21st century humans 

ingest every single day, 24/7, in all four corners of the Earth. 

If you and I could travel back in time to 1930's Germany 

and tune into a radio drama, I'm certain we could quickly uncover 
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subtle political messages and agendas splattered all over. The 

reason that this propaganda was so effective on the German 

population as a whole is because they were not aware of its 

presence. It crept into their lives like a phantom, always present, 

always watching, listening, and whispering to them. In a short 

time, they found themselves completely under its influence and 

ultimately, its control. The reason you and I would be able to spot 

this destructive influence in the media is because we would be 

alert and ready, knowing it exists, and ready to squash its lies the 

second they were presented to us. 

In The United States (and worldwide), demons hide in 

plain sight. Like the Nazis, their work, influence, and power over 

our population is extremely easy to spot if you go looking for it. 

Literally, spin in a circle and point and you likely will find 

something that was created under demonic influence or carries a 

demonic message. Let's take a more detailed look at some 

popular outlets that the demonic uses to push their destructive 

agenda on us. 
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-A Little Late-night Television-  

'm certain that at some point in your life you've been 

restless at night and after hours of tossing and turning and 

staring at your alarm clock, you give up on sleep and resort 

to pouring yourself a bowl of Captain Crunch (unfortunately it's 

the nasty variety that includes the berries) and mindlessly flipping 

through the television channels.  

For the beginning of our next chapter, let's pretend that 

tonight is one of those nights. After sifting through infomercials 

and some very messed up adult cartoons, you find a late-night talk 

show. You've caught it right at the beginning! A new guests is 

about to join the host, let's take a look! 

The camera pans about a large auditorium. Every seat appears to 

be full and the audience is staring almost breathlessly in 

excitement at the stage as if they are waiting for the arrival of 

someone very important.  

Upon that stage there is a large cherry oak desk, beautifully hand 

crafted, with a little red haired man sitting in a fine leather chair 

behind it. He bears a cheesy grin and is well dressed, sporting a 

vintage looking pin striped suit. Behind him are large bay 

windows that beautifully overlook the majestic night skyline of 

the city of Chicago. Next to the desk and the little man, is a large 

I 
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empty black leather chair with a tall back. It almost, you think, 

resembles a throne.  

The band off to the left of the stage, finishes up a delightful 

smooth jazz number and the director nods to the little red haired 

man. The show is about to start! 

Chet: “Good evening ladies and gentlemen of America! My name 

is Chet Turner and you're tuned into Chet Tonight. I'm super 

excited about our show this evening, I've been looking forward 

to it for weeks! Boy oh boy do we have a special treat for you! 

Our next guest is a stranger to no one and a close friend to 

many. He used to be a guardian cherub and now is the fallen 

prince of darkness!  

Chet says this in a tone clearly intended for comedy, but to you, it 

carries a certain dreadful weight to it. You shove another 

spoonful of cereal in your mouth and lean a little closer to the TV 

screen.  

Chet: Ladies and Gentlemen, give it up for Satan, that ancient 

serpent, the king of this world! 

The band begins a daunting intro number featuring lots of bass. 

A young man emerges from behind the backstage curtains. He is 

very tall, nearly seven feet. His hair is long and golden and lays 
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neatly upon his broad shoulders. He flashes a perfect white warm 

smile at the cheering audience and offers them a small wave as 

he smooths his jacket and takes his seat in the black leather chair 

beside the desk. His wardrobe choice consists of a a while suit 

with a black collared shirt and red tie underneath. It's perfectly 

fit, perfectly pressed and without blemish. Solid muscles bulge 

from under his suit, adding to his chiseled appearance. His 

movements are graceful, and his eyes bright blue and kind.  

Chet: “Welcome, Welcome, Welcome!” Chet pauses a moment 

in order to let the audience carry on with their thunderous 

applause.  

Chet continues: “You know, when my producer told me that 

Satan himself was going to be on my show, do you know what I 

said? I said, well then we are going to have to get a bigger chair!” 

Stale fake laughter erupts from the hyper audience at Chet's sad 

attempt at humor. It's clear that they really want Chet to shut up 

and let his dazzling visitor speak. 

Chet: “Anyway, enough about that. My lord, how was your trip 

over here? Did you find the place okay?” 

The young man smiles kindly and adjusts himself in his leather 

embroidered chair.  
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Lucifer: “Well, first of all, thank you all for inviting me in this 

evening.” He says this in the direction of the audience. His eyes 

seems to dance about the room and the crowd as if he is taking 

in every little detail. His voice is clear, deep, and almost musical. 

“And please, call me Lucifer-that is my name. Satan is a not a 

title I claim. I apologize for my late arrival. I was out patrolling 

the Earth, watching everything that is going on.” 

Chet: (obliviously) “Sounds like an awful big job! Tell us, Lucifer, 

where are your co-workers? You're the king of Hell and Earth 

and you've shown up here tonight alone?” 

Lucifer: “I'm far from alone. I have all you wonderful, successful, 

and intelligent people here to keep me company! And 

furthermore, I consider many of you to be close co-workers of 

mine.”  

The audience and Chet alike cheer and blush at what they 

consider to be a great compliment. Some even nod in agreement. 

Lucifer almost seems to smirk to himself a little at this reaction.  

Lucifer: “And as far as my other companions, they're quite busy 

furthering my, excuse me, our (nodding at the audience) 

kingdom in all four corners of the Earth, but rest assured, they 

are far closer than you might think. You can find evidence of 

their presence wherever you go” 
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Chet: “Now Lucifer (it feels weird calling you that), I have to bring 

this up, and I'm sure you've heard whisper of this, but some 

people claim that you've “lost your thunder” so to speak and 

that you “just don't have it anymore” after the whole...you 

know...hate to say His name...(whispers)...Jesus thing...” 

The audience coos in a excited but nervous tone. All eyes are on 

the man sitting in the leather throne. Dead silence falls over the 

studio for a moment. Even Chet looks a little nervous. 

Lucifer: (suddenly displays a happy smile after a moment of 

stillness) “No, no, that's quite alright Chet, no need to hold back 

on asking me the difficult questions. And hey, don't cower 

around saying a simple name like Jesus. I'll say it too- Jesus, 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus. See? Nothing to be afraid of!” 

The audience bursts into applause and Chet breathes a visible 

sign of relief. Unbeknownst to the cheering crowd, Lucifer's face 

twists for a brief second as if he had just thrown up in his mouth. 

But he quickly snaps back into character. 

Chet: (feeling braver) “Wow, sir, not what I was expecting. There 

is a mighty large misconception out there that the mere 

mentioning of that name send you running for the hills like a 

scared little child!” 
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Lucifer: (smiling) “Yes, I know. How convenient. (chuckles) I do 

wonder where such a rumor could have started...” 

Chet: “So you're still on top of your game them?” 

Lucifer: “Chet, can I tell you and your fine audience a secret? 

(Chet nods excitedly) I have more influence over humanity in the 

21st Century than I ever have before!” 

To your surprise, the audience cheers once more. You pour 

yourself a second bowl of cereal as to use up all the extra milk 

that has been dyed a weird shade of purple by the yucky starch 

berries. 

Chet: “Wow! That's really saying something! How is this so?” 

Lucifer: “Well, in part because of people like you and your 

audience, Chet, working so well alongside my other helpers.” 

Chet and the audience blush and coo once more as adsorb this 

wave of flattery. 

Chet: (After recovering from being wooed) “Ah yes, that brings 

me to my next questions- your angels-can you give us a sneak 

peek into what they have been working so hard on?” 
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Lucifer: “Certainly, Chet. I'm very happy to announce that as of 

tonight, I have almost completely taken over the music industry 

that all of you fine people consume on a daily basis. You see, 

with the advancements in technology in the 20th century, my 

angels and I were able to greatly broaden our reach, making our 

message more in the mainstream and part of everyday life.” 

The Audience roars in applause 

Chet: “Wow! The music industry is huge! Taking that over is no 

small feat! You must be very proud! Well, ladies and gentlemen, 

hang in there, we have got to run to a quick commercial break 

and then we will be back with the prince of this world, coming to 

you exclusively on Chet Tonight!” 
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-The Harmonious Pathway to Hell- 

hat channel exactly are you tuned in to anyway? 

Whatever, while this very strange talk show is on 

commercial break, lets investigate the claim that 

the Devil has made just now and see if it sounds feasible.  

I've always seen the human heart as an empty vessel 

eagerly waiting to be filled by its owner. What fills the heart 

shapes the personality. Hearts are not vaults however and what is 

stored inside them can always be removed or distorted, whether 

it be bad or good.  

As you read in the verse above, music was always 

intended to be a positive expression of human emotion. However, 

I do not believe when God came up with the concept of music that 

it was intended by Him to be used exclusively in worship. I'm sure 

the Lord condones and approves of other uses of harmonies 

besides spiritual ones. 

W 
Colossians 3:16- “Let the message of Christ dwell 

among you richly as you teach and admonish one another 

with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the 

Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts.” (NIV) 
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For an example, let's pretend it's the Fourth of July and 

you're hosting a barbecue/pool party in your backyard for all of 

your neighbors and friends. Now be honest, while your flipping 

burgers and lining up your shot in crochet, what kind of music 

would you have playing on your boombox in the background? 

Would Christian music be appropriate, or would you rather listen 

to some Classic Rock?  

I can tell you what I would choose- Classic Rock all the 

way. Here's why; Christian music is intended to be an expression 

of worship to the Most High God. Classic Rock is intended to be 

the soundtrack of summer. Listening to Christian music at a 

barbecue is likely not an effective expression of worship, thus 

you're turning what was meant to be praise to God, into 

background noise.  

Now let's pretend that the Fourth of July is over, and it's 

now the following Sunday. What kind of music would you choose 

for a church service? I would hope that your choice would not be 

Classic Rock! Point being, music (like most other things) is meant 

to be used in context. But just like everything else, there are 

positive contexts and negative contexts. 

The reason I include this description of what I believe to 

be appropriate and inappropriate uses of genres is because I want 

to assure you of the fact that I am not in any way an extremist 

when it comes to modern music.  
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Many Christians and Christian denominations condemn 

secular music as a whole with little explanation as to why they feel 

this way. If you ask them about it, they often get angry that you 

would even dare to question this “concrete Biblically based ideal”. 

Except for the awkward fact that there is nothing at all Biblical to 

back it up. 

-Extremist vs Healthy levels of Caution-  

 would never be as ridiculous as to suggest that you do not 

listen to secular music at all simply because there are 

destructive secular songs out there. Are you also supposed 

to avoid television entirely simply because of immoral shows 

lurking about? (don't answer that, some Christians actually say 

yes). That would be like simply refusing to buy apples at the 

supermarket since some rotten ones may be mixed in with the 

fresh ones.  

However, when consuming any media produced by the 

secular world, certain cautions must be taken to ensure you do 

not become ensnared by the Devil. 

First off, as Christ Followers, we need to recognize that 

music is a HUGE weapon that is cruelly wielded by the demonic in 

their everyday quests for our destruction. Why is this?  

Simple- music manipulates emotion.  

I 



Chapter 4- The Fallen- Where are They Now? 

 

 94 

Think about it. If you listen to a upbeat secular song like 

“Rock You like a Hurricane” by Scorpions, you probably feel 

energized and ready for the next song to jam out to. On the flip 

side, if you listen to a sad secular song such as “If” by Bread, then 

you may feel a strong wave of sadness overtake you. If you were 

to continue to pile sad song upon sad song, then I'd be willing to 

bet you're going to feel quite blue after a short time. 

Emotional carelessness and unbalanced emotions are a 

pathway to destruction. The Devil and his angels knows this and 

they are counting on it. Music also is universally loved by everyone 

so that gives them an easy entry point. It's quite difficult to find 

someone that does not enjoy music to some degree or another. 

In an earlier chapter, we took a peek inside of the book of 

Revelation and got a taste for how big the reach of the demonic 

over humanity really is. Let's apply what we learned there to 

music in order to explore and expose how the Devil and his 

monsters actively utilize something that God created for 

goodness as a tool to destroy us with. 

As we have watched secular music evolve over the 

decades, it has clearly and irrefutably become more and more 

depressing, sexual, immoral, and overall negative.  

There are now bands who only produce songs about 

depression, anxiety, suicide, despair, and hopelessness. The 

messages they deliver in songs such as these speak intimately to 

those who struggle with similar negative thoughts or emotions.  
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Some songs contain messages such as “it's okay to be 

depressed, anxious, or suicidal” or “our lives are terrible, this is 

normal. It's okay to be hopeless” thus giving the listener validation 

for entertaining destructive negativity in their hearts.  

While of course they do not come right out and say these 

things in their lyrics, these are the ideas and feelings that their 

music projects. 

Other messages in songs from bands such as these 

reassure the listeners that they are the helpless victims of their 

past, or some circumstance that has made them the way that they 

are. Regardless of their situation, their negative state of being is 

no fault of their own. This gives validation for removing personal 

responsibility for allowing that negativity to fester within their 

heart.  

If someone is told over and over that they are helpless to 

remedy a situation and that it is “normal” and “beyond their 

control” then they will likely eventually become fixed in that 

mindset, their heart will harden, their mental state will only get 

worse, and they will live a very sad life. It is impossible to live a 

happy life with a sad heart. 

Proverbs 27:19- “As water reflects the face, so one’s 

life reflects the heart.” (NIV) 
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It's not, by any stretch of the imagination, an extremist 

point of view to say that the demonic has a heavy hand in 

developing music such as this. Their fingerprints are literally 

smeared all over it! Let's break it down- 

Remember Hitler and his propaganda team? The greatest 

way to create mass influence whether positive or negative, is to 

take somethings already familiar, accepted, and loved by the 

majority, and twist it just a little in order to use it as a vessel to 

deliver a message. The Devil and his angels excel at making 

everyday things that were created for good purposes into the 

“spokespersons” for their malicious agenda.  

With music, they started at the top and worked their way 

down. The Devil dispatches his angels to go to an artist who has a 

sizable reach and they maintain a heavy presence in said artist's 

life. Just as the demonic does with anyone else, they uncover the 

weakness of the artist in question and exploit them. Assuming 

that this person is secular, concurring them will be little to no 

challenge for a demon. 

As we stated earlier, music has always been an expression 

of what's inside of a human heart. If the heart is filled with love, 

kindness, goodness, or a desire to worship God, then logically 

speaking that is the message that will manifest itself in the lyrics 

of the songs that one writes.  

But, fill that heart with sadness, despair, hopelessness 

and fear, and those destructive ideals will be the message that the 
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artist will portray and broadcast to millions of empty souls who 

are desperately looking for validation for feeling many of the same 

dark things that are festering within their own hearts. 

The acceptance of negativity and a lifestyle of such is a 

doorway for the demonic. If they can utilize music to open that 

door, they will certainly do so. 

 

The easiest way to avoid becoming caught up in this ever 

present snare prepared for us by the Devil is to put all music to 

the test. I'm not suggesting that we put all music besides Christian 

music to the test. I'm proposing that we put all music to the test.  

There are a plethora of Christian songs that contain all 

manner of misguided ideals and principles. Remember what we 

said earlier about influence? The easiest way to create mass 

influence is to take something already loved and accepted and 

twist it slightly to fit your agenda. Christians are certainly not 

immune to this reality. And if our last adventure taught us 

anything, we already know that Christians are among the most 

demonically influenced and demonized people on the planet. 

Matthew 15:18- “But the things that come out of a 

person’s mouth come from the heart, and these defile them.” 

(NIV) 
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They are, if you'll recall, the most desirable targets of the God-

wannabees.  

I've devised some simple guidelines that can be used to examine 

music and determine what messages the artist is attempting to 

convey to you. 

1. If possible, read the lyrics silently before listening to the 

song. The lyrics to any song can be found with a simple 

Google search. Reading them without music will give you 

a far greater understanding of what direction the song is 

attempting to sway your emotions. This will also 

eliminate the popular excuse “I'm just listening to it for 

the beat.” 

2. After reading through the lyrics, try and identify the 

message that the song is delivering. Every song has a 

message of some sort. 

3. Ask yourself “Do I agree with the message behind this 

song?” and “Will listening to this song have a positive or 

a negative impact on me?” 

4. Look at other songs by the artist. Get a feel for the ideals 

of the artist. Do you agree with them? 

If a song passes this test and you feel that its ideas and 

agendas are in line with your own and the Bible, then by all means 

listen to it, secular or Christian.  
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Back in high school, I had a Bible class teacher who would 

print out lyrics to popular songs that many of us listened to in the 

early 2000's. He would read them off in front of the class and then 

ask us similar questions to those I've just asked you. At the time I 

considered this to be pure paranoia and ultimately foolishness but 

I think quite differently now.  

Oh look, that weird talk show is staring back up! You know 

what, screw it, pass the Captain Crunch. I guess I'll just pick out 

the awful berries. But then what do I do with said berries? I can't 

just put them back in the box because then there would be an 

unequal berry to cereal ratio but on the other hand, I hate to 

throw them out-it seems wasteful. Ah life and its questions! Well, 

let's see what else the Devil has to say about this “vast influence” 

that he was so eager to brag about. 
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-Back to Chet Tonight- 

The camera opens back to the studio, and the two men on the 

stage. The audience is cheering and waving while the band winds 

down another jazz number. Both men on the stage smile as the 

director nods to them. 

Chet: “And welcome back to Chet Tonight, I'm your host, Chet 

Turner and we are here this evening with Sa...I mean Lucifer, the 

king of this world!” (Chet smiles at his guest while the audience 

applauds and cheers) 

Lucifer: “Thank you, the pleasure is all mine. Trust me.” 

Chet: “Now Lucifer, you told us before we cut to commercial 

break that you had more influence now than ever before 

because of technology. Care to elaborate a little more on that?” 

Lucifer: “I'd be happy too, Chet. As I said, modern technology has 

allowed me to further my kingdom into all aspects of life, and my 

colleagues and I have really been hitting it hard in the last two 

decades. By infiltrating the media we have been able to 

“enlighten” people by the masses. Surely but slowly, we have 

been convincing them to accept all the things that were one 

largely refuted by humanity as “evil” and instead labeling them 
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as “good”. You see Chet, you, your wonderful audience, and my 

angels and I, we are all part of a great movement! We are doing 

away with the burdensome rules and morals that come with 

following God and embracing our own desires and passions!” 

The audience roars into an applause, many of them standing and 

cheering as loud as they can. Chet joins right in, beating on his 

desk in delight. While the audience blindly claps your eyes stay on 

Lucifer. Unnoticed by all in the room, Lucifer looks up at the 

ceiling with the wickedest smile painted across his face that one 

could possibly imagine. “Are you seeing this?” he asks.  

Chet: “Wow, just wow! Bravo, my lord! You told us that you are 

quite the music producer, but what other avenues of 

enlightenment do you and your angels use?” 

Lucifer: (chuckles) “All of them, Chet. All of them.” 

Chet: “Well you're quite the businessman my friend. We've got 

to hear a word from out sponsor real quick and then we will be 

back for a final segment with the prince of darkness. Stay 

tuned!” 
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-Giving the Devil an Inch-  

 long time ago, there was turmoil in the Nation of 

Israel. Wars and famine had split the promised land 

horizontally and it now had two kingdoms, Israel in 

the north and Judah in the south. A new King, Ahab, had just taken 

the throne of Israel.  

To establish peace and maintain good political relations 

with neighboring empires, a Princess from a powerful nation 

called Phoenicia was given to the new King from the south in 

marriage. Her name was Jezebel. 

Israel worshiped Yahweh, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob, while the outside lands, such as Phoenicia, had embraced 

alternative pagan deities which they created either in their own 

imaginations or with prompting from the demonic. The false gods 

that Phoenicia worshiped were Baal and Asherah.  

Upon her arrival into Southern Israel, now Queen Jezebel 

initially did not object to Israel's worship of Yahweh, but 

demanded that temples be built for her gods so that she and her 

servants would have a place to go and worship them. Eager to 

please his new wife and maintain peace in the land, King Ahab 

ordered the construction of pagan temples, outside of town, in 

honor of his Queen's false gods. 

However, Queen Jezebel was dissatisfied with her sin 

being confined to the outskirts. She slowly began to bring her own 

A 
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prophets of Baal and Asherah into Israel and used her new royal 

position to order the prophets of God to be killed off one by one.  

Soon her husband was completely engrossed in the worship of 

these false gods and quickly forgot and abandoned his former 

beliefs. Israel, looking to their leaders, largely followed suit. They 

abandoned the true God and called out to their idols for help and 

advice.  

It was under the reign of King Ahab and Queen Jezebel 

that The City of Jericho, an ancient hive of paganism, prostitution 

and immorality of all kinds, that God himself destroyed, was 

rebuilt.  

Twenty-two years past and Israel's corruption only grew. 

It just so happened that one day King Ahab decided that we 

wanted to reclaim a territory known as Ramoth Gilead, that he 

deemed to be rightfully his.  

Ahab gathered all of his false prophets together to inquire 

of the gods as to whether or not he should go to battle and what 

the outcome would be. What he didn't know was that all that was 

about to transpire had already been orchestrated in the Heavenly 

places. 

God had seen enough of Ahab and Jezebels sin and had 

decided to bring their reign of corruption to a screeching halt. He 

asked His multitudes for a volunteer to go to Earth and entice 

Ahab to attack Ramoth Gilead (and in doing so, meet his bloody 

end).  There was much conversation on this matter, but eventually 
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a spirit stepped forward and tossed his hat in the ring for the task. 

He told God that he would become a lying spirit in the mouths of 

all of Ahab's prophets in order to give Ahab a false sense of 

security and send him to his death. The Lord approved and the 

spirit departed.  

Under the direct influence of the spirit, all of Ahab's 

prophets were given silver-tongues and in turn promised Ahab 

great victory and urged him to meet the opposing force head on. 

All of the prophets said this except one. 

Among all these false witnesses was one righteous 

Follower of God. His message was very different. Instead of 

promising victory he sternly warned Ahab to avoid the battle for 

he would surely be killed. Ahab scoffed at this warning and had 

the last remaining prophet of the Lord thrown into prison. He then 

set out for Ramoth Gilead with a hard heart and determination to 

blaze his own trail separate from the desires of the Lord. He never 

returned. 
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-Entertaining the Enemy-  

irst of all, I promise we are going to do more than watch 

TV this chapter. I believe our story above provides us 

with an excellent demonstration of the disastrous 

outcome of giving the Devil an inch. Take our friend, Ahab. 

Initially, he only allowed idol worship into his kingdom in order to 

please his wife. He set up separate areas for these false religions 

to be practiced and then proceeded about his business. Jezebel 

took the inch that Ahab gave her and began to build on it.  

Many Christians and Christ-Follower's in today's society 

entertain the Devil as if he were a family member, using the guest 

room in their homes while they visit for the Holidays. Far too often 

we accept things into our lives that are in direct contrast to our 

beliefs. Like Jezebel, the Devil isn't going to be satisfied with 

simply staying in the guest room away from all the fun. Eventually 

he is going to venture out into the kitchen and make bacon and 

eggs for everyone to share. 

In my sophomore year of high school, smartphones were 

on the rise and traditional book reading was greatly on the 

decline. To combat this new phenomena, my academy began to 

mandate a half hour of each school day, as “sustained silent 

reading.”  

Originally, I had intended to use this time to play chess 

with my classmates, but one day, by random, I picked up a copy 

F 
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of Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire from a classmate. I recalled 

the movies coming out when I was younger, but I was not allowed 

to watch them, nor read the books as a child because my parents 

deemed the premise of the series to revolve around the use of 

magic, which they considered Biblically inappropriate.  

After reading a little bit, I immediately took a great 

interest in the series and ended up purchasing the whole book set. 

Each morning between third and fourth period, you could find me 

slouched in a desk at my Christian Academy, reading stories about 

curses, witchcraft, spells, hexes, resurrection, divination, and so 

on. And I was far from the only student fully engrossed in a Harry 

Potter book! And no one had a problem with this. Soon a friend 

and I hit up the computer lab and began Google searches inquiring 

on how to cast spells and put curses on people. 

Two years ago (before my re-commitment to Christ), I 

would have never even remotely considered that consuming 

entertainment such as Harry Potter could be at all damaging to 

someone's walk with Christ. In fact, I would have likely called you 

a “paranoid Christian wackjob” or “old fashioned” if you had 

proposed this idea to me. 

Let's toss this scenario at the wall and see if it sticks- 

Imagine all those years ago, that instead of just reading the Harry 

Potter books, I had decided that I wanted to start and 

extracurricular club about witchcraft and wizardry, casting spells, 

forging wands, and splitting souls into multiple pieces right there 
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at my Christian academy. How do you think my school leadership 

would have responded to that? 

Logically speaking, they should have been totally fine with 

it. I mean, half of the students in their school are carrying around 

books about this subject and they didn't seem to have a problem 

with that, so why would they object to the actual practice of the 

material that we were allowed to read about all day?  

If they objected it would most likely be on Biblical 

grounds. They would likely point to the handful of verses that 

state that witchcraft is strictly prohibited by God. That may be the 

extent of their understanding of it, but I would accept that as a 

reasonable rebuttal.  

Witchcraft, magic, sorcery, whatever you want to call it, 

is one-hundred and ten percent real. Yes, people skilled in these 

dark arts actually can do many of the things described in books 

and TV shows and movies such as Harry Potter or Lord of the 

Rings.  

Often, words of warnings by Christian parents to avoid 

material such as this are largely ignored by their children due to 

them not presenting an identifiable reason. As we stated before, 

simply saying “because the Bible says not to” is often not an 

acceptable answer to a Christian youth. 

A better answer goes something like this- Have you ever 

given any thought to where this mystical force called “magic” 

comes from? Perhaps various works of fiction present different 
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answers to this, but in real life, magic only has one source. And 

that would be the demonic realm.  

To practice actual witchcraft is to call on a demonic spirit 

and attempt to receive its help at performing an unnatural task. 

The demon may agree to lend you its power, or do something for 

you, if you repay it with servitude and often a host body. 

These “deals with the devil” have been going on since the 

beginning of time and they are still very much going on today. 

There are spells, curses, hexes, and cursed people everywhere 

you go. Yes, even in your hometown. 

A Believer should be fully aware of the prevalence and 

abilities of the demonic realm, but not be involved in it, unless it's 

for Deliverance purposes.  

It would wager that I would be able to find Christians far 

more eager to talk about Harry Potter, Lord of the Rings, or Game 

of Thrones, than they would be to talk about the reality and 

everyday involvement of demons in our lives. They somehow 

think that educating themselves on the real enemy that they face 

will “bring it upon them” but filling their minds with fictitious 

images and scenarios based on things of the demonic realm is a 

perfectly fine thing to do. 

If we recognize something such as magic appearing in 

works of fiction as something not to ever actually be attempted in 

real life because of spiritual significance and it being forbade in 

the Bible, then why would we ever think using it for our 
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entertainment is acceptable? By that same warped logic, wouldn't 

it be perfectly okay to view pornographic materials for 

entertainment purposes? We as Christ-Follower understand sex 

outside of marriage to be wrong to practice, but couldn't we just 

watch it for amusement? It's not like we are actually partaking in 

it so it should be fine, right? No, of course not. Same with magic 

and like supernatural material.  

Regardless, the infiltration of our culture with things 

based on demonic realities is being done purposely and 

meticulously by the monsters who rule this world. One of the 

main reasons that they do this is to generate an acceptance for 

evil among humans. You can see their work and ideals in all forms 

of media.  

Look at how perverse television shows have become. 

They glorify consequence free sex (which only exists in Hollywood 

fiction), homosexuality, and all other forms of Godlessness. The 

majority of movies are the same way. Not conforming to or 

accepting these incredibly sinful ideals may cause you to get 

branded as “hateful” or a “bigot”. Society has flipped a complete 

U-turn and now points their fingers in the face of those who 

refuse to accept all the immoral things that they once 

condemned. 

This is no different in the life of a Christ-Follower. 

Accepting Christ comes along with putting aside the sinful ways of 

your old life and pursuing things of the Holy Spirit instead. If 
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instead you resume consuming all that this world has to offer 

then, like in our story above, the Devil will take that inch you give 

him and expand it rapidly.  

As Ahab and Jezebel eventually saw to the reconstructing 

of Jericho, the demonic will see to the reconstructing of any 

footholds that they may have previously held in your life that God 

knocked down. Let me leave our discussions this chapter with a 

verse from 2nd Timothy. Here we are given an idea about what 

the state of humanity during the end times right before Christ's 

return to Earth will be like. I think this can be applied not just to 

the secular world, but also to much of American Christianity. 

2 Timothy 3:1-4- “You should know this, Timothy, 

that in the last days there will be very difficult times. For 

people will love only themselves and their money. They will 

be boastful and proud, scoffing at God, disobedient to their 

parents, and ungrateful. They will consider nothing sacred. 

They will be unloving and unforgiving; they will slander 

others and have no self-control. They will be cruel and hate 

what is good. They will betray their friends, be reckless, be 

puffed up with pride, and love pleasure rather than God. 

They will act religious, but they will reject the power that 

could make them godly. Stay away from people like that!” 

(NLT) 
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Alright, let's finish our show and see what becomes of those who 

let the Devil in. 

-A Word from Our Sponsor- 

 portion of tonight's programming was brought to 

you in part by Hell in a Handbasket Gifts and 

Accessories. As a “family owned company” we have 

been business for over ten thousand years and specialize in 

finding that perfect thing for you or that special someone that 

will cause total chaos and calamity in your life!  

We have gifts for all kinds of people! Negative music! 

Movies with evil themes! Pornographic materials! Video games 

where you summon demons! And so much more! 

What's that you say? You're trying to buy a gift for someone with 

a sound mind? No problem! Hell in a Handbasket has all kinds of 

packages uniquely designed to dismantle even the toughest of 

mental blockades! 

Is there a Christian on your Christmas list this year? 

Don't sweat it! Hell in a Handbasket has all kinds of fun innocent 

little treasures that even the strongest believer will think are 

harmless. We don't leave anybody out! 

I know what your thinking- where can I purchase all of 

these fine products from Hell in a Handbasket? Well, chances 

are, you already have!  

A 
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However, for repeat customers, we have our products in 

every single store in the world! Just check for that Hell in a 

Handbasket seal of quality...or don't which is how we might trick 

you into buying it. 

Hell in a Handbasket Gifts and Accessories, we deliver 

and its always free! Call in the next ten minutes to order any one 

of our fine baskets and we will double your order (just pay 

separate processing and handling of course). 

-The End of the Show- 

Once again the camera opens on the studio of “Chet Tonight”. 

Chet and the Devil who he welcomed in with open arms, sit in 

their respective places on the stage. The audience waves at the 

camera and cheers. 

Chet: “Welcome back my friends, my goodness our show has 

gone fast this evening! Well, Lucifer, you've certainly impressed 

us all with your incredible outreach and power that you've 

outlined for us. I'm sure that no one will ever question whose 

really in control of the affairs of men after tonight.” 

Lucifer: “Well I am certainly glad that you have found me 

enlightening and that you see things my way, Chet.” 
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Chet: “Of course my lord, having you here with us has been 

delightful!” Lucifer chuckles quietly to himself, amused by that 

statement. 

Chet: “Well we are about out of time, do you have anything you 

would like to say in closing, my king?” 

Lucifer's eyes lock onto Chet for a moment and then onto the 

audience. He licks his lips softly. 

Lucifer: “Why yes, I do.”  

Lucifer reaches into his suit and removes, much to the audiences 

surprise, a beautifully leather bond Bible! He opens it softly and 

flips through the pages with great care.  

Lucifer: “Ah yes, here it is.” He reads this verse clearly for all to 

hear. 

 

Isaiah 5:20- “What sorrow for those who say that evil 

is good and good is evil, that dark is light and light is dark, 

that bitter is sweet and sweet is bitter.” (NLT) 
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The audience is confused. Some laugh nervously, some are silent. 

Before they were blindly applauding every word that came from 

the mouth of the Devil, now they didn't know what to think. 

Lucifer had just finished reassuring them that embracing evil and 

forsaking good was the moral choice to make. He had even 

complimented them all for doing so! Why then would he read this 

verse? Even Chet looked confused. 

Chet: “I'm afraid that some of us don't know what you mean by 

that...” Chet's tone is worrisome.  

Lucifer: “Of course you don't. You all belong to me now. I've 

robbed your minds, creating confusion and despair. You now 

struggle with the simple God-given concept of what is good and 

what is evil! You invited me in, accepted my doctrines, and 

practiced my falsehoods. You had the way, truth, and life 

presented to you many times in your lives but you tossed that 

aside to pursue your own pleasures. You ate at my table and 

drank my wine! Your tongues and works became outlets for me 

and my angels to further our reach into humanity! You pushed 

away your loving Father and embraced my teachings instead! 

Me, the father of all lies!” 

Panic erupts in the studio as fire springs up all four walls of the 

building. Smoke begins to pour into the room, clouding the way 

to the exits. People begin to shove and fight their way down the 
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aisle. Suddenly, in a flash, black creatures appear all over the 

auditorium. There are many more of them then the number of 

humans present but they seem to all be attached to a certain 

human individual. They seize their victims pinning them down to 

the floors, preventing their escape as the flames draw closer. In 

the midst of the chaos and screaming, Lucifer rises from his 

throne and hold out his hands palms up. They don't look at all 

human anymore! Sinister claws have sprouted from his ash 

colored skin. His eyes glow crimson and his smile sports jagged 

teeth. 

Lucifer: “Peace, my children, peace! It will all be over soon! Is this 

not what you expected? Is this not what you asked for? I am the 

Devil, you fools! And I am not to be taken lightly!” 

And with those words, the building collapses burying everyone in 

a fiery grave. The feed cuts and static fills your TV screen. 

You sit back and try to process what you have just seen. Shaking 

your head and fluffing up your pillow, you switch off the TV 

promising yourself that you will avoid eating spicy Thai foods 

before bed in the future. 
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 Chapter 5 

Hannah and Company 

 

here are two killers that walk hand in hand along the 

shore of the battlefields within our minds always 

looking to the sea for new victims to devour. They are 

skilled craftsmen, one might even call them artists. You can see 

their work displayed in the lives of souls all around us. This sinister 

pair boasts of sinking more boats than all other monsters 

combined. While sharply effective, their styles are redundant and 

their methods unoriginal. The doors that they frequent are many 

and their grip is tight and unrelenting. 

The first of these horrors is donned all in black. He does 

not stand up straight, but slouches in his trench coat with his 

hands tucked into deep pockets. The skin on his face is gray and 

flaky, like ash, and his midnight colored hair hangs down to the 

hollow circles where his eyes should be.  

Instead of eyes, this monsters has only pits filled with darkness. 

Darkness is all he can see.  

T 
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Blackness pours from these pits and runs down his face, 

endlessly spilling onto the ground wherever he walks and onto the 

people which he visits. The infectious black liquid is a personal 

blend that he created himself of sadness, regret, longing, jealousy, 

anger, and hatred. He generously shares this poison with anyone 

whose hearts swirl with despair as his does. 

He comes to those who are sad and wraps his bony 

fingers around their heads, worsening their already deteriorating 

mental state. Around his neck hangs a glass jar that at a glance, 

appears to be full of marbles but from up close, you would be able 

to tell that these little orbs are eyes. Human eyes! These belong 

to his victims and he carries them around with him proudly as a 

trophies of those he has taken.  

If his words, presence, and doctrines are entertained long 

enough, he will drive his nails into the eyes of those he oppresses 

and carve them out. They too will be like him and only see the 

darkness. His name is the Gloom-Walker. 

He steps into the sea of the lost, becoming a like oil 

floating on the surface. This black mass intercepts the boats of the 

lost, calling out to them from underneath the dark waters. “Look 

around! Look at the storm and the strife!” he cries “You'll never 

make it to the shore, you're not good enough, you've failed!” He 

gestures to the far distance to those who have escaped his icy 

cries and have landed their boats on the shores. “See how they 

have left you behind? They've forgotten about you! They don't 
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care about you! They've destroyed you! Your failure is because of 

these people!” 

He listens to the woes of his victims and offer's them 

reassurance that goes down like honey but turns to concrete in 

the stomach. His lies are delicate, precise, and believable. 

“There's no hope for you!” he coos “there's no way out of these 

black waters.” The boats of his victims become trapped in the 

thick oil-like darkness, blinded by the Gloom-Walker, and under 

the constant icy rain and winds from the Maelstrom.  

His voice pierces like a frigid wind, tearing into the skin of 

his victims, slicing their wrists and arms like butter. Their blood 

runs down into their boats, mixing with the rain water, pooling at 

the bottoms, and spilling into the sea. The Gloom-Walker likes to 

promise his victims that he will leave it they bleed for him, but he 

never does. But he licks up every drop of blood, and with every 

drop, he grows more and more attached to them, his darkness-

dripping mind melding with theirs. 

Then all at once, out of the murky waters, two white 

hands emerge, seizing the sides of the boat and pull it down to 

the dark depths, sailor and all. 
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-Sadness at its Finest- 

n this chapter we will be discussing one of the two chief 

mind robbers. Its name is depression. In our Lighthouse 

analogy above, The Gloom-Walker represents how a visit by 

a spirit of depression often functions. These monsters are 

common, nasty, and they have the ability to render even the 

strongest of us immobile.  

There are two common fallacies regarding depression 

which stem from two separate sources- the Christian church and 

the secular world. The first of these incorrect notions originates 

from the secular stand point (but it definitely has made its rounds 

in the church as well). This is the idea that depression can be 

switched off like the porch lights.  

Many who suffer with depression have most likely been 

asked why they cannot just “get over it” or simply “get it 

together”. People afflicted by these conditions may take great 

offense at this extremely insensitive proposal.  

Those who believe that depression can be overcome with 

pure will power or with the passing of time say this because they 

are confusing depression with sadness-this is a common mistake. 

Depression and sadness are two very antithetical emotions and 

thus function completely differently from one another. 

Sad feelings can run over our hearts like a semi-truck, but 

often as time goes on and circumstances change, we will gradually 

I 
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feel less and less sad. Sure, the truck might leave a permanent rut 

that we will feel from time to time over the years, but it will not 

be always present.  

This is not the case with depression. Sadness is a passing 

emotion while depression is a fixed state of being. Sadness is a 

natural color in the human emotional pallet while depression is an 

alien targeted assault on your sanity.  

Let's say for an example that on a Christmas morning 

many years ago, you woke up to discover a excited new puppy 

waiting for you downstairs! You instantly fell in love with each 

other and spent the rest of the day playing fetch. That night he fell 

asleep in your bed with his fuzzy little head contently resting upon 

your chest.  

As the years passed, you grew up with the dog and he 

became your childhood best friend and he saw you off into young 

adulthood. One dreary day, you wake up and reach over to great 

your lifelong companion and he doesn't jump up to lick your face. 

He doesn't move at all.  

Much to your horror, you find that your best buddy has 

died in his sleep. Since you cared deeply for your pet, I'm certain 

you would feel a great pain in your heart. You may cry, and you 

may be downhearted for many days to follow.  

A year after that dreary morning, you will still very much 

miss your dog and you will have certainly not forgotten about him, 

but you will likely have moved on from grieving and placed your 
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dog in your memories where he is meant to be. You won't wake 

up every day feeling sad about the death of your dog because you 

will have accepted the fact that he is gone, and you have made 

yourself okay with that. You will be able to think about him and 

smile rather than cry as you remember all the games of fetch and 

hide and seek you played together over the years. While your dog 

will always hold a special place in your heart, life will march on. 

Having depression is like waking up every day and it's the 

morning that your dog died. The feelings of sadness, despair, 

dread, and hopelessness are always savagely sharp and do not dull 

over time. However, unlike sadness, depression does not 

necessarily require an event to trigger it. Many times those who 

struggle with depression will say that they are “sad for no reason”. 

It's considered poor manners (and sometimes offensive) to ask a 

person suffering with depression what exactly they are depressed 

about. They often don't know. 

Well-meaning rational thinkers will conclude that if they 

can get the depressed person to identify the source of their 

depression, they will be able to “come to terms” with whatever 

was getting them down and be able to move on.  

This method may sound good on paper but it is largely 

ineffective because depression does not spawn from a single 

thought, feeling, or circumstance. Rather, it originates in one of 

three main components that make up the fabric of humanity. 

These are- the body, the mind, and the soul.  
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All Mental illnesses originate in one these three 

categories and often they do not stay contained in a single 

category for very long. Soon the condition will branch out and 

infect the other two aspects of humanity. For an example, if your 

depression originates by virtue of your own thoughts and feelings, 

circumstances, or maybe unresolved personal issues, then it most 

likely began in the mind without much spiritual help. However, 

holding onto that much hurt can open doorways to the demonic 

and invite them in to begin their destructive work in your life. Thus 

the mind and soul will be infected. 

If your depression seems to just show up out of nowhere 

and you are suddenly bombarded with negative thoughts and 

feelings that have no justifiable source, then the likely the source 

behind this condition is spiritual (demonic). These lies that are 

spoon-fed into your mind mask themselves as your very own 

thoughts and feelings. However, they are invaders only interested 

in stealing your sanity. Entertaining demons will lead to a robbed 

mind. 

The body can play a duel role as a trigger for mental 

depression or as an opportunity for a demon to begin a string of 

lies that could lead to spiritual depression. Many people feel 

insecure about their bodies and often the bodily sources for 

theses insecurities are not easily changed. For an example, maybe 

a person thinks that they are overweight. They can allow this 

thought to fester within their own mind until it eats them alive 
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and will affect their mood, outlook on life, and every single thing 

they will do. However, this idea and feelings would be limited 

inside the boundaries of the mind. But let's say that this same 

person also believes themselves to be overweight and perhaps 

only lets the thought get to them every once and awhile. A demon 

may smell a potential doorway and begin badgering said person 

with accusing and destructive thoughts that can lead to spiritual 

depression.  

The soul and spirituality are often overlooked or their 

existence is rejected (by both the secular world and sometimes 

even the Christian community) This is why recovery apart from 

God is difficult and temporary vs recovery that includes God which 

is achievable and permanent.  

The second fallacy about depression comes from the 

Christian community and this is the belief that depression is a 

statement of a lack of faith (the Christians say this about a lot of 

things, basically anything negative). I have heard Christians say 

variations of the phrase “Just have more faith” or “faith can move 

mountains”. However, you may find that if you ask a Christian how 

one is to go about acquiring “more faith” they will not know what 

to tell you. 

This concept, like the first, must be approached carefully 

because faith is an important part of overcoming depression but 

it is certainly not the only part. The presence of depression does 

not indicate a lack of faith in God in the slightest but it certainly 
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can indicate the work of the demonic. As a Christ-Follower it is 

important to acknowledge all three aspects that play into 

depression- body, mind, and soul. The health of the body and the 

mind revolve around the heath of the soul. We discussed this in 

great detail in our first adventure. 

To construct an argument that can be used to dismantle 

these fallacies, lets journey back in time and pay a visit to a very 

distressed young woman. 

-The Sorrows of Hannah- 

 long time ago, there was a God-fearing man named 

Elkanah who lived a simple life as a farmer in the 

remote quietness of a hill country outside of a great 

city called Shiloh. Each year, Elkanah would take a young bull and 

his two wives, (this was a thing back then) Peninnah and Hannah, 

and make the journey down into Shiloh to present a burnt 

sacrifice to the Lord at His temple. Elkanah had children with his 

first wife, Peninnah and they traveled with her, but his second 

wife, Hannah, was unable to conceive so she walked alone.  

Upon preparing his burnt sacrifice, Elkanah would slice off 

the choice cuts of meat from the bull and distribute them among 

his wives and children. Peninnah would receive a fine steak for 

herself, and one for each of her children, while Hannah would only 

receive one piece of meat.  

A 
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Peninnah (who disliked Hannah, no doubt because she 

was jealous of her) would use this as an opportunity to remind 

Hannah that she did not have any children to share her dinner 

with. Peninnah knew that Hannah was tenderhearted and wanted 

nothing more in the world than to have a son and that she was 

deeply troubled at her inability to conceive. Peninnah perceived 

this to be a weakness in Hannah and a easy avenue to cause chaos 

in her life. Often after Peninnah left, Hannah would be reduced to 

tears and not even eat anything at all.  

Elkanah was aware of his wives bickering and reassured 

Hannah that her inability to have children was not a concern of 

his, but still Hannah remained very downhearted and 

discouraged. All the same, Peninnah picked and prodded at 

Hannah, year after year thus Hannah's grief only intensified. 
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-The Complete Image of the Depressed- 

ll the characters in our story above have very distinct 

purpose in the sorrows of Hannah. There are no 

backup dancers in this tale, rather everyone here has 

a very unique and essential role to play. Let's take a look- 

Hannah (Body)- A young woman devoted to her husband and 

passionate about serving the Lord. Her greatest desire is also her 

greatest weakness- to have a son. Unfortunately, she is barren. 

This is a physical circumstance that she can do nothing to 

change. 

Although Hannah loved the Lord, she began to measure 

her worth by a physical imperfection and the words of others. 

It's safe to say that her sorrow began here. 

A 

1 Samuel 1:10- “Hannah was in deep anguish, crying 

bitterly as she prayed to the Lord. And she made this vow: 

“O Lord of Heaven’s Armies, if you will look upon my 

sorrow and answer my prayer and give me a son, then I will 

give him back to you. He will be yours for his entire 

lifetime, and as a sign that he has been dedicated to the Lord, 

his hair will never be cut.” (NLT) 
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This is the same with may who suffer with depression. 

There is always just that one little thing that they wished they 

could change about themselves and if they could, then they 

would be happy. Achieving this is often impossible (at least apart 

from God), and this will leave the depressed person stuck in an 

endless loop of misery. 

Elkanah (Mind)- This gentleman is a sound and rational thinker. 

He is not overly emotional and offers logical solutions to Hannah 

dilemmas. 

Elkanah is the voice of reason and is representative of the 

sound and logical mind that we have between our ears. He simply 

does not see any justification for all of this blubbering by Hannah 

over the one thing in her life that isn't going the way she wants it 

to. He points out what she does have vs what she does not and 

weighs the scales. 

Many who suffer with depression will encounter Elkanah-

like people who ask them about their depression in logical terms. 

1 Samuel 1:8- “Why are you crying, Hannah?” 

Elkanah would ask. “Why aren’t you eating? Why be 

downhearted just because you have no children? You have 

me—isn’t that better than having ten sons?” (NLT) 
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“Elkanah” like people do not feel things the same way that 

“Hannah” like people do thus they do not understand them. 

Depression is complicated and I would dare to say it exists 

outside of the bounds of conventional logic and understanding. I 

spent ten years suffering from chronic depression. Many times 

during that decade, I would sit down and analyze my feelings and 

even then I could tell you that their presence didn't make a whole 

lot of sense.  

Sure, there had been things here and there that I wished 

I had done differently or I wished they had happened differently, 

but overall, my life was fine and I always gained more than I lost. 

The logic is sound, but I can tell you from experience that it is 

ineffective for combating depression. Because of this, “Elkanahs” 

are often next to no help to the mentally/spiritually ill.  

Elkanah's ideals can also exist in your own mind. You may 

find yourself questioning why you are depressed and searching for 

the source of your anguish with hopes to extinguish it. 

Peninnah (Soul)- The nagging voice and constant reminder of 

Hannah's source of grief. Peninnah represents the spiritual side 

of depression and she can be used as an allegory for The Gloom-

Walker in our tale.  
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Peninnah is the driving force behind Hannah's wrecked 

emotional state. She has found a sensitivity in the personality of 

Hannah and she has locked her sights on.  

It can be assumed that Hannah already carried around a healthy 

portion of insecurity regarding her inability to have children due 

to the intense emotional response that Peninnah is able to get out 

of Hannah whenever she taunts her. Peninnah emotional attacks 

were so severe that Hannah would be left crying in a heap, and 

refusing to eat.  

In the same way, the demonic will play off of existing 

frustrations, insecurities, fears, doubts, or whatever else your 

personal weaknesses may be. They often don't feed you 

erroneous lies, but half-truths twisted ever so slightly so that they 

are dwelt upon. Just like Peninnah nagged and taunted Hannah, 

spirits of depression will nag and taunt their victims serving as a 

1 Samuel 1:6-7- “So Peninnah would taunt Hannah 

and make fun of her because the Lord had kept her from 

having children. Year after year it was the same—Peninnah 

would taunt Hannah as they went to the Tabernacle. Each 

time, Hannah would be reduced to tears and would not even 

eat. ” (NLT) 
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constant stimulant so that the victim will seldom be free of a 

mental cloud of negativity. 

Hannah's story is not one of a “faithless” young woman 

who simply needs to get over her depression and move on. Rather 

it is the telling of a strong woman who is passionate about 

following God and living for Him. So much so that she is even 

willing to give her Son, the thing she desires most in this world, to 

the Lord for His service, if He will grant her request and let her 

spend just a few years with her precious child. Turns out, God was 

very aware of Hannah's grief. Let's check out what happens next. 

-Hannah Reaches out to God- 

ne night, during their annual sacrificial trip to the city, 

Hannah made her way to the temple and prayed to 

the Lord for a son. She was in such great anguish and 

cried bitterly as she uttered that prayer in her heart. That night 

Hannah promised God that if He were to give her a son, she would 

give the boy back to the Lord so that he could be a servant in the 

Lord's temple. 

It just so happened that there was an old prophet at the 

temple working the night shift by the name of Eli, who witnessed 

Hannah's desperate heartfelt prayer. Eli looked curiously upon the 

sobbing woman praying so urgently. This was not a common sight, 

O 
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so Eli assumed she must be drunk . After asking her what was 

going on, Hannah explained her situation to Eli.  

Hannah goes from brokenhearted on her knees pleading with 

the Lord, to skipping back to the camp and chomping down on a 

steak as happy as can be. Quite the contrast wouldn't you say? 

Rest assured, Hannah does not have bi-polar disorder. She has 

faith in God. In the time before the appearance of Jesus, God 

communicated to mankind mainly through prophets such as this 

Eli fellow. A word from a prophet was often taken as seriously as 

if God Himself had said it.  

 

1 Samuel 1:17-18- “In that case,” Eli said, “go in 

peace! May the God of Israel grant the request you have 

asked of him.” “Oh, thank you, sir!” she exclaimed. Then 

she went back and began to eat again, and she was no longer 

sad.”      (NLT) 
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There are a couple of things that I feel important to take 

away from the story of Hannah that can be applied to modern 

day Followers of Christ who struggle with depression. 

1. There was more to Hannah's depression that what was on 

the surface- Hannah was sad, there is no mistaking that. 

However, there were many other factors at play. In 

addition to disappointing herself, Hannah likely felt that 

she had disappointing her husband by not being able to 

give him a son. Then there was Peninnah and her 

constant nagging which took quite a toll. 

2. The Circumstance ailing Hannah was out of her control – 

Can a barmen woman simply decide to have children 

one day? Obviously, Hannah couldn't change her 

1 Samuel 1:19-20- “The entire family got up early 

the next morning and went to worship the Lord once more. 

Then they returned home to Ramah. When Elkanah slept 

with Hannah, the Lord remembered her plea, and in due 

time she gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel, for she 

said, “I asked the Lord for him.” (NLT) 
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circumstances to her favor. This kept her locked in 

despair and emptiness, unable to move forward.  

3. Hannah had great faith in God- Undeniably so. Hannah 

didn't go cry her heart out to the Lord while thinking 

that He couldn't help her. Hannah believed that the Lord 

was the solution to her sorrow and that is why she 

handed it off to Him.  

4. God did not condemn Hannah for being downhearted- 

God did not say “Yeah I might have helped you, but since 

you're freaking out about this means that you don't trust 

me so sorry”. Rather God showed Hannah compassion. 

The Lord is truly near to the brokenhearted. 

5. God took Hannah's depression seriously- God never told 

Hannah to wipe her eyes, take a deep breath and let it 

go. Rather, He directed her to go to the temple to pray 

at a time when Eli was present so that He could let 

Hannah know to look to the skies, because help was on 

the way! 

6. God was the solution- God reached down with His 

Almighty hand and fixed an unfixable problem. Just the 

mere mention of God being on the move was enough to 

cheer Hannah up. That is a testament to her faith. God 

certainly doesn't always intervene and change a 

circumstance that we are in despair over. Often He 

opens other doors and shows us new pathways forward.  
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We can certainly learn a lot about the relationship between 

God and depression from Hannah. Generally speaking, the root 

emotional causes for depression involve us being upset or 

distraught over things we cannot control. Demons of depression 

or Gloom-Walkers thrive on reminding us of these immovable 

barriers day and night. They want us to perceive our situation as 

hopeless. If the depressed individual is a Christian then demons 

will attempt to feed them the lie that they have no faith in God 

because if they did, they would not be suffering like this.  

If a depressed Christian tries to reach out to the Lord in prayer 

a demon might fill their head with doubtful thought about how 

the Lord cannot help them. Keep in mind, while God is near to the 

brokenhearted, so is the Devil. 

-Just a Little Blood- 

 had an experience a while back that I would like to share 

with you because I think it sheds a lot of light on the attack 

tactics of The Gloom-Walker. There was a friend of mine 

(let's call her Faith) who struggled severely with both of the killers- 

depression and anxiety.  

One day she found herself quite a bit more depressed 

than usual and simply could not shake all the despair laced 

thoughts that were spinning in her mind. She stayed in bed almost 

I 
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all of that day, but toward the evening she decided to take a bath 

with hopes that it might help to clear her head.  

As soon as she slipped under the warm bubble-blanketed water, 

she distinctly heard a voice in her head say- 

“If you want me to leave, you know what to do.” 

To her it sounded like a thought, but it referred to itself 

as if it were a third party personality speaking to her in her head. 

She was quite puzzled/creeped out and attempted to ignore this 

voice. However a few minutes later, after her eyes had closed 

peacefully, she heard the voice again. 

“You know what to do!” it hissed. “Make me disappear!” 

Very frightened now, her eyes scanned the tiny bathroom 

searching for the source of this voice. In high school, Faith had 

struggled with cutting herself when she felt depression settling in. 

She claimed that she would feel a release upon opening her skin 

and letting a small amount of blood flow out. Fast forward and she 

now assumed that is what this voice was demanding. Just a little 

blood and it promised it would be on its way.  

She screamed slightly as the shower curtain jerked by 

itself! She looked down in total horror to see that somehow, a 

shaving razor had appeared on the edge of the tub next to her! 

“Do it!” the voice demanded. She sat there staring at the razor, 

and petrified in fear. What was going on?! 
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That's where I found her. She and I had been talking for a 

while about some of the thoughts and feelings she had been 

having combined with all manners of terrifying nightmares. She 

and I had been texting throughout the day and all of a sudden, she 

had stopped replying so I went to check on her. 

I had assumed that her experiences were the work of the 

demonic and after hearing her bathtub story, I was fully 

convinced. We said some prayers together and the Gloom-Walker 

(thank you, Jesus) was forced to retreat without his blood sample.  

I hear stories everywhere I go from people who struggle 

with depression having similar thoughts which direct them to 

commit acts of self-harm. I sincerely wonder if such a thought can 

ever naturally originate inside of our own minds or if they, like in 

Faith's case, are always planted there by monsters who seek to 

torment us. In this case, the demon literately handed its victim the 

blade! 

Like I stated earlier when we were discussing the Fear-

Monger, once they know that you know, get ready. Perhaps the 

reason this spirit revealed itself was because of all the talking she 

and I had been doing recently about possible demonic influences 

on the mentally ill.  
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-Prayers to Combat the Gloom-Walker- 

t's always important to meet the lies of the demonic head 

on with the Truth of Jesus. The Gloom-Walker is often less 

of a serial liar like his companions, but more of a “serial 

reminder”. He loves retelling us painful stories from our past and 

pointing out all the things we cannot change. This is why it is 

important to never take your eyes off of your Heavenly Father and 

all the wondrous plans and purposes He has for your life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I 

Jeremiah 29:11- “For I know the plans I have for 

you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good and not for 

disaster, to give you a future and a hope.” (NLT) 
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A prayer against depression- 

Dear Jesus, 

Lord I know that You are above all things and that everything in 

Heaven and on Earth is subject to Your Almighty Power. God, 

while sometimes I don't understand while you allow certain 

things to happen in my life, please help me to keep my focus on 

You and all the good plans that You have promised You have for 

me. 

In the Holy Name of Jesus, I pray Amen 

A prayer against the Gloom-Walker- 

Dear Jesus, 

Lord I know that Your power is unlimited and unrivaled by all of 

the enemies. Jesus I ask in your Holy name that you bind this 

harassing spirit from tormenting me any longer and that You 

force it to depart from me now. I belong to You, Jesus, and there 

is no other authority in my life besides You. This demon has no 

place in my heart. 

In the Holy and Powerful Name of Jesus, I pray, Amen 
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-Keep Your Eyes set on the Horizon- 

 long time ago, an excited Pilgrim with direct 

instructions from the Lord was traveling the dusty 

roads of Israel. Among certain dietary restrictions, he 

had been instructed to keep moving forward and under no 

circumstances could he turn around and return the way he came.  

One day the Pilgrim journeyed to the palace of the King who ruled 

the dusty land. The King was in the process of making a burnt 

sacrifice to a pagan god, an abomination in the Holy Land of Israel. 

The Pilgrim cried out to the King, rebuking him! The alter on which 

the sacrifice had been prepared, split in two pieces in accordance 

to the word of the Lord.  

The King was outraged and reached out his hand, 

shouting to his guards to seize the Pilgrim. However, the Lord 

intervened and the outreached hand of the King was crippled, 

shriveling up, thus rendering it useless.  

The Pilgrim asked the Lord to restore the Kings hand, and 

the Lord answered him. Astonished, the King then invited the 

Pilgrim to return with him to his home so that the King could 

throw a banquet for the Pilgrim and shower him with gifts in order 

to thank him for his restored hand.  

The Pilgrim stuck to his guns, followed the Word of the 

Lord, declined the King's offer, and did not return the way that he 

came. He left the King and continued on his quest.  

A 
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Word came to an old man living in the area about what 

the Pilgrim had done in their town that day. He recognized the 

work of the Pilgrim to be acts of God. He pursued the Pilgrim and 

intercepted him on the road out of town. He, like the King, offered 

the Pilgrim food, drink, and relaxation, only his approach was 

meticulously different. The old man told the Pilgrim that an angel 

from God had instructed him to go and bring the Pilgrim back to 

town so that he may eat, drink, and relax. Taking the words of the 

strange old man at face value, the Pilgrim returned the way he 

came and dined in the Kings city. However, the fallacious nature 

of the old man was revealed during the feast. His words were not 

that of God and he had lied! The Pilgrim left the city, realizing the 

error of his ways, but while trying to get back on the road, a large 

lion came out of the woods, attacked him, and killed him. 

In the same way, we as Followers of Christ must always keep 

moving forward and never return the way we came. We must fully 

leave our past lives in the past. 

Our adversaries are many and they will see our works, 

recognize it as the Hand of the Lord, and then they will come to 

us and try to convince us to come back with them. Even 

entertaining them for a short time can give that ancient serpent, 

the Devil, just long enough to spring from the woods like a 

ferocious lion, and maul us. 
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-Hannah's Song of Freedom-

1 Samuel 2: 1-10- “ Then Hannah prayed: “My heart 

rejoices in the Lord! The Lord has made me strong. Now I have an 

answer for my enemies; I rejoice because you rescued me. No one 

is holy like the Lord! There is no one besides you; 

there is no Rock like our God. Stop acting so proud and haughty! 

Don’t speak with such arrogance! For the Lord is a God who 

knows what you have done; he will judge your actions. The bow 

of the mighty is now broken, and those who stumbled are now 

strong. Those who were well fed are now starving, and those who 

were starving are now full. The childless woman now has seven 

children, and the woman with many children wastes away. The 

Lord gives both death and life; he brings some down to the grave 

but raises others up. The Lord makes some poor and others rich; he 

brings some down and lifts others up. He lifts the poor from the 

dust and the needy from the garbage dump. He sets them among 

princes, placing them in seats of honor. 

For all the earth is the Lord’s, and he has set the world in order. He 

will protect his faithful ones, but the wicked will disappear in 

darkness. No one will succeed by strength alone. 

Those who fight against the Lord will be shattered. He thunders 

against them from heaven; the Lord judges throughout the earth. 

He gives power to his king; he increases the strength of his 

anointed one.” (NLT) 

 



 

 

 Chapter 6 

Black Tar Thoughts 

 

 can hear a man's voice humming inside my head” 

Rachel stammered. Her hands were shaking violently 

and her eyes fluttered up and down. “What do you 

mean, humming?” I asked. This was definitely a new one for me. I 

had heard of many incidents of the demonically oppressed 

hearing audible voices inside of their heads telling them all sorts 

of horrors, but I had never heard of them singing. 

“He's humming, just humming” Rachel continued “He wants to let 

me know that he's here!” Rachel was in the middle of having an 

anxiety attack and had been struggling with exploding thought 

patterns for the last couple hours. In her case, the demons that 

had attached themselves to her, had revealed themselves 

recently, within the year, and now openly tormented her 

whenever they pleased.  

“I 



Chapter 6- Black Tar Thoughts 

 

 144 

“What song is he humming?” I asked “Is it Highway to Hell, 

because that would be appropriate for him.” Rachel smiled 

slightly but then her expression flashed into fixed terror.  

“He's angry! He's coming!” she cried. She collapsed onto her bed 

shaking miserably. I began to pray out loud in preparation of the 

emergence of the humming ghoul asking Jesus to be the Authority 

in the room and to let His power over evil be demonstrated for 

Rachel to see. My prayer was cut short however by hideous 

laughter breaking out from Rachel's lips.  

Her eyes were closed tight, but fixed across her face was 

something I recognized all too well- a demented smile. I continued 

to pray and was met with another round of laughter.  

“I assume I have the displeasure of speaking with the humming 

insect that has been bothering this sweet girl?” I said out loud. 

The laughter was suddenly laced in bass almost as if there were 

two voices pouring from one mouth.  

“In the Name of Jesus, leave this place at once!” I 

commanded. Rachel's body was thrown against the wall as one 

last howl erupted from her lips. And with that, the humming devil 

fled into the night. 

All at once, Rachel woke. I asked her if she recalled 

anything that had just happened and she assured me that she did 

not. I asked her if she still felt anxious and she said “Not even a 

little bit.” We had gone from hours of anxiety, to demonic attack, 
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to no anxiety at all. I had never seen an emotional switch this 

drastic before.  

I had definitively read accounts of those in the 

deliverance ministry claiming to have encountered spirits of 

depression, anxiety, and many other types of mental illnesses. 

Often, they reported calling up the spirits and asking them their 

names. Sometimes demons would respond with something 

generic such as “pain” “hatred” or “lust”, but on some occasions 

the tormenting demons would respond by identifying themselves 

as “depression” or “anxiety”.  

The next day I began work on this book. I had seen a 

whole new side of the spiritual realm which gave me far more 

insight on the personalities and specialties of the enemy we face. 

This is the second killer who strolls hand and hand with the 

Gloom-Walker into the lives of the lost at sea. She is pale white, 

like snow and her blue eyes spin round her head like a slot 

machine. Her entire body shakes like a blade of grass in a blizzard.  

She speaks so fast that it is impossible for the most people to 

understand her. Her victims fall to the floor of their boats covering 

their ears upon hearing her voice. Her name is the Storm-Spinner.  
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-Invasion of the Mind Snatchers-  

nother bit of misinformation that the Christian 

church likes to support is to portray the Devil and his 

demonic angels in an impersonal light. They are 

presented more of as an “it” rather than a “they” and “them”.  

Not much thought is really given to the motives behind the work 

that the demonic does, the thoughts that go through their heads, 

the plans that they make, or their likes and dislikes. They have all 

of these features about them, just as we as humans do. Demons 

are often thought to be mindless forces of evil, not as vindictive 

geniuses who rule over this planet with an agenda for each one of 

us. There is a verse in the Bible that I would like to share with you 

to support this claim of a personal Devil vs a metaphor for evil. 

A 

Matthew 12: 43-45- “When an evil spirit leaves a 

person, it goes into the desert, seeking rest but finding none. 

Then it says, ‘I will return to the person I came from.’ So it 

returns and finds its former home empty, swept, and in 

order. Then the spirit finds seven other spirits more evil than 

itself, and they all enter the person and live there. And so 

that person is worse off than before. That will be the 

experience of this evil generation.” (NLT) 
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Jesus has provided us with a ton of insight on the enemies 

we face packed into these few paragraphs. First off, He confirms 

the coming and going of evil spirits. Demonized people have ups 

and downs, good days and bad days. Good days are most likely 

the result of the evil spirit having departed for the time being.  

Those who struggle with depression or anxiety often will 

admit that they have good days sprinkled in with all the bad ones. 

Sometimes days come where they feel pretty darn good and for a 

few hours they almost forget that they struggle with a crippling 

mental illness. During my struggle with depression I can recall 

many such days. 

If you struggle with depression or anxiety and you also 

experience these “good days” you may want to ask yourselves 

“why?”. Why are you at peace today when yesterday you were a 

nervous wreck? Did your circumstances change overnight? Did 

you solve whatever problem you that your mind was racing over 

twenty-four hours ago? Or in the case of depression- Why are you 

up and about today when yesterday you couldn't even find the 

motivation to get out of bed? What changed? 

Demons most likely work on many “cases” at once. They 

may journey from person to person in a small area, or perhaps 

they simultaneously work in the lives of people thousands of miles 

apart, who's to say? Regardless, I can tell you from my experience 

with the demonically oppressed, demons definitely get around, 

sometimes being absent for months or years at a time.  
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Next I'd like to point out the conversation that the demon 

has with itself in the illustration that Jesus is making. We can 

clearly see here that spiritual beings such as angels or demons, 

have thinking minds, very much like we do. The demon is able to 

reason with itself and make a decision just as smoothly as you and 

I often do when determining which gallon of milk is the best deal 

to purchase at the supermarket. If demons were nothing more 

than mindless clouds of pure evil, they would not be able to think. 

Third, check out what the demon finds when it returns- 

its former home is empty, swept, and in order. I do not believe 

that Jesus was talking about the actual physical building that the 

demonically oppressed individual lived in, but rather the mind of 

the individual. It wouldn't make much sense if He were referring 

to the actual house. If it were simply a brick and mortar house, 

why then would the state of the person get worse, if they 

themselves were not either physically or mentally affected in 

some way? I mean, I can tell you from experience that demonic 

monsters make horrid house guests as they are incredibly noisy, 

irritable, and rude, but we are told toward the end of this verse 

specifically that the spirits enter the person aka- the persons 

mind.  

Accepting the interpretation that the “house” represents 

the mind, it is implied that the mental state of the person in 

Jesus's tale was a complete wreck before the departure of the 

demonic spirit. After the spirit leaves, the individual sees a brief 
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time of peace which they begin to recover from the mental assault 

they were under a.k.a the house being swept and put into order. 

This is resulted in the demonically oppressed person having a few 

“good days”.  

Finally, Jesus confirms three more realities about the 

demonic in the end of this passage. The first is that they often do 

not work alone- I will tell you till I'm blue in the face; where there 

is one, there are ten and where there are ten, there are twenty. 

He then tells us that there is a variety in the wickedness, or power 

levels of the spirits. We know this already from our previous 

adventure and from other parts of scripture when we discussed 

how to remove these spiritual ticks from our lives. Some can be 

commanded out in the name of Jesus while others will not leave 

unless God Himself orders them to via the prayers of a Christ-

Follower.  

And for the finale, we are told that the state of the person 

will be far worse than before. We can contribute this to the 

increased number of evil spirits now harassing the victim and to 

the fact the victim was given a glimpse of freedom, only to be 

dragged back down into the pits.  

“That will be the experience of this evil generation” 

Those haunting last words of Jesus leave me wondering 

what generation He was referring to. It could have been the 

current one that He was among, or it could have been one yet to 

come. It even might be our generation! 
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Jesus applies this example of demonic oppression to an 

entire generation, not just a handful of people. He is making a 

considerable statement in doing this. 

I was born in 1992 so I am among the largely despised 

Millennial Generation. While mental illness/demonic influence 

has existed since the dawn of time, it seems to be a defining 

characteristic among the Millennial's. Perhaps things have always 

been this bad and the Millennial's are the first generation to really 

give it a voice or perhaps the Devil is upping his game as he knows 

that his time is very short. Remember, the demonic does not need 

a large amount of time to lead endless numbers of people astray.  

I believe what Jesus referred to as the experiences of “this 

evil generation” is what is happening all around us right now 

during this generation. Spin in a circle and point and you will 

probably find at least ten people who will tell you that they 

struggle with depression, anxiety or both! If we do in fact have evil 

spirits coming and going in our minds and inviting their wicked 

friends to join them in their endeavors, that might shed some light 

on why just about everyone seems to “not be okay” anymore. 
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-Coffee Break- 

'm actually going to step out for a little bit if you don't mind 

and grab a coffee. It's almost four-o'clock while I'm writing 

this to you and I'm hitting my late afternoon crash so 

caffeine is needed. If you read the first book in this series then you 

are very familiar with the “Jane Story” which tells of my initial 

plunge into the spiritual aspect of ministry.  

I've asked Jane to take over narrating our adventure for a 

bit while I'm out in order to give you an idea of what the inside of 

an anxious mind where evil spirits come and go looks like. Cheers! 

-A Word from Jane- 

ello, my name is Jane. If you have read the first 

Monsters Walk Among Us book then you probably 

know my story rather well. However, I'm writing to 

you today with hope on shedding some light on what the inside of 

a demonically oppressed mind looks like (yes I know Jeremiah just 

said that, he wasn't supposed too). The following is written as if 

we were back in time and you were able to read my thoughts. This 

is often what goes through the mind of a Christian who has silently 

sold themselves to the Devil. 

Take Care, 

Jane 

I 

H 
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-Black Tar Thoughts- 

'm Jane. I am an environmentalist, I am strong, weak, and 

broken, all at the same time, I'm an animal-lover, borderline 

sex addict, weed-loving, often buzzed, Christian.  

I cuss, I drink, and I've had sex. I've been suicidal, depressed, 

anxious, lonely and driven by many different events in this life. I've 

had profound thoughts about the Devil, his demons, and Hell.  

I've listened and participated in concerts that have claimed the 

Devil's name as holy and mighty and praised it. And at one time, I 

understood the desire to be close to Lucifer and everything he has 

to offer.  

It's very simple, easy, exciting, and scary all at the same 

time. It's very similar to what most people feel when they 

experience this thing called love. It's evil, laced with a delicious 

taste of darkness. 

It was almost relieving, these feelings; calming even. At 

last I was allowed to feel lust without the dead weight of judgment 

hanging around my neck. I was allowed to feel my blood starting 

to thin out as I take another sip of rum and Coke. My own breath 

tasted good on another man's lips as it blended with the taste of 

cigarettes, coffee, and alcohol.  

Bad decisions felt so good. The pain of crippling 

depression, tattoo guns, and needles in my nose-it all felt so good. 

I 
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To finally break away from all the rules of Salvation and all of the 

abusive manipulative liars who practiced it. 

At night, the Devil would take his finger to lift my chin and 

tell me to smile big and thank him for giving me all of these things. 

He gave me God's body (my body he created) to abuse and give 

away to secular men. Men who were attracted to the darkness 

swirling behind my eyes and would drink that darkness, soothing 

their own lost souls. I was oblivious to my own feelings. I finally 

felt like “me” again. It felt like freedom. 

I felt like a stronger woman. A stranger to many who knew 

me before. I would put on my black heels and a tight black dress 

only to ensure that I would remain unforgettable in the minds of 

men.  

Everything seemed to be going so well, until it wasn't. My 

life began to crumble under the weight of my decisions. 

Relationships with family and friends, they were all temporary and 

began to disintegrate right before my eyes. I would fall asleep 

some nights and the Devil's demons would come to me and greet 

me kindly. “Don't worry,” they hissed, “There will be others”. As I 

woke up, I would listen to music that comforted the black soul 

that would take over my heart (what was left of it at that time).  

Now I can tell you that there was nothing that I could do or say 

that would hurt and burn Lucifer himself than when I said the 

name, “Jesus”. I would be threatened with nightmares, rape, 

suicide, so on and so forth. My anxious thoughts and depression 
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would worsen as I begun to think/consider alternatives to this life. 

I was desperate for quick fixes and easy alternatives, so I began 

medications. Prescriptions and self-help medications that would 

alter my perception of reality, but then fade away, slowly 

introducing me back into my misery.  

If I prayed or sought help, I would visited by Lucifer and 

his apprentices, only these times, they wasn't so sweet to me. 

They would forcefully shove me against walls and drag their nails 

down my arms and legs, screaming “We had a deal, Miss Jane!” 

What I would quickly realize is that this deal became my life. 

Demons surrounded me similar to what they do in Hollywood 

horrors; All equipped with different tasks and ways to torture me. 

I was told to get help. Therapists were a joke. So was medication. 

Friends and Family were NEVER to be relied upon. Feelings and 

thoughts were jokes now. I felt trapped, secluded, and hopeless. 

Little did I know how drastically my life would begin to change. 

One man and a Big God with a calling for both of us.  

So how did I get like this? This story begins with my 

childhood. Most Christian households raise their children to know 

the Bible, the many authors, and the Creator Himself. The purpose 

of this is to build a foundation or to set them on the right path in 

their faith.  

While this is all good and fine, this can easily be forced 

and sometimes become corrupted. I am not a parent myself, so I 

cannot speak for what my mom went through with me, however, 
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it can easily be described as what most Christian parents do with 

their children. They only want the best for them. 

I was taught who Jesus was, what he did for me, the lyrics to 

worship and praise songs that are repeated time and time again 

in any church you attend.  

I was read the Bible stories about Jesus's miracles and 

John 3:16 was etched into my brain whether it was through 

countless sermons or youth clubs (mine was called Awana). We 

recited prayers like how you would recite the pledge of allegiance 

in school. It's taught that you must know Jesus in your heart, body, 

and soul in order to get a golden ticket to the gates of Heaven. 

Easy childhood right? Not likely. 

See, my parents had me out of wedlock and they both 

were not Christians at the time. My mother is not even married to 

my biological father anymore. The Bible says that I'm called a 

“bastard” (born out of wedlock). When I was about five years old, 

my father got sentenced to eight years in prison. I lived with and 

grew up with my mother and my step-father. My step dad was a 

very patient man with my mother and I. My mom came to know 

Christ after divorcing my father. She married my step-father a few 

years later and had three kids with him. 

My siblings and I had very different temperaments, let's 

put it that way. They had in their blood patience and gentleness 

meanwhile I was diagnosed with severe ADHD and had a very bad 

attitude.  
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My parents will tell you even to this day that I have always 

learned things the hard way. If you don't know what bad 

temperament, zero patience, and a bad attitude translates to in a 

child, it translates to a difficult child. Furthermore, when you are 

the difficult child (especially in comparison to other children) you 

tend to have stricter parents. This means more rules, more 

attention to detail, different parenting styles (all trial and error) 

and so on.  

The Bible was used as a mean of justifying punishments 

and actions that I deemed to be unfair or too harsh. I was 

constantly told that I was in danger of “God removing His hand 

from me.” 

I always hug my mom a little tighter every time I go to visit 

her because even though she had no idea what she was doing with 

me, struggled to understand me and my personality, I still turned 

out okay.  

After high school, I got accepted to Purdue University for 

a Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences major. For not being held back a 

year like I should have been, I was ecstatic and shocked that I got 

into such a prestigious school. I was dating at the time and it was 

a first love kind of love. He was a Christian too and raised similarly 

to how I was so we connected on deep levels. He became my best 

friend and soon my only friend. He got accepted into Purdue as 

well so we went together. It wasn't until my freshmen year of 

college that I realized how dark he was truly was. 
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The stress of college made me cling to the God I thought 

I knew and my boyfriend at the time. I started to waiver in my faith 

because I was failing and questioning life and thus, began my 

anxiety and depression. I found that my boyfriend was not fond of 

my personality at times, especially when I was anxious or 

depressed for “no reason”.  

My panic attacks and night terrors started my sophomore 

year of college. They would gradually worsen as the years went 

on. I went from being anxious about one exam to contemplating 

if I even should stay in college anymore or if my boyfriend was 

going to break up with me. I wouldn't sleep much due to studying 

or slight episodes of insomnia. When I would sleep (sometimes 

next to my boyfriend, sometimes not) I would wake up with 

scratches or burns on my body and my dreams would be very vivid 

to the point where I wouldn't know if I was dreaming or not. My 

ex would pick me up and shake me vigorously and sometimes I 

still wouldn't wake up.  

Whenever I would get into an argument with my ex 

(which was quite often) I would go into a panic attack and he 

would just get furious. There were times where he would pick me 

up and slam me on my back or an instance where he shoved a 

shopping cart into my ribs when he was having a bad day.  

I'd wake up the next day and it would be hard to breathe, hard to 

walk, even hard to talk sometimes. He would always apologize the 
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very next day and buy me my favorite chocolates or take me out 

to dinner, and tell me how beautiful I was. 

You're probably thinking “why didn't you just leave him?” It wasn't 

that simple. People will always argue the opposite until they are 

actually put into a similar situation. By this time we had been 

dating for three years. We put a lot of prayer, time, effort and 

more into making that relationship work. I understood that it 

wasn't healthy and not a good Christian relationship, but let's be 

honest, where do you find that “good” of a man? God HAD to have 

put him in my life for a reason, right?  

I loved him...I really did. Finally, after almost five years of 

he and I arguing, constantly fighting, and the manipulative and 

physical abuse, I suggested we break up. He instantly got furious 

and fired off all the reasons of why we should stay together. It 

came down to “I'm not letting us break up”.  

Honestly, I feared for my life. Not in the way of “I think my 

boyfriend is going to kill me” it was more of a “I don't want this for 

the rest of my life”. I thought I had no choice. I had a feeling he 

was going to propose and instead of being excited, I was terrified. 

I was supposed to be happy. Engagement, marriage, a 

family....that's every girls dreams. It was my worst nightmare. I 

had to get out. But how? I worked so hard to keep this relationship 

going to four years...why would I throw it all away? He knew so 

much about me...too much about me. But he takes care of me. 

Prays for me, claims to give me a life that I will actually want. My 
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thoughts would literately make me sick. The thoughts ate me for 

a another month. I couldn't eat, sleep , or focus on anything or 

importance. I became depressed, anxious, stressed, at such 

intense levels that I was completely unfamiliar with it.  

I finally broke it off after a month of mental anguish and 

misery. He took it a lot better the second time than I thought he 

would have. I turned out to be the messy and broken one. 

And so I was left alone by myself with the demons that I had 

entertained over those years. They descended on me like hot 

black tar, covering my mind and consuming it. Everyone was gone 

now. Everything was fear. The day brought emptiness and 

numbness and the night brought monsters and terrors. The only 

relief from the black tar was to give into it, let the Devil run the 

show while I go off and have a good time, free of any guilt or 

remorse that might muddy the cool waters of sin. 
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-Spinning out of Control- 
 

t's me again, your favorite author. Apparently the Speedway 

station down the road from my office is serving pumpkin 

spice lattes...and it's January. So that's what I got. I mean, 

that is still my favorite flavor even though its four months out of 

season, I don't know, it just feels weird drinking it. 

Anyway, I'm glad Jane agreed to speak to us directly in this book. 

I believe her story to be so much more powerful when she tells it 

vs me telling it as third party. 

Jane's dance with the Devil started out feeling euphoric. 

Everything was new, exciting, and delicious. But the second she 

looked over her shoulder, he attacked her. The demons who Jane 

previously had partied with, now became her worst nightmare 

(literally). They made threats, caused her physical and mental 

pain, and isolated her away from God, her family, and everything 

she ever knew. Notice how her story has both spiritual illness and 

mental illness working side by side along with events and 

scenarios in her life.  

There are people (Christians and non-Christians) who lead 

similar life's as Jane did being constantly under oppression from 

both spiritual and physical sources. 

 

 

 

I 
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-A Word from Jesus on Anxiety- 

Luke 12: 22-31- “Then, turning to his disciples, Jesus 

said, “That is why I tell you not to worry about everyday 

life—whether you have enough food to eat or enough 

clothes to wear. For life is more than food, and your body 

more than clothing. Look at the ravens. They don’t plant or 

harvest or store food in barns, for God feeds them. And you 

are far more valuable to him than any birds! Can all your 

worries add a single moment to your life? And if worry can’t 

accomplish a little thing like that, what’s the use of worrying 

over bigger things?” 

“Look at the lilies and how they grow. They don’t work or 

make their clothing, yet Solomon in all his glory was not 

dressed as beautifully as they are. And if God cares so 

wonderfully for flowers that are here today and thrown into 

the fire tomorrow, he will certainly care for you. Why do 

you have so little faith?” 

“And don’t be concerned about what to eat and what to 

drink. Don’t worry about such things. These things dominate 

the thoughts of unbelievers all over the world, but your 

Father already knows your needs. Seek the Kingdom of God 

above all else, and he will give you everything you need.” 

(NLT) 
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-How to Stop an Exploding Mind- 
 

o its 3am and you can’t sleep. What is it tonight? Is there 

someone on your mind? Are you sad? Angry? Lonely? 

Unhappy? Think back for a second. When was the last 

time you were happy? Like actually happy. Not this pretending 

nonsense where you go back and forth from joy to despair 

sometimes by the hour, but actual real uninterrupted happiness.  

You probably don’t remember. It’s possible that you have never 

even experienced this feeling called happiness in the first place. 

Many think back to their childhood when asked to define what 

pure happiness looks like, but let's examine that for a second…you 

actually probably weren’t that much happier as a child then you 

are now.  

When you were a child you had all the daily childhood 

dilemmas and traumas to deal with which seemed so incredibly 

important then but so silly now. You were probably far more 

emotionally unstable in your youth as well. Childhood innocence 

so often gets confused with happiness. 

And you definitively weren’t happy when you were a 

teenager and you were just getting a taste of the bitterness of the 

adult world. You were far too busy working through insecurities 

and fears while drowning in the shark pool that is young 

adulthood. 

S 
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And that brings us to now. You're still here, and still 

unhappy. Nothings has changed in that field since the day you 

were born. You might feel frustrated, like you have every piece of 

life’s puzzle perfectly in place. All except for one. That missing 

piece whose vacancy sits in the center of the puzzle like a black 

hole. If found it would make everything complete, orderly, and 

from this, happiness would flow. 

Perhaps you just haven’t found that person yet. Maybe 

you believe a mysterious stranger who has yet to walk into your 

life to be your missing piece. Or maybe it’s a job that you have to 

have to achieve happiness, or a possession of some sort. Maybe 

it’s success or recognition.  

Many also think that happiness is dependent on where 

they live. If they could just leave this horrible place where all these 

horrible people live and all these horrible things happened then, 

maybe then, they could be happy. 

So let's say you do that. You move away. You find success 

and that special someone. But the madness between your ears 

continues. And the void where that missing piece fits only grows 

bigger and bigger. Always demanding more stimulants and 

promising happiness once you’ve met its demands. It never 

delivers, and you are never happy. 

Many are born, live and die this way. They never see the 

bright skies beyond the storm clouds, or the monsters under their 
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beds. It’s truly the saddest thing. Here’s the thing though. You’re 

not alone and you never have been. 

No matter where you are or what you’re doing, thinking, 

stressing over, or afraid of, you’re always with in arms reach of the 

Creator of the Universe. He is the only thing that can stop an 

exploding mind. And He'll stop it for good. 

God freely offers peace, rest, purpose, and hope. He will 

fill that bottomless void. God is the missing puzzle piece to a 

complete life. You can end all of this with a simple prayer from 

your tired heart. A prayer to calm your mind can go something like 

this- 

Dear Jesus, 

Lord, I'm worried tonight and as hard as try, I cannot seem to get 

my mind to slow down. Jesus, I know You are all powerful and 

that You are the Lord of all thing. I know that everything that 

transpires in Heaven and on Earth is subject to Your Almighty 

Power. Please be with me tonight and calm my heart and my 

mind. Please fill this my heart and this room with Your presence 

and peace. And please guard my mind from the enemies 

influence.  

In the Holy and Precious Name of Jesus I Pray, Amen 
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-A Last Thought from God- 
 

t was a time of high stress in my life, just a few weeks ago. 

My girlfriend, Lena, and I were in the process of purchasing 

our first home. This came a time where Lena had recently 

accepted a new management position at her company and was 

trying to juggle all the new responsibilities that came with 

leadership and I was working full time at my families car lot and 

writing full time in the evenings.  

If you've ever bought a home then you are very familiar 

with all the hoops that you need to jump through, the thousands 

of forms you will need to dig out, and the mountains of paperwork 

you have to sign.  

Both Lena and I were balancing everything well enough 

and the process was moving far more quickly than we had 

expected. On our first outing of house showings, we fell in love 

with a cute little 19th century single story home with a big fenced 

in back yard for our furry child, Kirby. The home had been stripped 

down to the stud and fully renovated, making everything in the 

home like new. We put an offer on the home the same day of the 

showing. 

Within a half hour, the seller accepted our offer and Lena 

and I immediately attributed this to receiving a nod of approval 

from God. Within the next week, we had all the paperwork and 

I 
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inspections completed and we were rapidly coming close to the 

day of the final closing.  

Although we never said it, both Lena and I still entertained 

a similar worry in the back of our minds as we filled out all the 

paperwork. “What if this is a huge mistake?” We were also 

unmarried at the time so another worry that we had was “What if 

we don't make it?”  

On a rainy morning five days into the home purchase 

experience, I found myself turning these fears over in my mind as 

I drove to work. I looked up into the wet clouds and asked the Lord 

if what we were doing was truly His will. 

It was then that my eyes bounced down to the road in 

front of me and I noticed that I was driving behind a tow truck. I 

squinted through the foggy windshield at the name printed on the 

back of the truck. “Garry's Wrecker Service”.  

Upon seeing that name I was instantly reminded of 

another rainy morning many years ago. This was back in my route 

driver days where I used to wake up at the crack of dawn to 

embark on a two hundred mile journey throughout Northern 

Indiana delivering magazines (this is back when people actually 

read printed magazines and even then it was in a rapid decline). 

On that wet morning all those years ago, I had parked my 

1993 Chevy G20 van in the backyard of the duplex that I rented. 

During the night it had poured down rain causing my two ton 

vehicle to sink into the mud. When I went to leave the next 
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morning for work, my van wouldn't budge, rather my tires only 

spun and caused the van to sink further into the soft earth.  

Having no other option, I resorted to calling a tow truck to come 

and pull me out of the mud. I recall my vans tires were so buried 

in my attempts to get out myself that the tow truck literately had 

to drag my van through the lawn to the road making deep ruts all 

the way to the road. The whole debacle was embarrassing for me 

and I recall feeling like an idiot for getting stuck in the first place. 

When I thanked the nice wrecker operator for pulling me out he 

said “Hey, that's what we're here for.” 

Flashing forward to present day, I felt the Lord talking to 

me in my heart as I followed that very same tow truck to work. 

Here is my re-telling of what He had to say- 

“Think of living for me like following this tow truck. Years ago, you 

got stuck in the mud and this truck pulled you out and set you back 

on the road. If you follow me I'll lead you through the life that I 

have laid out for you. I'll be the trailblazer and go out ahead of you 

and you make sure to stay safely behind me. But if you do stray off 

and get stuck in the mud, well, that's what I'm here for.” 
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 Chapter 7 

What Destroyed Judas 

 

n the early Fall of 1870, after suffering a series of crippling 

defeats, the armies of The French Empire retreated to a 

stronghold fortress in the city of Strasbourg. The Franco-

Prussian War was drawing to a bloody close and the French had 

seen heavy losses both in troops and national moral. As a result of 

the Prussian and German aggression mixed with existing 

dysfunction , the French Government was in a state of total chaos 

and collapse. It's people has seen power change hands three 

times between different radical factions, in six short months. The 

retreat to Strasbourg marked one final desperate attempt by the 

French to hold the border between France and Germany and keep 

their enemy from utterly destroying them.  

Nearly forty thousand German troops, hot in pursuit of 

their weakening enemy, arrived at the border in the dead of night 

and surrounded the French Stronghold. The Kingdom of Prussia 

wasn't interested in dragging out this war any further and desired 

I 



Chapter 7- What Destroyed Judas 

 

 170 

a quick victory so they could move onto other pressing matters. 

To see this out, they dispatched one of their best Generals to 

finish the job. His names was August Von Werder and he was a 

veteran officer who specialized in “striking the final blow”. Mortar 

shells were relatively new technology at the time, and the many 

decade old fortress at Strasbourg was certainly not built to 

withstand such heavy firepower.  

Interestingly enough, the General's strategy didn't involve 

an immediate direct attack the fortress. Rather, he ordered his 

men to surround it, set up camp, and began a large scale 

bombardment. However, the German forces did not turn their 

cannons towards the ill-equipped dug in, French Troops at the 

fortress. They had a much different target in mind. Although the 

French had been beaten down and would likely not be able to hold 

them off to much longer, Germany was not interested in wasting 

time. Instead, they devised a plan to shatter the French moral 

overnight. Rather than selecting a military target, they turned 

their cannons on the defenseless civilian populated city of 

Strasbourg in an attack so brutal, history would later refer to it as 

a terror bombardment.  

For nearly four days, explosive and incendiary shells were 

rained down upon the city turning homes, businesses, and 

innocent lives into dust. Panic and terror erupted among the ash 

and ruble filled streets, but the French Army refused to surrender. 

Growing tired of what he considered foolishness, General Werder 
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moved his troops in closer to the fortress and they used 

specifically targeted bombardments to quickly capture any 

remaining strongholds. 

 Soon the walls to the fortress had been breached and for 

the French, doom was imminent. Having run out of all resources 

and fought hard until the end, the French Empire accepted its fate 

and surrendered to the invaders.  

-After the Bombardment-  

ometimes we may feel like we are doing nothing more 

than just delaying an inevitable calamity by a matter of 

days or hours even. Depression and anxiety are 

persistent foes that are never far away. Sure, they hide 

themselves well when they want to, allowing you to put on a 

happy smile around your friends and family, while behind your 

eyes, a Maelstrom swirls, tearing up your mind little by little. You 

can run all night and yet it seems that this force of perpetual 

sadness and fear will always be there the next morning, grasping 

at your heels. 

As in our story above, depression and anxiety often do not 

attack our spirituality directly (as in the fate our souls are not their 

initial target, rather a goal to be worked towards), but carry out 

terror bombardments on our minds, attacking and destroying all 

the key components that hold together our sanity. If we have had 

S 
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something good in our past that is gone now, depression will 

constantly remind us of this loss and make us grieve for happier 

days. If we have something good currently, anxiety will ask us a 

million times what will happen if we are to lose it. There is no 

avenue of peace, hope, or confidence that these two killers will 

overlook including the things of the Lord. 

Often they will find us embracing something new in our 

lives. Something or someone perhaps that brings us an glimpse of 

sunlight through the dark clouds of the Maelstrom. The monsters 

will then turn their cannons at this new threat, raining fire down 

upon it.  

The two killers attack every aspect of mental positivity 

and sustainability, launching mortars at our memories, thoughts, 

feelings, and relationships, striking them, damaging them, and 

twisting them into a poisonous weight that sits in our minds and 

cripples us. Their goal is to ensure that for everything good thing 

that is brought to mind, something negative accompanies it, 

smothering our precious thoughts and feelings in venomous black 

tar.  

We may find ourselves shrunk up into a corner or hiding 

out in our last mental stronghold while fire rains down on the rest 

of our minds, decimating whatever was left of our resistance and 

preparing us for the final blow. 

The two killing spirits who we met in our previous 

chapters, The Gloom-Walker and the Storm-Spinner, they are only 
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ground troops who are dispatched to terrorize and demoralize 

their target. They decimate all anchors of hope and focus and will 

burn your mind to the ground if you let them. But they are only 

mind killers. They leave you to wander the charred ruins and dead 

places that they leave behind, making way for the one who is to 

come next. 

-The End Game-  

fter hours of terrorizing the beach and the seas 

where our Lighthouse is located, the Maelstrom spins 

off to visit another shore and a fresh batch of 

wandering souls and Believer's alike.  

It is in this brief calmness that a very different spirit 

arrives. He comes by sea, on a small boat very similar to the one's 

that the lost travel in. A noticeable difference however is the lack 

of sails on his ship. It glides across the smooth sea with an unseen 

power propelling it. The figure on board does not sit, but stands , 

unfaltered by the movements of the boat. 

The most distinguishable characteristic about the arrival 

of The Destroyer is how quiet he is. With all the racket of the 

Maelstrom raging on, one might barely noticed that a new face 

has arrived in the bay just outside of the Lighthouse. He stands 

there in the wind and drizzle left over from the storm, donned in 

a black suit, black hat, and carries a black umbrella. His attire is 

A 
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parallel to garments one might wear to a funeral or if they were 

in mourning. His face is light and his eyes are blue, not red, and 

warm. The aged wrinkles in his brow form expressions of 

understanding and care. 

Unlike the others before him, The Destroyer never smiles 

wickedly or laughs manically His face is fixed with the uttermost 

seriousness. He doesn't outright spew lies or falsehoods, he 

doesn't attempt to create fears. The Destroyer only has one thing 

to offer his victims. Freedom. Freedom from all the terrors of life, 

the sadness, the pain, The Devil, and his Maelstrom.  

His voice is often sweet and gentle, not accusing or 

hateful like his co-workers. He offers relief from all the sadness, 

all the failure, and all the pain of this world. The understanding 

and comforting voice of The Destroyer is the final thing many 

people ever hear. He's the closing act of many lives, the last word 

before the last breath.  

“Let it go, let it all go...” He whispers to his victims. “Leave all this 

pain behind and come with me...it is the only way to make all of 

this stop. You'll be better off with me. Everyone you love will be 

better off as well.”  

Often, If his offer of peace is refused he will tip his hat and 

bid you farewell, sailing away on his boat and vanishing into the 

Maelstrom while nodding to his underlings, The Gloom-Walker 

and the Storm-Spinner, instructing them to visit you once more. 

The Destroyer will return another day. He always comes back.  
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The Destroyer always presents himself as a friend, an ally, 

and a shoulder to cry on. He comes to people in their darkest 

hour, hand outstretched, beckoning them to follow him out of 

their body and into his world.  

From the Lighthouse we are able to see him perform his 

destructive work. His boat stops beside the boat of one of the lost 

whom the Maelstrom did a number on. She is laying down on the 

floor of her boat, covered in bruises and scratches. She soaked, 

sobbing, and shivering miserably. Fresh warm blood flows from 

her wrists pooling in the bottom of the boat. The Destroyer licks 

his lips at the state of his victim. This is where he does his finest 

work.  

He quietly steps from his boat into hers. He seems 

completely weightless, not disturbing her boat or her in the 

slightest upon stepping into it. Instead of behaving aggressively as 

his companions have done, he simply sits beside the young 

woman.  

For the longest time, he is silent while she sobs, then he 

finally lays his heavy hand upon her shoulder. This gentle gesture 

lets her know that The Destroyer has arrived and he's offering a 

deal.  

The young woman is familiar with The Destroyer as he has 

visited her many times before. Her hand raises slightly as if she is 

considering grasping on to death and letting it lead her to peace. 
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The Destroyer is patient, and does not reach for his prey. They 

must always make the choice to come to him.  

-When the Light Fades- 

uicide isn't a topic generally approved for discussion in 

your average Christian household or church and this is a 

huge failure on those in leadership in said household or 

church. Christians like to think that suicide is a heinous evil act 

only committed by drug dealers, criminals, prostitutes, gang 

members, or any other stereotypical “bad group”.  

They often portray these horrific acts to exclusively occur 

in inner cities or across seas, and they (like all bad things) most 

certainly will never make their way to the manicured lawns and 

white picket fenced yards of American Christians.  

Growing up, I had little knowledge of the concept of 

suicide. I certainly understood that one could kill themselves if 

they so desired, but I knew nothing besides this. It was never 

brought up in my shallow minded church or at home. It was a 

taboo topic that you might even find yourself getting in trouble if 

you were to mention it. On a side note, if you grew up in a 

Christian family, going to church, or both and you are now an 

adult, you've probably noticed that all of the big important 

subjects seem to always be taboo among gated Christian 

establishments. 

S 
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I got a small taste for the reality of The Destroyer in the 

early 2000's when my family received a phone call informing us 

that my aunt had thrown herself off of an overpass into oncoming 

traffic, in Florida. Miraculously, she survived. Later on, after 

recovering from the incident, she revealed to my mother that she 

had been hearing voices in her head for some time before the 

suicide attempt. She said that the voices told her to jump. Often 

the Destroyer will offer those he visits suggestions such as these 

of quick ways to end it all. 

While my mother did rush off to Florida immediately, 

there was no discussion as to what had happened from my 

parents to my siblings and I. We were told that our aunt had 

suffered a terrible accident and fallen off of a bridge. Fallen, not 

jumped! It wasn't until sometime later that I learned the entire 

story. 

Christians often treat the concept of suicide as carelessly 

as they treat spiritual warfare. If someone they know or someone 

in the church takes their own life, then the Christians will resort 

to their default playbook and issue a statement of condemnation 

regarding the person by claiming that they must have never knew 

the Lord to begin with. After all, Christians don't commit suicide, 

right? Many fly-by-nights and others in the church will tell you 

that.  

Their logic states that if a person commits suicide then 

they must have never had a lick of faith in God, otherwise they 
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would have had their mind set on eternal things and not the 

strife's of this world. 

Christians will say suicide is a tragedy up and down, but 

far too often they may feel that it is a tragedy that cannot affect 

them in any way shape or form. Unfortunately, they are incorrect 

once again. Let's journey back in time to the days of Jesus and take 

a look at The Destroyers biggest victory ever.  

-The Destroyer is Among You- 

wo Millenniums (and some change) ago, there was a 

group of witnesses that went from town to town 

preaching to the lost, healing the sick, and driving out 

demons from the oppressed. There were thirteen of them in all, 

and among this group was a man named Judas. He was a bright 

young fellow and among ministering, his role in this Fellowship 

was to keep the money in order and balance the budgets so that 

the traveling witnesses would be able to fund all of their 

endeavors. 

The Leader of the Fellowship's name was Jesus, and He is 

the Son of the Most High God. Judas put his trust in Jesus, leaving 

his home, family, possessions, and everything he had ever known 

behind to follow the Messiah.  

Jesus and Judas were great friends. They traveled 

everywhere together, ate at the same restaurants, drank at the 

T 
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same taverns, and stayed at the same inns. Often, they would 

preach to the masses that followed them, together, about the 

good news that was the coming of the Messiah. 

While Jesus was God incarnate and perfect in all of His 

ways, Judas on the other hand was a sinner, born into a fallen 

world and in need of redemption. Deep down in Judas's heart, 

buried underneath all of the desire to follow his Lord and Savior, 

was a weakness that had bothered him his whole life. Greed.  

The demonic monsters who inhabit this Earth followed 

Jesus and His disciples very closely throughout their ministry, 

often confronting them and attempting to challenge their 

authority through their human subjects. They infiltrated the 

Fellowship, attempting to find weaknesses and exploit them in 

order to tear the cloud of witnesses to pieces. 

One day, they noticed Judas taking from the treasury of 

the disciples in order to put the money that was supposed to be 

going towards furthering Christ's Kingdom, to his own personal 

use. In doing this, Judas revealed his weakness to the monsters 

bent on his destruction, thus showing them the door in which they 

could access him. 

They began work in his life, whispering things in his ears 

in order to cause him to cast doubt upon his Lord. This didn't 

happen overnight, because if it had, it would have never worked. 

Rather, the demonic worked in the heart of Judas gradually, 

twisting every truth of Jesus into a heinous lie. Over time, they 
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built a net of lies so thick around Judas's mind, he began to 

transform into a completely different person. 

Soon Judas began running every word that came from the 

mouth of Jesus through this tangled filter of deceit. Instead of 

being delighted and encouraged when he sat on the grassy hills 

listening to Jesus speak, the confused young man now noticed 

things like how hot the sun was this afternoon or how hungry he 

was. Jesus began to appear to Judas as a blur and His words almost 

seemed inaudible.  

Judas began to completely phase out listening to Jesus 

and instead began hanging around the town squares, 

marketplaces, and synagogues. He found that the view point of 

Jesus held by the local religious leaders was far more to his tastes 

and aligned perfectly with the sandstorm of demonic thoughts 

that swirled about in his mind. 

It wasn't long before Judas was entertaining ideas of 

silencing Jesus once and for all. Jesus, the man whom he had love 

and followed for years, and whom he had previously considered 

to be the closest of friends and his Lord and Savior! He had given 

up everything for Jesus and was passionate about furthering His 

Kingdom. And now all he wanted was for Jesus to shut up.  

Judas went to the religious leaders and arranged a deal to 

have Jesus arrested and negotiated terms of payment for his 

betrayal services. He promised that as soon as Jesus was away 
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from the crowds, alone and vulnerable, he would let them know 

at once so that they could arrest Him quietly. 

Not long after that, Judas got his chance. Jesus had rented 

a room and organized a meal for all of his disciples. Judas, of 

course, was invited along with them. He tagged along, only 

focused on the potential of getting Jesus away from town. He was 

largely disinterested in the meal, thinking the food was 

overcooked (no doubt by some amateur chef) and found the wine 

to be stale. “Also, what kind of a fancy gathering only serves bread 

and wine? We have plenty of money in our purse to afford a few 

choice cuts of meat!” Judas thought. 

Jesus barely ate, but spent most of the evening saying 

things that Judas couldn't hear. Judas found himself snapped back 

into reality when Jesus lifted one of his feet and placed it into a 

basin to wash the sand off of it. The water was like ice to Judas, 

and he drew his foot back from it. The gentle hand of Jesus on his 

skin felt like a thousand tiny knives stabbing him at once. Judas 

found having his feet washed by Jesus to be of the greatest 

John 13:2- “The evening meal was in progress, and 

the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon 

Iscariot, to betray Jesus.” (NIV) 
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annoyance, discomfort, and inconvenience. Then things got really 

weird. 

What had begun as just a whisper in the dark or a tug at 

a greedy heart had now led to Judas transitioning from eager, 

passionate, and effective servant of the Lord to a fully 

demonized pawn of the Devil running off into the dark to betray 

his God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John 13: 26-30- “Jesus responded, “It is the one to 

whom I give the bread I dip in the bowl.” And when he had 

dipped it, he gave it to Judas, son of Simon Iscariot. When 

Judas had eaten the bread, Satan entered into him. Then 

Jesus told him, “Hurry and do what you’re going to do.” 

None of the others at the table knew what Jesus meant. Since 

Judas was their treasurer, some thought Jesus was telling 

him to go and pay for the food or to give some money to the 

poor. So Judas left at once, going out into the night.” (NLT) 
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-The Devil is in the Details- 

 included this take on the betrayal of Judas to demonstrate 

how the Devil and his demonic angels work every single day 

in our homes, churches, and communities. The idea that 

Satan stays away or is somehow automatically repelled from 

Christian organizations or households is completely and utterly 

absurd! The Devil does his finest work when he is closest to God. 

The switch in the personality of Judas is testimony to this reality. 

Judas loved Jesus and was eager to serve Him. And then three 

short years later, Judas was negotiating a deal for Jesus's blood.  

This also builds on our points from chapter two about the 

reach and incredible destructive influence that the demonic has 

on humans. Judas literately walked side by side with God! He 

witnessed his Lord calm the sea, drive out demons, heal the sick, 

and raise the dead, but yet he was still able to be convinced that 

all that was worth giving up for a small amount of money. 

It's hard to be closer, in this life, to God, than Judas was yet the 

Devil was still able to take him.  

To rebuttal this reality, many Christians or Christ-

Followers often present the incorrect notion that Judas's heart 

was never in the right place to begin with thus he was always an 

impostor among the ranks of the disciples and belonged to the 

Devil since day one. However, that is not what the Bible says. 

I 
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There are many examples in the Bible of what the steep 

requirements were to follow Jesus. They involved leaving 

everything and everyone you knew behind for good and departing 

the very moment in which you were called to devote yourself to 

following God.  

Today, its super easy to stay in touch with our friends and 

family or travel to go and see them because of technology, but 

during the ministry of Jesus, this was not at all the case. Judas 

wasn't able to leave his mother and father behind and journey 

away to a distant city, only to whip out his iPad and call them up 

on FaceTime later that night and tell them all about it. In the old 

days, goodbyes were often final.  

Knowing this, it's hard to say that Judas's heart was never 

in the right place. If he had illegitimate intentions for Jesus from 

the beginning and only followed Him in order to steal from the 

disciples purse every now and then that would make Judas one of 

the stupidest criminals ever recorded. He would have given up far 

more in possessions and property in order to steal a few coins 

here and there.  

Let's pretend a traveling circus comes to your town and 

offer's you a chance to join their ranks as a trapeze artist. You've 

been practicing balancing on the jungle gym at the neighborhood 

park since you were little and it’s been your lifelong dream to 

perform. There is one minor inconvenience though. The circus will 

never come back through this way ever again and it will remain 
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completely off the grid (I'm not sure how, but don't worry about 

the technicalities of this analogy. We're in banana land here, just 

go with it!).  

You would have to sit on board the circus train watching 

the sun set over your hometown one last time as it sinks into a 

little pink dot on the horizon, vanishing forever. That kind of sours 

the deal of a lifetime just a tad, wouldn't you say? 

Judas did in fact give up everything he had and left 

everyone he knew behind in order to follow God. This is no small 

feat and it showcases the lengths of his original devotion.  

The Bible also specifically points out that Judas was 

prompted by the Devil to betray Jesus. It says this twice in the 

book of John alone. It also makes note of the fact that the Devil 

had already prompted Judas to betray Jesus. “Already” is the key 

word here. We are not told how long the demonic had been 

chipping away at Judas, but applying what we know about them 

to this story we can conclude that Judas's mind was being invaded 

long before the last supper. The demonic looked through the 

group of disciples, found the weakest link, and exploited it. 

The story of Judas to me is more of a tragedy than 

anything else and one that we should take as a serious warning as 

Christ-Followers, in our walk with the Lord. We can start out being 

passionate about God and doing everything right, only to find 

ourselves running off into the night with the Devil on our backs, 

ready to throw away everything we believe in.  
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The tragedy of Judas doesn't end with his late night 

betrayal though. We will get back to him towards the end of this 

chapter, but right now let's dig into some of the common 

misconceptions that the Christian church has about suicide. 

-To Limit the Limitless- 

nother automatic belief generally accepted among 

the Christian church is that committing suicide is the 

equivalent of receiving a first class one-way ticket to 

Hell. If you grew up in a Christian setting then you may also have 

heard this, been told this, or believe this notion. Let's break it 

down a little though and apply what we know about the Love of 

God to the tragic act of someone taking their own life.  

We know that God's love is unlimited, unfailing, steadfast, 

and that it endures forever (Deuteronomy 7:9, Psalms 36:7, 

Psalms 136). We also know that there is nothing in Heaven, Hell, 

or on Earth that can separate us from the Love of God that is Jesus 

Christ (Romans 8:38). 

To paint ourselves a quick picture of what the truly 

unlimited love of God looks like, let's take a look at the eternal fate 

of someone who is commonly thought to be roasting to a fine 

crisp in Hell. This of course is Adolf Hitler (he certainly has made a 

surprising number of appearances in our book). There probably 

isn't a soul alive who is unfamiliar with the war crimes of the 

A 
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Fuhrer of Nazi Germany. Hitler's list of grievances may seem 

endless but that stream of Earthly crimes is grossly outmatched 

by the Love of God.  

If in a Berlin bunker, during the final moments of World 

War II, a distressed Hitler at the end of his rope poured his dark 

heart out to Jesus, confessed his sin(s), and accepted The Lord as 

his Lord and Savior, he would have been accepted, redeemed, and 

freed by the endless love of God. God would accept a repentance 

from Hitler with the exact same grace that He has extended to you 

and I.  

Contrary to perhaps popular belief, God would not say something 

like: 

“Well, Adolf, I'm glad that you finally found your way to me in the 

end, but let's be up front here; you were responsible for the 

gruesome deaths of six million (and counting) innocent people. So 

while I'm happy that you've humbled yourself before me, you have 

simply done too much evil to enter my Kingdom.” 

If God were to reject a legit confession from anyone, then 

the Love of God would in fact, be limited. While Hitler most likely 

didn't confess and believe before ending his life, the possibility 

certainly exists. If you and I were to look up Hitler in a celestial 

phone book today, we may be surprised to find his mailing 

address to be located in the Kingdom of Heaven rather than some 

smoldering dungeon in Hell. 
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Imagine after your death, you arrive in Heaven and are 

greeted by Jesus and Hitler! That would probably be a surreal 

moment if there ever was one! Jesus then says something like: 

“Welcome home my child! Let me introduce you to my good friend, 

Hitler here! He and I became friends towards the end of his time 

on Earth and we have been hanging out ever since. Actually, we 

were just on our way to the mini golf course! Old Adolf here plays 

a mean put-put. Want to join us?” 

While that may seem a tad farfetched, it really could 

happen! Nobody is beyond redemption and no sin is beyond 

forgiveness, no “if”, “ands”, or “buts”. 

There is fierce debate in the Christian churches and 

communities when it comes to suicide. I think Christians actually 

confuse themselves a lot on this front. When someone in the 

Church chooses to take their own life there are three primary 

responses that the church takes.  

The first is the instant condemnation by the fly-by-night 

crowd. While they will put on a good face around family and 

friends of the victim telling them how sorry they are for their loss, 

they will take a very different stance among their comfort groups. 

They most often say that there “must have been great 

dysfunction” in the victim's family and “they must be deep in sin 

and far from God.”  
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Secondly they will assure you (and reassure themselves) 

that under no circumstances was the victim a “true Christian”. 

That's the one you will probably hear repeated the most. 

The third response comes from the “small God Christians” 

who have very little understanding of the unlimited Love of God. 

Among this crowd you will often find those who believe that 

Salvation in Jesus can be lost and that they must constantly be 

doing good works in order to earn the free gift of Salvation. 

This is the crowd that most notoriously claims that the act 

of suicide is a one-way ticket to Hell. There are several problems 

with this belief. First and foremost there is the awkward fact that 

the Bible never say this or in any way hints towards this belief. In 

fact it does the opposite by means of verses about the unlimited 

love of God, such as the ones we referenced above. 

If you or I were to challenge a card-carrying member of 

the “small God Christians” on this stance, they may quote things 

like “Thou Shalt not Kill” from the Ten commandments or some of 

the multitude of other verses that command us not to kill. They 

deduce that the commandment that tells us not to take a human 

life applies to our own as well. I agree with this, but I fail to see 

the part that confirms the instant damnation into Hell. Perhaps it 

was chiseled in the fine print of the Ten Commandment along with 

all of the other crazy things that people draw from God's very 

simple and straight forward rules. 
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There is a verse however, that can be easily interpreted 

to support the instant trip to Hell claims of the “small God 

Christians”. Most of the time I find that the suicide=Hell crowd, 

(although they are super confident of their beliefs)are unfamiliar 

with the one verse that can actually be misused well enough to 

support their argument. Check this out: 

The Bible repeatedly refers to the human body as the 

Temple of Christ (1 Corinthians 6:19-20, Romans 12:1-2) so it 

would make sense to assume that the verse above is a warning of 

eternal damnation upon destroying the temple (committing 

suicide).  

Except that's not what its saying. It's important not to take 

this verse out of context. If you read the entire chapter in which 

this verse appears, you will find that it isn't talking about the actual 

human body at all but rather about faith, spirituality, and divisions 

within the church. Also this verse speaks in the plural, not in the 

possessive, meaning that is addressing a multitude of people and 

not an individual. 

1 Corinthians 3:16-17- “Don’t you know that you 

yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in 

your midst? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will 

destroy that person; for God’s temple is sacred, and you 

together are that temple.” (NIV) 



Monsters Walk Among Us II                     Ryan                                     

 191 

The entire chapter is about the church, faith, the 

foundations of faith, and warnings against false wisdom. If the 

passage which speaks about God destroying the person who 

destroys the temple was in fact about suicide, it would extremely 

random and out of place.  

Imagine Paul writing a letter to the church about faith and 

divisions and mid-thought he randomly says- “Also, if you kill 

yourselves, God will destroy you and you will go straight to Hell. So 

keep that in mind.” It doesn't make any sense and it's not at all in 

line with the overall message of the letter. 

That would be like if you and I, while drawing out one of 

our many analogies, flat out inserted something into it that does 

not further the message we are trying to deliver, nor does it 

belong. Think of the Lighthouse scenario that we have been using 

throughout this book. What if the next time we see the 

Lighthouse, halfway through the story, a UFO lands and abducts 

some of the lost at sea. Would that be relative or productive to 

the overall analogy? I mean, we could try to work it in there, but 

the likely answer is no. 

An interpretation more closely aligned with the context in 

this chapter would be to say “If someone damages the church God 

will destroy them” or “If someone damages the faith of another, 

God will destroy them.” I do, however, encourage you to read the 

entire chapter (1 Corinthians-3) and draw your own conclusions. 
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-Bringing Down the House- 

n the days before Jesus, there was a man who God had 

anointed to rule over Israel as a judge. These were terrible 

times in the Promised Land as God's people had done what 

they did best and once again tuned away from Him. The Lord, in 

response, had allowed the Philistines (a rival pagan nation) to 

come in and take over.  

But God had not forgotten his anointed people or the 

promises He had made to them. Forty years later, God sent an 

angel to Earth to inform a young couple that they would soon 

have a son who would be instrumental in delivering Israel from its 

oppressors. The angel of Lord warned the boy's soon to be parents 

never to cut his hair, for if they were to do this, the boy would lose 

the strength that the Lord would give him. 

The couple conceived, gave birth, and Samson was born. 

Upon reaching adulthood, The Spirit of the Lord was with Samson 

making him incredibly strong, so strong in fact that he was able to 

attack and defeat over one thousand men, single handed! Think 

of Samson as the Incredible Hulk of the Bible! As long as the Spirit 

of the Lord was with him, Samson was a completely unstoppable 

killing machine, making massive armies turn tail and run from this 

single unarmed man. 

Nothing like this phenomenon had ever been seen before 

and so Samson's enemies began to try to discover the secrets 

I 
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behind this one man's great strength. There was a woman named 

Delilah among them whom was a seductress and so the Philistines 

offered a large amount of silver to her if she could woo Samson 

into telling her his secret source of power. Samson was resistant 

at first, making things up in order to mislead her, but eventually 

he did reveal the secret of his long hair to the deceiver, Delilah. 

She in turn shaved his head while he was asleep so that he would 

be defenseless when the Philistines came.  

Short haired Samson was taken into captivity, blinded, 

and used as a slave for the remainder of his life. However, in his 

final moments, he was brought into the banquet hall of a large 

palace where thousands of Philistines were dining and offering 

sacrifices to their false gods. He prayed to the Lord one final time, 

asking that his strength be returned once more so that he could 

get a final blow of revenge on the Philistines for his eyes. The Lord 

heard Samson and returned His Spirit to him restoring his 

superhuman strength. Samson reached out and pushed down the 

pillars which held up the roof so that the entire building came 

down, killing everyone inside, including himself. 

For the both the crowds of Christians who believe that 

taking one's life mandates an eternity spent in Hell and the crowd 

who believes that suicide mandates a lack of faith in God , the 

ending to the story of Samson presents a paradox that may be a 

little hard to explain.  
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Samson set out initially doing the Lords work and fulfilling 

God's purpose for his life. When the Spirit of the Lord was with 

him, he was unstoppable and crushed his enemies beneath his 

feet. They literally stood no chance against this hulk of a man! I 

don't know about you, but this does not sound like a lack of faith 

to me. Samson likely had considerably more faith than your 

average Christian does today.  

However, eventually his enemies found a way to seduce 

Samson into walking away from his God and voluntarily telling 

them how to defeat him. Thus he was led astray from his Lord and 

fell into the hands of his enemies. 

Samson was then blinded by his enemies and led off as a 

captive. Many years later, Samson remembered his God and 

called out to Him in one final desperate move in order to do what 

he always was meant to do-destroy the Philistines. God heard 

Samson, granted his request, and together they fulfilled Samson's 

destiny. 

Now here's the technical part, Samson in doing what the 

Lord ordained him for, committed suicide. He did this under the 

direct authority of the Lord Himself after praying to God for help. 

We know that God is not a God who make exceptions to 

His rules and goes as far as to not even exempt Himself from his 

own rules. This is why the sacrifice of Jesus was required as a 

payment for sins rather than God just waving His hand and 

forgiving all sins, past, present, and future. 
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By this logic, if the act of suicide is truly a one way ticket 

to Hell, then Samson, after receiving the Lord's blessing to bring 

down the roof on the Philistines, would have gone to Hell upon 

his death. Does that sound at all fair or just to you? Does that 

sound like something God would do? 

When Samson cried out to the Lord in his final moments 

God did not say “Well I'd like to help you out, Samson, but your 

plan involves death by your own hand which if you commit, I 

cannot allow you into Heaven. So uh yeah, figure something else 

out.” 

Rather God looked down upon Samson, approved of what 

he was about to do, and helped him carry out his plan. I find it 

hard to believe that Samson had no faith in God before his death 

or that he would be denied entry to Heaven upon arrival after just 

working with the Lord moments ago to achieve a great victory. 
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-Missing: Faith or Focus?- 

o back to the very act of suicide mandating a complete 

lack of faith in God. No, it doesn't, not at all. That's 

absurd. Most likely it's a lack of focus, not a lack of Faith. 

There are many in the Christian community that struggle with 

mental illness/spiritual issues and they contemplate suicide 

regularly. This does not mean they have stopped believing in God 

or stopped having faith in Him.  

I find it very hard to believe that suicidal thoughts 

generate naturally inside our minds. After witnessing the tole that 

the demonic takes on the mentally vulnerable, I relate the 

transition from depression/anxiety (being a combination of 

physical and spiritual) or any mental disorder into thoughts of 

ending one's life to the demonic. Why is this? Because humans 

are the most selfish creatures on the planet. Humanity clings to 

its short time on earth like Gollum clings to the one ring.  

Many secular people that I know have told me that they 

are afraid of death. When I asked them why, they often say that 

it’s because of an uncertainty of what may or may not be waiting 

for them on the other side or that they are afraid of not existing 

anymore. 

Since the secular world does not believe in the demonic, 

God, or the supernatural, they are completely vulnerable to it. 

Demons can come and go in an unguarded Godless mind like 

S 
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summer patrons on a beach. Thus secular people are often quick 

subjects to the Steal, Kill, and Destroy agenda of the monsters 

who rule this world.  

Christians however are offered protection from any and 

all assaults from the Devil and his angels, but it is not automatic. 

In our previous adventure, we discussed the six pieces of the 

Armor of God which are essential for our time here on Earth as 

Christians. We also identified that wearing only the Helmet of 

Salvation is hardly enough to protect you from the fiery arrows of 

the Devil. You can have the same amount of Faith in God that you 

did when you accepted Him as you do when your life is burning 

down around you.  

Think back to Judas; he certainly didn't have a lack of Faith 

in God. Judas walked physically with God throughout His Earthly 

ministry. In that sense, Judas knew Jesus better than you or I do. 

He literately had dinner with Jesus right before conspiring with 

the Devil to betray Him!  

What we see here is not a lack of faith in the general 

sense. Judas definitely believed in God. However, his focus had 

slipped off of God. The demonic took this opportunity of 

emotional vulnerability and began doing what they do best; 

robbing Judas's mind and replacing his thoughts and desires with 

their own. 
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Let's take a look into the sad final hours of both the lives 

of Judas and his friend, Jesus, to gain a better understanding of 

the final act of the Destroyer.  

-What Transpired after Dinner- 

t's easy to hate Judas or write him off as a filthy rotten 

money-driven heartless traitor but the events that 

transpired after The Last Super introduce us to a whole new 

Judas Iscariot, one who seems quite unlike the man who ran off 

with the Devil into the night. Let's take a look. 

After Judas had received payment for the blood of Jesus, 

he strolled happily into town, his money in hand. He whistled to 

himself a merry tune peaking in a few shop windows, admiring the 

fine silk garments on display that he could now easily afford. He 

silently promised himself that he would swing into town and 

purchase an entire new wardrobe in the morning as soon as the 

stores opened.  

Judas's stomach growled which reminded him that he 

was hungry after turning his nose up at the food Jesus offered at 

His dinner, spare a little piece of bread soaked in wine (which 

Judas had choked down). He proceeded to a nearby tavern and 

ordered the finest cut of meat that they had available and an 

expensive skin of wine to wash it down with. He, after all, was 

celebrating his newfound wealth and freedom from that cult of 

I 
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disciples that he had wasted his time with for the last several 

years. “Well, at least they turned out to be profitable in the end” 

Judas thought and laughed to himself. 

As Judas chewed on the fine meat, he heard a great deal 

of commotion from the town square. People were shouting and 

sobbing. It sounded serious.  

“Hey you, tavern-keep” Judas called to the man behind the 

counter “what is this horrid racket that fills my ears? I am trying 

to enjoy my fine dinner!” 

“It's Jesus of Nazareth” the large man behind the counter 

answered. “The crowds have just heard the news that He has 

been condemned to death by crucifixion.”  

Upon hearing those words Judas spat out the piece of 

meat he was eating and clutched his heart. Wait, what? No! That 

is not what he had wanted! Or was it? What exactly were his 

intentions when he made that deal with the religious leaders to 

have Jesus arrested? Judas searched his thoughts for answers, but 

they provided nothing. The demonic voices that had reassured 

him over and over that his actions were correct and justified had 

now fallen silent. The monsters had departed to go and watch the 

crucifixion of the King that had thrown them from the Heavenly 

places millenniums ago. 

“Never cared much for the fellow myself” the tavern-keep 

continued as he polished a glass with a sheepskin. “Always drew 

the townsfolk away from my tavern, and he really cut into my 
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profit margin a couple times by just making bread and fish appear 

out of thin air and then giving it away for free. How exactly am I 

supposed to compete with that? Stole over five thousand paying 

customers that day he did. And not to mention the time that I was 

catering a wedding in Cana and was supposed to be the sole 

provider of wine...” 

The tavern-keep continued his tales of woe, but Judas was 

no longer present. He had burst out into the streets, neglecting to 

pay for his meal, in a panic. He ran up to the nearest person that 

he could find, a young man who worked in the stables. Judas 

seized him by the shoulders. 

“Tell me quickly, lad, is it true what they say about Jesus of 

Nazareth being condemned to crucifixion?” Judas demanded 

frantically. “Why yes sir, it is. Everyone is talking about it” the boy 

replied. Judas ran up to a few others and asked the same question 

and they all affirmed that it was in fact true. 

Judas was gripped with remorse. What had he done? And 

furthermore, why exactly had he done it? He rushed to the 

synagogue, burst in the doors, and confronted the religious 

leaders who were in the process of piecing together the best 

possible plan to execute Jesus and not have any negative social 

repercussions fall back upon them. This was, of course, tricky 

business to execute a man who had committed no actual crime. 

The religious leaders, all dressed in their fancy robes and 

tassels seemed utterly startled to see Judas again. They suspected 
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that he would have skipped town after what he had done. “Yes, 

can we help you?” they asked in great annoyance that their evil 

plotting had been interrupted. 

“I have sinned!” Judas declared removing the pouch from his sash 

that contained the thirty pieces of blood money. “For I have 

betrayed an innocent man!” he cried. 

Snickering erupted among the high priest and elders. 

They couldn't help laughing at the pathetic little man clutching the 

purse of coins in front of them. How easy he had been to 

manipulate! But now his usefulness was at an end. They had what 

they wanted.  

“What do we care?” they asked him “That is your problem!” Then 

they burst into a fresh round of laughter. Judas staggered back 

and fell at the foot of the steps. Only days previous to this night 

he remembered how eagerly he had walked into this place. How 

confident he was in his actions. Now all of that was in ruins. 

The high priests and the elders were not the only ones 

laughing. Those formally sweet and reassuring voices that Judas 

had entertained in his head for so long returned in the form of 

mocking laughter. Judas gripped the sides of his head and shook 

it violently, but the laughter only intensified. He threw the coin 

filled purse in the direction of the religious leaders and ran from 

the temple. The purse burst open, spilling its bloody silver 

contents all over the rooms, coins clanging on the marble floors. 

But the hideous laughter inside of Judas's mind did not cease.  
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Judas ran off into the darkness for the second time that 

night, but this time into the wilderness, away from the commotion 

that he had created in town. Away from the sight of his friend's 

execution that he had organized.  

Finding a spot on a high place, overlooking town, he 

collapsed into the dust, sobbing bitterly. He lay there for hours, 

drowning in his remorse and being assaulted by the voices of the 

beasts who used to be his allies.  

Suddenly, it all stopped. Judas sat straight up in confusion. 

Over the horizon, dawn was approaching. The darkness was 

receding into the west, being forced away by the light. That is 

when Judas realized he was not alone on the hillside. A mysterious 

stranger was there with him.  

He wore all black and his eyes were blue and kind. He 

came to Judas as a gentle understanding voice, and offered the 

former disciple a deal to end all of the pain and regret that swirled 

behind his tear filled eyes.  

Judas knew he could never see the sun again after what 

he had done. The pain was too much, the regret was unbearable 

and he no longer felt that he deserved to live. Judas felt that If 

Jesus was going to die because of what he had done, then Judas 

also would die along with him.  

Judas slowly pulled himself from the dew covered soil and 

made his way over to the thicket. There was an old forgotten rope 

that a traveler had used to fasten his mule to a tree here long ago.  
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Judas seized the rope, tied it firmly around the tree and 

wrapped the other end around his neck. With one final glance at 

the rising light, Judas coldly and emotionlessly jumped off of the 

cliff into the blackness that awaited him below. 

-Into the Black Horizon- 

Many Christians have come to similar ends as Judas. Now that 

we visited his life during the ministry of Jesus, let us identify a 

few keys things to take away from this. 

1. Judas was a Christ-Follower. To follow Jesus during His 

Earthly ministry was not something to take lightly. One 

had to be willing to sacrifice everything and their 

relationships with everyone they knew to do this. Judas 

completely left behind his past life and forged a new 

path side by side with Jesus Himself. 

2. Judas and Jesus were friends. Jesus loved all of His 

disciples and loved them until the end (John 13:1). Jesus 

and Judas traveled together, ate together, and 

ministered together for about three years. 

3. Judas started out with the best of intentions. I say this 

because of the requirements of discipleship outlined in 

point 1. If Judas was following Jesus for selfish intentions 
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or for seeking some sort of personal gain then he was 

one committed (not to mention, foolish) criminal. 

4. Judas switched from Christ-Follower to Demonized. As 

outlined in our story above, we see two very different 

sides of Judas. We see the Christ driven man committed 

to the Lord and then we see an example of what can 

happen to believers who give the Devil a foothold. 

5. Judas still had a choice in the matter. Don't 

misunderstand the points we are trying to make in this 

chapter of our book. Judas isn't some helpless victim in 

this scenario. Judas ran out into the night to betray Jesus 

on his own accord. While he was under severe demonic 

influence that was screaming at the top it lungs inside of 

his mind, Judas still had to physically get up and walk to 

the synagogue, broker the deal, accept payment, and 

betray Jesus. The Devil didn't utilize Judas like a 

marionette puppet. 

6. Judas came to his senses after the Devil left him. We see 

a drastic change in the character of Judas before and 

after the betrayal of Jesus. We go from eager and willing 

to sell Jesus from money to gripped with remorse and 

unwilling to live with the consequences of his actions. 
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Many Christians journey down the same dark road where 

Judas met his tragic end. This is not a testament to a lack of Faith 

in God nor is it a one-way ticket to Hell. The harsh reality of the 

matter is that sometimes even Christians who have hope in this 

life and the next succumb to gentle voice of The Destroyer and 

take their own lives. 

Like with any other members of Satan's hierarchy, The 

Destroyer can't actually do anything unless you allow his 

destructive influence in your life. As Followers of Christ we must 

be aware that the Destroyer lurks among our ranks, seeking out 

our members with hopes to lead them out of our camps and into 

the black horizon just like he did with Jesus's disciples. Pretending 

that The Destroyer will ignore us or is somehow automatically 

repelled by us is the most ignorant approach we can take and if 

we choose this path we will be easily concurred. 

Instead of treating suicide like a four-letter word that must 

never be uttered, we instead should be open to discussing its 

existence and reality. Remember, the monsters of this world do 

their best work in pitch blackness. If we aim our lighthouses at the 

Destroyer, he will be far less effective in seducing a hurting 

believer to come with him.  
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-To the Believer who The Destroyer visits- 

o the Christ-Follower/Christian who paints on a happy 

face, sings in church, prays out loud at dinnertime, but 

secretly struggles to find the will to keep going, let me 

just speak directly to you for a moment. 

1. It is not a sin to struggle with suicidal thoughts – If 

someone tells you that this is sin, ask them to back this 

statement up with scripture. As a Follower of Christ, we 

are prime meat in the sights of the demonic. They will 

come to you and attempt to infiltrate your mind with all 

manner of destructive thoughts and ideas. This is why I 

stressed the importance of suiting up in the full armor of 

God in our previous adventure. Being tempted to do any 

wrong whatsoever is NOT A SIN. Keep in mind that Jesus 

Himself was tempted to sin three different times. 

Suicidal prompts from The Destroyer are no different 

than any other manner of temptations. You do not need 

to feel ashamed that you have had these ideas. 

 

 

T 
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2. You are likely under a vicious spiritual attack- Remember, 

The Destroyer does not come first. It would be very hard 

to convince someone with no strife in their life, to end 

their life. You likely also struggle with negative or 

frightful thoughts or feelings that come from nowhere 

and cling to your heart like a cinder block. If you've 

begun to consider suicide as a potential option to end 

your pain, then you have likely been under attack by the 

authorities of this fallen world for a very long time. 

3. Your destruction is of great importance to the Devil- I 

don't mean to be repetitive as I have said variations of 

this over and over in my writings, but any Believer who 

falls under such a vicious attack from the demonic, is 

likely a huge threat to them. Demons always give away 

who their afraid of by the amount of time they spend 

attempting to keep said person suppressed. If you have 

thoughts telling you that you're a failure or worthless 

then consider this-The demonic does not waste their 

time on those they consider to be a failure or worthless, 

thus they are attempting to deceive you.  

4. You have not “fallen out of favor” with God- Quite the 

opposite actually, in fact, God is very concerned about 

your well-being and is near to you. He is not angry with 

you. He has not stopped caring about you. He has not 

stopped loving you. He has not forgotten about you. 
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There is no reason to feel any shame or embarrassment 

about telling the Lord exactly how you feel. Check out 

this verse- Psalms 34:18- “The LORD is close to 

the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed 

in spirit.” (NIV) 

5. Suicidal thoughts are not reflective of your faith in God- 

As we said earlier, what you are experiencing is likely not 

a faith issue, but rather a focus issue. I'm sure you still 

believe in God and still regard Jesus as your Lord and 

Savior. The problem may be that your mind has been 

under assault by lies from the demonic for so long that 

their persistent voices and agendas are all you hear now. 

6. You're not crazy- Nor are you weird or a freak or overly 

emotional as many may tell you. You're also not a bad 

Christian or a weak Christian. You're a potentially 

incredibly powerful Christian destined for great things. 

That is why the demonic is trying so desperately to snuff 

you out. They are afraid of what you can do to their 

kingdom. 

7. Seeking help is not a sign of weakness- Actually, it's a 

declaration of strength. It's easy to hide in a corner while 

the world burns down but it takes great strength to 

stand up and say that you are not okay. 
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-Killing The Destroyer- 

ow that you know who this monster is that has been 

inside of your mind, harassing you with his false 

promises of peace and freedom, let's discuss how to 

send him away for good. 

The Destroyer offers relief from a scenario that he and his 

underling demons created. The whole method is a giant farce 

carefully constructed for your downfall. Knowing and recognizing 

the work of The Destroyer is an essential first step to defeat him. 

Within the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, all spiritual authorities and 

rulers of the world were disarmed. If you are a Christ-Follower 

then the Holy Spirit of God, the Great Helper, has come and taken 

up residence in your soul. Because of this, you now have the 

Authority of Jesus over the demonic at your disposal.  

There are two primary methods to confronting the 

Destroyer. The first is directly and the second is through prayer. 

While I do not often recommend direct confrontations (such as 

“In the Name of Jesus, leave!”) to those who are unskilled in 

dealing with devils, I will outline a “prepared speech”, if you will, 

that can be delivered to The Destroyer if he visits you. 

In some cases, I think it is good to let a demon know that 

you are aware of its presence. The reason for this is that it lets 

them know that you are no longer going to sit on the side lines 

while they come and go in your life, but rather you are going to 

N 
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stand up to them with Authority in Jesus. They absolutely hate 

that, but it sends a clear “bring it on” message to them which in 

certain cases, is the most effective method of breaking through all 

the lies and deceit that they have been feeding you. 

Here is a prepared statement that you can make to The Destroyer 

next time he visits you if you feel confident enough. 

“I am a child of God, bought with the precious blood of Jesus 

Christ. I have been forgiven, redeemed and made clean by my 

Lord and Savior, Jesus. I reject all lies from the enemy that 

attempt to return me to my previous chains. I reject all the lies 

that claim death is my only option. In Jesus, I have been given 

new life and given it to the fullest. Jesus is the only authority in 

my life and the evil one cannot touch me. God has given me the 

authority to trample snakes and scorpions in His Holy Name. It is 

with that authority and in the Holy name of Jesus that I 

command any and all demonic spirits who are present to leave 

me and never return.” 

Sometimes statements such as this are met with a good 

amount of fireworks from the enemy so as I stated in our 

previous adventure, my first recommendation is the James 

Method (submit to the Lord, resist the Devil and he will flee from 

you). 
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Here is an example of how a prayer to end the presence of The 

Destroyer in your life can go. 

Dear Jesus,  

Lord I've lost my way. I've listened to the lies of the enemy who 

tells me that I am worthless, aimless, and burdensome. Lord I 

know these to be untrue but sometimes, Lord, that is reflective of 

how I feel. God, I know that You have great plans for me and my 

life. I know that You came to Earth so that I could have life and 

have it to the fullest. I know that You died and paid the price of 

my sins for me, so that I could live out my days on Earth and then 

come and spend eternity with You in Heaven. 

Lord I commit my life to You and place it in Your hands. Please 

take it and direct onto the paths that You have so ordained for it. 

Jesus, I also pray that in Your Holy name, You end the assaults of 

the enemy on my mind. He has no claim on me and no reason to 

be here. I belong to You alone, Jesus, and I will serve and follow 

You all of my days. 

In the Holy Name of Jesus, I pray, amen. 

 



Chapter 7- What Destroyed Judas 

 

 212 

While prayer and Authority in Jesus are more than 

sufficient to send The Destroyer howling back into the 

Maelstrom, as with any demon, The Destroyer will always be 

looking for ways back into your life. For those who have tangled 

with The Destroyer in the past, I recommend a daily prayer 

declaring your freedom from his disgusting lies. It can go 

something like this: 

Dear Jesus, 

Lord I delicate my day and all I will do today to You, Jesus. I ask 

that You keep my mind clear from thoughts from the enemy that 

attempt to return me to the chains which You rescued me from. I 

pray that you help me keep my focus on You and Your promises 

and dissolve the lies of the Devil. 

 

In the Holy Name of Jesus, I pray Amen 

 

 

 



 

 Chapter 8 

The Vengeance of Jezebel 

 

n the fall of 2006, I was a freshmen in high school attending 

a well-respected Christian Academy in the small Northern 

Indiana town where I grew up. It was during this school year 

that cell phones (that could do more than simply make calls) were 

becoming mainstream on the market, and slowly these devices 

began taking up a permanent residence in the pockets of all of my 

classmates.  

These new flip phones sported full color screens, high 

quality external speakers (for listening to music on the go! Big deal 

in '06!), cameras, and the ability to send short text messages or 

pictures to one another anytime, anywhere.  

My generation was born in the age of the pager and had 

existed up until this point without this technology, but now we 

embraced it wholeheartedly and it quickly became a shiny new 

token that was reflective of your social status. The logic in my 

school quickly became the following; the cool kids had cell phones 

I 
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and the ones who didn't probably had crazy overprotective 

parents who wouldn't let them. 

Those old phones of my high school days may seem like 

the equivalent of two rusty tomato cans tied together with a piece 

of old string compared to the technological wonder that you 

probably have in your pocket right now, but I assure you at the 

time they were the hottest piece of technology a teenager could 

have. 

These new marvels could also do something that in the 

mid 2000's was still mostly confined to a larger machine. This was 

the ability to browse the internet. Not only could phones now do 

this but they could do it on the go! Sure, it was super slow and 

very hard to type, but it could be done none the less.  

2006 was also a time when social media barely existed (a 

time very much missed) and online gaming was just beginning to 

become mainstream so the internet was less for hanging out with 

your fake friends and more for, news, weather, information, and 

of course the big one- pornography. 

The consumption of this forbidden fruit quickly proved to 

be the most popular use for the cell phones among the students 

of my Christian Academy. Those among us who had previously 

viewed pornography either had the luxury of having their own 

laptops or personal computer, or they were daredevils and would 

sneak downstairs late at night, under the cover of darkness and 

log onto the family computer.  
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These fearless porn viewers would have to take great care 

at covering their tracks however, always making sure to clear the 

browsing history lest they be caught (this actually worked in 

2006). The cell phone had now changed all of that. While parents 

had to often be convinced to drop a few hundred dollars on a 

computer for their child, it wasn't hard at all to talk them into 

getting their child a cell phone. It made sense for children to have 

one for, you know, emergency purposes and nothing else. 

When I received my first cell phone, it was a budget 

model and very lacking in the features. It did not have a camera 

and still sported a fat looking antenna vs my best friends phones 

which were slimmer and up to date on the latest and greatest 

luxuries that cell phones offered.  

My new phone did, however, have an internet browser. 

My parents never talked to me about pornography and this was 

also the case with most of my friends. We were all highly 

uneducated on the subject. Pornography is often not something 

that is considered appropriate for discussion in Christian 

households as Christian teenagers (who are exploding with 

hormones) are somehow expected to be repelled by even the very 

thought of dabbling in something so sinful and vile. And of course, 

this outrageous expectation could not be further from the desires 

of any teenager at all, even Christian ones. 

In my parent's generation, pornography was something 

that was mainly obtained in printed format from your local 
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drugstore or perhaps from the secret movie section at 

Blockbuster and this steamy material had to be handled with the 

upmost discreetness. In that generation, pornography was an 

expensive habit, very limited, and something that had to 

constantly be hidden or covered up. In this generation 

pornographic material had become free, unlimited, and as easy to 

hide as pressing the delete button. 

Seeing literately no disadvantage to doing some creative 

research on this taboo subject called pornography (and not to 

mention having been given no solid answers or directions on the 

matter bundled with possessing no actual faith in God or respect 

for Him), I decided to use my new phone to investigate.  

You can probably guess that sex was also not a subject 

that was ever discussed in any detail in my household as well and 

my Christian high school barely touched on the subject. So I took 

the pathway that many young Christians take and learned 

everything there was to know about sex (and far beyond) from 

endless hours of watching pornographic videos. 

Soon I was completely addicted to pornography so much 

so that you could find me watching the clock in my classrooms on 

weekday afternoons, eager to get home so I could lock myself in 

my room, flip open my little two by one screen, and wait ten 

minutes for a single video to load.  

Most of my friends (yes, even the girls) began to become 

regular consumers of pornographic material. We would even 
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discus this sometimes during lunch period or in between classes! 

Outwardly, nothing had changed about us. We would still read 

scripture in Bible class, raise our hands and ask questions about 

Jesus, and sing in chapel. But in our pockets we now had a window 

to the forbidden outside world, a standing invitation to dine at the 

Devils table. And we liked what he had to offer. 

That Christmas I received a new cell phone, a slider, with 

a larger better resolution screen and a much faster processor! I 

was totally delighted because this added a whole new dynamic to 

my after school activities. At sixteen, I got my first job folding 

laundry at a retirement home and I immediately knew what my 

first paycheck would be going towards. A laptop, for school 

work...and other things. 

Pornography soon became second nature to me. At first 

it had seemed exciting and thrilling to hide in a room and break 

the rules, but now it seemed normal and necessary. It was like I 

had developed a second hunger that demanded satisfaction 

multiple times a day.  

Pornography followed me out of high school and into my 

adult life. I moved out of my parent's home the year after 

graduation and rented a studio apartment just a few miles down 

the road from my old school. Now I had total and complete privacy 

to do whatever I wanted. Little did I know that my years of sin and 

immorality had attracted the attention of something sinister. 

Something not of this world. 
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-Enter Jezebel- 

 

n easy method of distraction and destruction that the 

monsters of the Maelstrom use against those lost at 

sea is appealing to the God-given desires of the flesh 

that every single person has. Lust is humanities universal 

weakness. Naturally, I don't think that there is anything that we 

find more desirable. 

Many who deal in Deliverance Ministries have given a 

name to the particular monster in Satan's hierarchy who 

specializes in this field. They get this name from the outline of the 

spirit of lust drawn by Jesus in the passage above from the book 

of Revelation. He presents this analogy this while He is talking to 

the church. This name is Jezebel, the painted lady.  

We met a young queen by this name earlier in our book 

who led her husband into total ruin and ultimately death. The 

spirit of Jezebel (or a Jezebel demon as some call them), is not the 

A 

Revelation 2:20- "But I have this complaint against 

you. You are permitting that woman--that Jezebel who calls 

herself a prophet--to lead my servants astray. She teaches 

them to commit sexual sin and to eat food offered to idols.” 

(NLT) 
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same individual as the idol worshiping queen from ancient Israel. 

Rather, Jesus refers to the spirit of lust as a “Jezebel” because of 

the patterns they share. The main one of these traits is seduction. 

Jezebel demons probably have the easiest job in Satan's 

kingdom. While the Fear-Monger, The Storm-Spinner, The Gloom-

Walker, and The Destroyer all have specific goals, they also have 

specific audiences. Not everyone is susceptible to fear, anxiety, 

depression, or struggles to find the will to live, but just about 

everyone has sexual urges probably on a daily/hourly/minutely 

basis.  

Jezebel demons are probably also the most destructive 

agents of Satan because of their expanded reach vs their co-

workers. Yes, The Destroyer comes seeking a quick victory and the 

destruction of a single soul (and he is often successful) but Jezebel 

can often be found meddling in affairs that have eternal 

consequences for a great many souls, thus destroying many or 

depriving many from finding their way to God.  

For an example, if a Jezebel demon is able to lead a father 

astray and in turn destroy the family, this may have detrimental 

spiritual consequences on the children and the wife who looked 

up to said father. 

Jezebel, like The Destroyer, loves a quick kill, but she also 

specializes in suppression of the word reaching out to those lost 

at sea and inviting them to dine with her, thus keeping them away 

from the Lord. Jezebel is equally as active in the church as she is 
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in the secular world. Sometimes she works her way down from 

the top, leading pastors astray which can perhaps have a great 

impact on those who look up to them for spiritual guidance.  

Jezebel builds an outreach network out of her victims and she 

actively facilitate sexual interactions with those she controls and 

potential future victims.  

A Jezebel demon who is working in a Christian high school 

will send those who belong to her to tempt those who struggle 

with lust and impure thoughts or actions. Jezebel will offer her 

people to God's people in hopes that they will come away with 

her and be enslaved in her immorality.  

Young adults are Jezebel's specialty and they enjoy her 

company, inviting her in time after time. They do not take much 

coaxing from her to agree to dine at her table. Jezebel offers 

satisfaction of the desire burning in their hearts. Jezebel doesn't 

condemn, but only encourages her subjects to go further into her 

chambers and see what she has to offer. Jezebel seldom 

disappoints.  

                 Believe it or not, I think depression and anxiety can be 

overcome more easily than lust. This is especially so in the cases 

of pure spiritual depression or anxiety because you likely do not 

entertain a desire to be sad or scared on your own. However, it's 

hard to find a person who does not entertain sexual desire of any 

kind. While depression, anxiety, or suicidal thought and feelings 
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are not really infectious and do not exist in every heart, the same 

cannot be said about lust. 

Having sexual feelings and attractions outside of love and 

marriage are largely misunderstood in the standardized Christian 

church especially among its youth (a.k.a Jezebel's biggest 

customers). Many are under the false belief that having these 

thoughts, feelings, or urges is the equivalent of committing 

adultery in your heart (thus breaking one of the Ten 

Commandments which is a “major” sin). They draw this belief 

from a verse in the New Testament. Check it out- 

As a man I can tell you that I would need to be blind to 

navigate 21st Century America without having the opportunity to 

look at a woman lustfully. Temptation is literately around every 

corner and on every screen of every electronic device that we use 

daily. As Lucifer was so kind to tell us in chapter four, this has been 

done deliberately by the kingdom of evil as a ever present 

stumbling block for young Christians and to keep the secular 

world focused on the desires of the flesh. 

Matthew 5: 27-28- “You have heard the 

commandment that says, ‘You must not commit adultery. 

‘But I say, anyone who even looks at a woman with lust has 

already committed adultery with her in his heart.” (NLT) 
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Seeing the Devil's handiwork may trigger a thought or 

temptation that you otherwise would not have entertained, but 

rest assured, this is not sin. Your response is what determines 

whether or not you sin.  

If simply having an impure thought was a sin, then I would 

have probably sinned over one hundred billion times while writing 

this chapter. Our enemy, the Devil, and his angels are constantly 

assaulting our minds with all manner of sinful thoughts and ideas 

that are custom tailored to fit our individual weaknesses. Having 

tempting thoughts is a normal part of being human and is also a 

normal part of having a strong and healthy relationship with Jesus.  

It is our responsibility to raise our Shield of Faith and 

respell the assaults of the demonic. We are instructed to guard 

our hearts and minds and take every single thought captive 

making it obedient to Christ (2nd Corinthians 10:5). Every. Single. 

Thought.  

While that may seem like a hefty task, we must keep in 

mind who our ally in this battle is- Jesus Himself. When Jesus was 

tempted, He did not sin. But it's important not to forget that Jesus 

was still tempted. His response to the temptation determined 

whether or not He would sin, not the careless words that the Devil 

whispered in His ear. We as Followers of Christ are held to the 

exact same standard. There is never any reason to feel ashamed 

for being tempted. You have not done anything wrong and you 

owe no one in apology.  
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When Jezebel strikes, it's important to be able to talk 

about temptations and desires of the flesh with other strong 

believers rather than hide from them and hope they will go away 

eventually. Jezebel demons feed off of the non-transparency 

regarding sexual desires that is staple in many Christian homes.  

Often, Christian youth grow up afraid to bring up or even 

think about this subject as it is often portrayed to them as the 

most insidious of sins. Thus they are completely unprepared and 

unequipped when they hit puberty and Jezebel demons have 

them for lunch. 

-List of common things that can attract a Jezebel Demon- 

• Consuming Pornographic Materials of any kind 

• Premarital sex 

• Little or no control over sexual urges 

• Chronic Masturbation 

• Consumption of overly sexualized materials such as 
books, music, movies, video games, etc.  
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-Hiding in the Shadows of Life- 

f you grew up in a Christian setting and you happened 

attend one of the rare sermons where pornography was 

mentioned, I'm certain the pastor also presented a laundry 

list containing warnings of things that would certainly happen if 

you dared dabble in this most heinous of sins. 

I remember hearing anything from “You are guaranteed 

to go to Hell” to “You will become a serial rapist by the time you 

reach your twenties.” While these notions are ridiculous and 

untrue, there was one thing that I recall hearing and dismissing at 

the time, but later on it life, its validity was proven. 

This was the statement which claimed that consuming 

pornographic materials will ruin a future marriage. Anytime 

pornography was mentioned, this warning always seemed to 

accompany it. I cannot recall any explanation ever being given as 

to why this supposedly was, only that it was a certainty. Since I 

was used to erroneous fears being used as motivators by Christian 

leadership, I dismissed this notion immediately. Many years later, 

when I began dating this truth was realized. 

 

 

 

 

I 
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*Warning- The following personal story is going to make me sound 

like a complete jerk but I feel it is important to share because it 

explains the lifelong damage that pornography can do mentally, 

physically, and emotionally.  

 

There are two main types of kids that go to Christian 

schools. There is the ones who have been raised properly by their 

parents and enter their vulnerable high school years with a sound 

foundation built on Godly teachings and a personal relationship 

with Jesus. 

And then there's the other 98% who have little to no 

understanding of who Jesus is (only who their parents say He is) 

and their “foundation” is little more than an accumulation of 

forced beliefs and rules laid down by their parents. Thus they have 

no care for God or for leading a life that is in accordance to Biblical 

teachings. This was me. 

Since I was a heavy consumer of pornographic materials, 

I naturally was inclined to place myself on the dating market at my 

school. This was not because I was interested in seeking out a 

genuine wholesome relationship that may lead to marriage in the 

future, but rather because I was interested in having sex. 

Since the majority of the females in my age group had 

either cracked foundations or no foundation, achieving this goal 

proved to be as easy as speaking up. They also did not take any of 
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the stern baseless warnings we might hear in chapel seriously and 

were likewise interested in experimenting in this taboo field.  

Throughout my final years in high school I had several 

flings with different girls in my class and beyond. I dated a few of 

them but I always preferred the girls that I didn't have to lead on 

and would just get right to the point. By the time I graduated, I 

had made the rounds with every similar minded girl in my 

Christian high school.  

After graduation, I continued the same destructive 

patterns only in the workplace. I had many young ladies flirt with 

me and I would flirt back, not because I liked them or was 

interested in marrying them, but because I needed to feed that 

monster who always demanded more indulgence.  

As the years marched on I slipped in and out of 

relationships like a jacket on a spring day. When I sensed that a 

girl was easy, I would test the waters with her to see if she was 

the relationship type or the straight to business type. Either one 

could be fitted to suit my needs. 

I became a master at faking feelings. The more I did it, the 

better I became. I developed a universal profile for girls which 

were- Personal and Business. Personal meant that she is looking 

for a relationship and reciprocated feelings. Business meant that 

she had been hurt in the past or had a rebel heart and liked to 

pretend that she was made of stone.  
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I also developed two response characters for myself that 

I would introduce to these prospective women in order to appeal 

to my audience. The personal Jeremiah Ryan was soft spoken, 

kind, and a servant. He was an empathetic shoulder to cry on and 

a good listener. The business Jeremiah Ryan was foul-mouthed, 

smoked cigarettes, drank in bars at night, had no respect for 

authority and despised the things of the Lord. Both were equally 

as effective at achieving my desires. 

As time passed I began to get sloppy and lose myself in 

these characters. Often they would overlap one another leading 

to unfavorable outcomes. Marriage seemed like ridiculous joke to 

me and I was very vocal about my feelings towards it. I deemed it 

unnecessary and old fashioned. In the back of my mind I was 

certain that I could never go the rest of my life only being with one 

woman. The monstrous desires that I largely attribute to 

pornography could never be satisfied by a single person. 

That addiction to pornography that I had developed all 

those years ago on my little flip phone became an overarching 

factor in every relationship that I was in was. It followed me like 

dark cloud on a summer day always hanging over my 

relationships, ready to invade at a moment's notice. The lust in my 

heart was never satisfied no matter how much I indulged my 

desires of the flesh. There was something about me that always 

demanded more fuel and new women to satisfy it. I became a 

prisoner to my own desires.  
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And so Jezebel's work in my life had come full circle. She 

didn't bother coming to me with fresh temptations anymore or 

sending more of her women my way. I was totally self-sustaining 

now and would eagerly hunt on my own. Jezebel blew me a kiss 

and went off into the night, adding my name to her list of victims 

who could now be used to destroy others.  

-A Stain on the Wall- 

 

 

2nd Kings 9:30-33- “When Jezebel, the queen 

mother, heard that Jehu had come to Jezreel, she painted her 

eyelids and fixed her hair and sat at a window. When Jehu 

entered the gate of the palace, she shouted at him, “Have you 

come in peace, you murderer? You’re just like Zimri, who 

murdered his master!” 

Jehu looked up and saw her at the window and shouted, 

“Who is on my side?” And two or three eunuchs looked out 

at him. “Throw her down!” Jehu yelled. So they threw her 

out the window, and her blood spattered against the wall and 

on the horses. And Jehu trampled her body under his horses’ 

hooves.” (NLT) 
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Jezebel is not a spirit who goes quietly into the night. 

Removing depression and anxiety may feel like a great burden has 

been lifted off of you and you may feel like a new person entirely. 

If Jezebel has been with you long enough you may not even notice 

that she is gone upon her departure. 

Imagine your thoughts flow like time, constantly moving 

like the second hand on a clock. Now let's pretend that 

temptations and desires are like the alarm on the clock. When the 

alarm rings, you have the option of pressing the snooze button. If 

you do silence the clock, it will proceed on as normal for five 

minutes before the alarm will go off once more. This will go on 

indefinitely. Think of Jezebel as being the one who sets the alarm 

on your clock. She may depart afterwards, but the alarm remains 

set and always must be silenced. Many Christians who struggled 

with Jezebel in the past, still run on her clock even though she has 

been absent in their lives for many years. That is because they 

keep pressing the “snooze” button when they should be pressing 

the “off” button. 

Banishing a Jezebel spirit can be done directly with 

authority in Jesus, or through prayer just like with other evil spirits 

that we have encountered. The major difference in the departure 

of a Jezebel vs a different rank of devil is what the Jezebel leaves 

behind. A bloody stain on the wall. 
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Like in our story above, you can throw down the painted 

woman from the windows of your mind and end her reign of 

terror, however, Jezebel leaves a dastardly parting gift behind. 

Just because I no longer dine at Jezebel's table does not mean that 

I am free of her influence. Years of premarital sex and thousands 

of hours of pornography left a red stain on my mind which 

transforms into an alarm that can go off at any time and trigger a 

temptation.  

Those thousands of hours of pornographic videos still live 

inside my mind and can be presented to me by a demon whenever 

it so chooses. This is what I refer to as a “stained mind”. I can 

banish a Jezebel demon and I can certainly keep my own thoughts 

and desires in check, but I cannot erase my memory. My memory 

becomes a weapon that can be wielded against me by the 

demonic to lead me into sin.  

Galatians 5:16-17- “So I say, let the Holy Spirit 

guide your lives. Then you won’t be doing what your sinful 

nature craves. The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is 

just the opposite of what the Spirit wants. And the Spirit 

gives us desires that are the opposite of what the sinful 

nature desires. These two forces are constantly fighting each 

other, so you are not free to carry out your good intentions.” 

(NLT) 
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This is the actual reason why you should not look at 

pornography. We as human beings are already born into a world 

controlled by the demonic and ruled by the spiritual forces of 

darkness. They are involved in anything and everything. The verse 

above tells us that we (even as Christians) have a sinful nature. As 

Followers of Christ we do our absolute best to keep that sinful 

nature in check and focus on the things of the Spirit. However, 

there is a battle going on between ourselves and the things of the 

Spirit at all times. This is quite the struggle even without demonic 

influence. 

Think of our sinful nature as Christians like embers from a 

campfire the morning after the fire burned. The night is gone and 

a new day has come. The fire that once raged on has now all but 

disappeared. Only a few hot embers remain hidden among all the 

ash of your previous life. However, if you were to sprinkle some 

gasoline among those ashes, the fire may slowly begin to come 

back to life. Viewing pornographic materials is like throwing a 

gallon of gasoline onto that ember bed. The fire will return and 

once again begin demanding you to sustain it, thus you may 

become lost in sin and unable to complete the work that the Lord 

has prepared for you.  
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-The Thing that no one Likes to Mention-  
 

'm just going to come right out and say it-this section is 

about masturbation. There, that wasn't so hard. An 

overarching theme in both this book and its predecessor has 

been to point out the horrific consequences of the Christian 

church and Christian homes not talking about any of the big 

issues. Masturbation in near the top of the “do not mention ever” 

list. 

Most Christians will tell you that masturbation is a sin and 

must never be practiced or even thought about. If you ask them 

to back this up with scripture they may throw a few verses like 

Matthew 5:27 your way, but largely they have nothing to support 

their claim and they may get mad at you for asking. 

That is because the Bible never mentions masturbation. 

Ever. It completely omits this subject both directly and indirectly. 

I've heard a very poor argument to explain this which claims that 

masturbation was “not a thing” back when the Bible was written 

thus this is why it is absent.  

I don't need to do any research to assure you that this is 

not the case. I truly believe masturbation has existed since the 

dawn of time. How would something like that have gone 

undiscovered?  

 

 

I 
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While it may seem odd that the Bible would choose not 

to address something that so many Christian teens struggle with, 

there is a reason for this. It is because masturbation is not a sin. 

You may be thinking that this is contrary to everything that you 

have ever been taught/heard regarding this subject, but let's think 

about it this way- Is getting a massage a sin? How about climbing 

into a bubbly hot tub? Working out? Stretching? 

We do all these things and more for one purpose- to make 

our bodies feel good. There is nothing wrong with making our 

bodies feel good. Masturbation is not an exception to this. 

However, masturbation is done to satisfy sexual desires that are 

busy bubbling to the surface as we go throughout our day to day 

life in the Devil's playground. Think of our thoughts like boiling a 

pot of spaghetti. The hotter the pasta gets the more bubbles it 

produces. Eventually it will boil over of you don't blow on the 

water or turn down the heat.  

Being a Christian in a world stained by Jezebel is like if 

your mind started off every day as a pot of cold water. Throughout 

the day, as you are exposed to more and more of Jezebel's work, 

the temperature of your water increases and begins to bubble. 

The only way to stop it from spilling over is to satisfy it some other 

way.  

Many Christians find themselves becoming slaves to 

masturbation simply because they want to nip their sex drive in 
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the bud so that they do not commit an immoral act with another 

person. Their intentions are good but their methods are shaky.  

Like we said earlier, masturbation is not a sin. However, 

entertaining Jezebel's sexual fantasies to simulate sexual arousal 

could be a sin. Let's jump over to 1 Corinthians and check out two 

verses that may be able to help us shed some light on whether or 

not it's okay for a Christian to practice this habit. 

This verse is talking about the freedoms that come along 

with being a Christian. Christianity is often seen as a set of strict 

rules to be followed and standards to be met, but much of that is 

man-made and not Biblical. The Bible actually says that everything 

is permissible to a Christian. 

Don't misunderstand, the Bible is certainly not saying that 

sin is permissible. It is not contradicting itself by going back on 

everything that it was teaching from Genesis to Corinthians, 

rather this verse is talking about things that were previously 

considered wrong or fell in a gray area. Masturbation falls flat in 

this category. It is permissible, but is it beneficial?  

 

1 Corinthians 10:23- “Everything is permissible,” 

but not everything is beneficial. “Everything is permissible,” 

but not everything builds up.” (CSB) 
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Like we said earlier, many Christians, especially 

teenagers, actively masturbate because they don't want to sin. 

Thus, in their minds, if they commit this little private sin it will keep 

them from committing a much bigger one. 

It's really hard to be a Christian teenager who truly strives to 

please the Lord. Your soul desires to follow your Lord and Savior 

but you're trapped in a body exploding with hormones and you're 

surrounded by other believers who mostly only point fingers and 

offer no good advice or won't talk about this at all. The best advice 

I can give you is to clarify, based on scripture, what aspects of 

masturbation are sin and what aspects are not.  

1. The actual act of masturbation is not sin- There is nothing 

Biblically to support this idea and it doesn't make a 

whole lot of sense.  

2. You can sin by entertaining sexual thoughts in your heart- 

In Matthew 5:27-28, Jesus does confirm that pondering 

sexual thoughts is the equivalent of acting upon them.  

3. We are instructed to do everything for the Glory of God-

(1 Corinthians 10:21) It would be hard to imagine that 

masturbation can be done to the Glory of God. While it 

is permissible, I would definitely also place it in the non-

beneficial category.  
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As a Follower in Christ who is single, the best defense against 

the really hard temptations of this world is to spend as much time 

in prayer as possible. Never be afraid or embarrassed to talk to 

God about temptations or desires you have. He's not going to 

point His finger at you or tell you that you're some dirty sinner, 

that's not how He sees you. 

Rather, when God looks upon you He sees the righteousness 

of Jesus. Your sin was paid for long ago and upon accepting Jesus 

as your personal Savior, you are cleared from any condemnation 

that came along with it.  

God already knows your struggles and He desires to help you 

overcome them. He isn't going to poof temptations out of 

existence but rather help you train your mind to be alert and 

ready to stand against the schemes of the Devil and that foul 

woman, Jezebel. I'm going to include a couple of prayers that I 

wrote awhile back that can be helpful for overcoming sexual 

temptations. 
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A Prayer to Begin your Day-  

Dear Jesus, 

Lord, as I head out into my day I pray that You watch over my 

mind and walk with me through all the temptations that may 

come my way. Jesus, I know you have overcome this world and 

that in You I am more than a conqueror. Please help me keep my 

eyes fixed on You and my mind set in Your ways 

In the Holy and Precious name of Jesus, I pray Amen 

 

A Prayer to End the Day-  

Dear Jesus,  

Thank you for watching over me and protecting me today. God, 

as I end my day I pray that You stay close by me as I sleep and 

guard my mind from invasions from the enemy. Please help me 

keep my mind focused on you so that I may wake up refreshed 

and spend tomorrow doing all things to Your glory 

In the Holy name of Jesus I pray, Amen 
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-Always Under Fire- 

n a dull winter's night in February of 2018, I finally 

made my way to the theater to see the new Star Wars 

movie, The Last Jedi. I've been a lifelong fan of the 

franchise, growing up with the prequels, and I spent many 

childhood hours dueling my little brother with lightsabers that we 

fashioned from flashlights and colored paper.  

The Last Jedi actually released the previous December but 

I had waited all the way until its final week in theaters to actually 

go and see it for myself. I had been very disappointed with what 

Disney had done with the franchise since purchasing it and 

entertained little to no desire to continue spending money to see 

these yearly releases. The Last Jedi, however to me, proved to be 

not just the worst movie in the series, but I consider it to be one 

of the worst movies I've ever seen (I had to say it). 

The entire two and a half-hour movie revolves around The 

Resistance (the good guys) fleeing The First Order (the bad guys) 

in what appears to be a space age version of the TV show Cops. 

The Resistance's star ships are unable to outrun the enemies star 

ships but can keep just far enough ahead of them that they are 

just slightly out of torpedo range.  

The First Order General commands his ship to continually 

fire their laser cannons at the fleeing ships in order to “remind 

them that we are here”. The lasers are ineffective and glance 

O 
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harmlessly off of the Resistance ships rear deflector shield. The 

General is well aware of this though. His logic is to keep on pelting 

the defense shields of the Resistance vessels with a bombardment 

of laser fire to create feelings of dread and impending death 

among his enemies.  

He wanted to ensure that their entire vessel was filled 

with the sound of death raining on the roof, reminding them that 

it was only a matter of time before they ran out of fuel and could 

no longer power their shields. Then those persistent laser bolts 

would tear them to pieces.  

In the same way, Jezebel demons relentlessly attack even 

the strongest Christians who have the shield of Faith fully raised. 

Jezebel knows that the desire of the flesh is strong enough to 

override the desire of the spirit and she sees victory in this field 

every single day. 

While sometimes just giving in to the temptations that 

rain down upon us may seem easier, we must remain ever vigilant 

and pray for the Lords help to combat this monsters assaults. 

Remember, once you re-light that fire, it can prove very difficult 

to put it out. 
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 Chapter 9 

To the Lighthouse Keepers 

jeremiah_ryan@outlook.com<contact@firstchristianchurch.outlook.com 

January 5th, 2018 10:29pm 

Subject<spiritualwarfare  

<jeremiahryan> 

Hi, 

My name is Joe and I'm hoping to get in touch with a pastor that is able to 
help with a spiritual warfare situation. Is there anyone in your church that 
can assist with such a thing? 

Thank You 

reply<contact@firstchristainchurch> 

January 6th, 2018 8:47am 

No 
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Jeremiah_ryan@outlook.com<contact@livingwordcommunitychurch.outl
ook.com 

January 6th, 2018 12:01pm 

Subject<spiritualwarfare  

<jeremiahryan> 

Hi, 

My name is Joe and I'm hoping to get in touch with a pastor that is able to 
help with a spiritual warfare situation. Is there anyone in your church that 
can assist with such a thing? Thank You 

<no_reply> 

 

jeremiah_ryan@outlook.com<reachout@connectionpointchurch.live 

January 9h, 2018 7:35am 

Subject<spiritualwarfare  

<jeremiahryan> 

Good Morning,  

I'm trying to get in touch with a pastor or someone who is knowledgeable 
about spiritual warfare. A friend of mine is in need of some help 
immediately. 

Please let me know. Thank You  

<no_reply> 

 



Monsters Walk Among Us II                     Ryan                                     

 243 

 

 

 

 

 

jeremiah_ryan@outlook.com<contactus@flowingriverchurchofgod 

January 9h, 2018 11:35pm 

Subject<spiritualwarfare  

<jeremiahryan> 

Hello,  

I'm trying to get in touch with a pastor or someone who is 
knowledgeable about spiritual warfare. Is there anyone in your 
church that deals with this? Please let me know.Thanks! 

< contactus@flowingriverchurchofgod 

January 10th, 2018 9:15am  

Mr. Ryan,  

Thank you for reaching out to us! Unfortunately, we do not deal 
with spiritual warfare or deliverance ministries. We would be 
more than happy to pray for you or this situation. God Bless. 
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-The Traveler in the Night- 
 

rom our observatory atop the Lighthouse, we make out 

a figure alone out in the cobblestone streets. The rain 

and wind beat down hard upon this traveler as he 

navigates the winding roads between the sea of dark lighthouses.  

This young man has successfully landed his boat onto the sandy 

shore and climbed up the rocky hillsides, desperately seeking 

refuge from the raging Maelstrom.  

He is quite under dressed for such a stormy cold night. He 

has no hat or coat and wears only a collard shit which is drenched 

and clings to his skin. His long black hair is matted down and he 

has to constantly push it from his eyes. 

He is not alone in those dark stormy streets. Demons from 

within the ocean howl in rage at the courageous young 

journeyer's escape from their sea storm of horrors. They rise up 

from the waters like rocks from a tide and crawl onto the shore, 

sand sticking all over their soaked black cloaks.  

The Traveler hears the monsters and knows that they are 

coming for him. He rushes to the nearest lighthouse and pounds 

on the door, his fist spattering it with rain. 

“Hello, is anyone there that can help me, I'm being 

hunted!” From below the rocky cliffs, the demonic monsters hear 

the Travelers plea. They laugh in delight as they draw closer. The 

Traveler seems puzzled at the lack of response from the 

F 
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lighthouse, so he rushes back down the steps and straight over to 

the next lighthouse. He once again pounds on the door 

“Hello, is anyone in there? I need help right away!” he 

cries. The occupant of the lighthouse sighs in annoyance and turns 

up the volume of his stereo to cover the obtrusive sound at his 

door with worship music. “Another one” he huffs “I wish this riff-

raff would leave me alone!” 

The Traveler with an expression of confusion fixed upon 

his face, hurries to the next dark lighthouse. No response. The 

next one. Still, nothing. He can see the glowing red eyes from the 

darkness. His demons are toying with their food, enjoying 

watching his cries for help being rejected over and over.  

Finally, the weary Traveler makes his way to a light house porch 

and weakly raps his knuckles upon the door.  

“Please help...” he pants miserably. The cold is beginning 

to overcome him. Unlike the response he received from the last 

several lighthouses, this owner throws the door open. Warm air 

pours from the fireplace inside onto the Traveler. There are a 

great many people indoors, all gathered around in the parlor, with 

Bibles on their laps. The Traveler breaths a premature sigh of 

relief.  

The lighthouse owner breaths angrily down upon the 

Traveler. “Would you stop interrupting us and go away?” he 

booms “Can't you see that we are all busy serving the Lord in 

here?” 
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He slams the door in the Traveler's face, shutting out the 

light and the warmth and leaving the poor young man out in the 

storm; wet, cold, and defenseless.  

The Traveler drops to his knees in a puddle, filled with 

despair. The muffled sound of worship music from the happy 

gatherings inside of the dark lighthouses fills the air. Hanging his 

head, the Traveler walks off into the storm while the shadows 

beside him take form and crawl after him. 

You and I exchange looks of horror. Glancing at our light, 

we both nod. We each seize opposite sides of the brass holder 

and with all of our strength, begin to slowly turn the light inwards, 

away from the sea, and towards the town and the desperate 

young man. 

The beasts in the shadows with red, hate-filled eyes glare 

up at us clanking around in our armor and wrestling with the light. 

They foresee our intentions and immediately dash after the 

Traveler.  

We are almost there! Our beam of light leaves the horizon 

and illuminates the empty observatory of the lighthouse next to 

ours. Rain drops and puddles in the street reflect our light among 

the many lighthouses. The Traveler walks away from us, just at the 

edge of where our light ends. We call out to him, trying to get his 

attention before the monsters do. He seems to be unable to hear 

us over the commotion of the Maelstrom.  
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Then all at once, he stops dead. He turns around and 

looks through the rain, directly at us! Although our light is mostly 

blocked by all the dark lighthouses around us, he still seems to 

notice it. He moves his foot ever so slightly as if he was pondering 

changing courses and head towards us. His sneakers squeak on 

the wet cobblestone. But then, just as quickly as he had turned to 

us, he turns away, with a scoff, and heads out into the Maelstrom, 

with a horde of monsters on his tail. Moments later his screams 

echo off of the dark buildings, filling the night air with sounds of 

terror. 

-The Dark Lighthouses- 

I can personally relate a lot to our unfortunate friend, The 

Traveler. In January of 2018, I got a really good taste of what it is 

like to be out in a storm, pursued by monsters, knocking on doors 

of supposed Christians, only to be turned away. The emails above 

are examples of the responses (if any) I received from some of the 

Christian churches in the West Lafayette area when reaching out 

Matthew 23:13- “ What sorrow awaits you teachers of 

religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you shut 

the door of the Kingdom of Heaven in people’s faces. You 

won’t go in yourselves, and you don’t let others enter 

either.”  
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to them for help during the Jane and the “black thing from the 

dreams” scenario. While one church did send me a nice reply, it 

was not a helpful reply.  

Overall, I find the Christian church to be hilariously ill 

equipped with both knowledge and willingness to address the 

spiritual issues and facilitate the deliverance of the oppressed. 

They largely operate in complete and total ignorance to the model 

for ministry that Jesus laid out for them or the spiritual forces of 

darkness whose influence and authority they have fallen 

underneath.  

In this excerpt from a letter that Paul wrote to the early 

churches, he is concerned for them that they may become 

susceptible to deceit and mis-teachings. At the time of his writing, 

there were what Paul referred to as “super apostles” who 

preached according to their own interests and invented a whole 

new Jesus that more closely aligned with all the worldly things that 

they did not want to let go.  

2 Corinthians 11:4- “You happily put up with 

whatever anyone tells you, even if they preach a different 

Jesus than the one we preach, or a different kind of Spirit 

than the one you received, or a different kind of gospel than 

the one you believed.” (NLT) 
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Likely, these messages were more well received and 

these teachers more well liked than those who preached the 

direct word of God. That is because teachings of this matter carry 

little weight and have little impact on the heart of a believer or 

that of a lost soul.  

False teachings and the re-characterization of Jesus or 

God are splattered all over the Modern day American Christian 

churches like red wine on a white rug. Over the past two years I 

have personally visited many churches and often found the 

teachings to be more about excusing sin and making the listener 

“feel good” rather than preaching from the Word of God. 

The big difficult (but very relevant) issues are simply 

ignored or brushed under that wine-stained rug. If passages from 

the Bible that are meant to be convicting and insightful are 

presented, they are often sugarcoated and watered down.  

It is partially because of these lackluster teachings that 

mainstream Christianity has become so lazy, mundane, and 

ineffective. Many Christians or Christ-Followers who regularly 

attend church can walk in the doors completely engrossed in a 

lifestyle of sin and defiance of God and then walk out the doors, 

after the sermon, feeling validated and encouraged to continue in 

their sinful ways. 

The concept that everyone is a sinner is often used as an 

excuse for Christians who want to follow Jesus but also want to 

pursue interests and life choices that are in direct contrast to 
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Biblical teachings. Jesus Himself has been re-imagined as a deity 

who sees no wrong in people and accepts all into His Kingdom 

regardless of blatant defiance to His commandments and 

conformation to the corrupt and evil things of this fallen world. 

Christians are often not challenged to live like Christ or 

minister like Christ, rather this idea has been replaced with the 

concept that Christ-Followers can live however they please, 

commit whatever sins they want, partake in whatever unholy 

actions or lifestyles they choose, and in the end, everything will 

be fine and they will go to Heaven because Jesus died knowing 

that they would live/behave like this and this is why He hands out 

free tickets to Heaven if one repeats that simple little prayer for 

Salvation.  

Think of it like this- Did God come to Earth, incarnate, and 

die for all of humanity so that His future follower's would be free 

from the condemnation of sin and the Devil? Or did He die so that 

His future Followers could sin all they pleased, get a free ride into 

Heaven, and let the Devil rule the Earth unopposed? 

Christian's and Christ-Followers are told over and over 

again that they have been freed of their sins by Jesus's sacrifice. 

However, they often completely misunderstand what this truly 

means. The sacrifice of Jesus frees those who accept Him into 

their hearts from the condemnation of sin, not sin itself. Jesus paid 

for the sins of His Follower's with His Holy blood, but they still live 

in a fallen world, controlled by the demonic, where sin lurks about 
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every corner. Even the most devoted Christ-Follower will sin from 

time to time. We are instructed to repent our sins to the Lord and 

we are told that He is faithful and just to forgive them. We are not 

told that sinning is fine and we are already and automatically 

forgiven.  

In this chapter we will take a look at the three branches 

of Jesus's ministry while He was here on Earth and compare them 

to the general model of the modern day American Christian 

church. But first, let's take a good hard look at just how much 

influence the demonic can have over a church if they are allowed 

to run amuck.  

-The Importance of Testing the Spirit- 

In our first adventure, we used this verse to draw parallels 

between what we identified as a “Fly-By-Night Christian” and the 

false believers of the first church. While there is certainly 

2 Corinthians 11:14-15- “But I am not surprised! 

Even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. So it is no 

wonder that his servants also disguise themselves as servants 

of righteousness. In the end they will get the punishment 

their wicked deeds deserve.” (NLT) 
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relevance in that comparison, let's revisit this verse once more to 

begin our discussion on deceiving spirits. 

We are told that Satan masquerades as an angel of light. 

This impersonation of God's agents can and does take several 

forms especially when they present themselves to the Christian 

church. 

Keep in mind that mental assaults from the demonic are 

not necessarily openly negative or violent. Often, demons will 

impersonate God Himself in order to lead a Christ-Follower astray. 

The Bible gives us several example of this reality, but to best 

demonstrate this, let's take a look at a story from Exodus during 

the days of Moses. 

One a dry, dusty boring day, just like any other, a young 

man named Moses, who was a former prince, turned murderer, 

turned recluse, was out tending a heard of sheep in the 

wilderness. The sun was hot and the ground dry, so it was not 

entirely out of the ordinary to see a bush in the far distance on 

fire. After watching the bush for a little while, Moses couldn't help 

but notice that the thin shrub did not seem to be burning up, 

despite the raging inferno that it contained.  

Leaving the coolness of the shade tree he was lounging 

under, Moses journeyed over the burning bush to investigate. 

Here he was greeted by the thing he probably expected the least, 

the Voice of God.  
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God spoke to Moses thorough the flames, ordering him 

to go to Egypt and tell Pharaoh that he must set God's people free. 

Given his questionable history in Egypt, Moses was less than 

enthusiastic about going back to the land he had fled from. He 

challenged God's request by informing the Most High that there 

was no way the Pharaoh would believe that he had been indeed 

sent by the Almighty God. 

God then told Moses to throw the walking stick that he 

carried in his hand to the ground. Moses acquiesced and the very 

second his staff hit the sand, it transformed into a large and 

powerful serpent. Moses was so startled that he turned and ran 

from it. God (probably after He stopped laughing) then instructed 

Moses to grab that serpent by the tail. After Moses finally 

mustered up the courage to do this, he found that upon touching 

the snake, it became nothing more than a wood stick once more. 

After this God provided two more signs. The second sign was for 

Moses to put his hand into his coat and pull it out again. When he 

did this, he found his hand to be diseased and covered in leprosy. 

Upon returning his hand to his coat and then removing it once 

more, he found it restored. The third sign involved changing water 

into blood.  

All of these were examples of supernatural phenomena, 

powered by God, in order to prove to Pharaoh that Moses had in 

fact been sent with a message from the God of Abraham and was 

not to be dismissed as some raving lunatic.  
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This story takes a scary turn, however, when Moses and 

his brother, Aaron, arrive at the palace of Pharaoh, deliver God's 

message, and perform the signs that the Lord gave him in the 

presence of Pharaoh and his elders. Upon seeing the Lord's 

miracles, Pharaoh summons his magicians and sorcerers and asks 

them to replicate the miracle that he has just been shown. And 

they are able to do so! 

The court magicians throw down their staffs, and they 

become snakes, just as Moses had done! Later, Moses strikes the 

Nile river, changing the water into blood, and the court magicians 

and sorcerers are also able to turn water into blood using their 

secret dark arts. As we briefly discussed in chapter four, the only 

“magic” that truly exists comes from utilizing the power of evil 

spirits to accomplish unnatural tasks. It can be presumed that, 

these court magicians were in league with demons due to their 

“miraculous” skills. 

I've included this story because it demonstrates just how 

perfectly the demonic can impersonate God, even to the point of 

performing miraculous signs to prove their “authenticity”. Here's 

a quick list of things that Christians and Christ Followers often pray 

for which is followed by a list of abilities that the Bible tells us the 

demonic has. Compare the two and see if you can find ways that 

the spiritual forces of darkness could seek to hijack our prayers 

and trick us into believing that they are God. 
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-Things Commonly Prayed For- 

• Direction/Guidance 

• For the Lord to reveal Himself/speak to the Believer 

• For the Lord to show His plans to the Believer 

• Financial concerns 

• Wisdom 

• Discernment 

• Healing 

• Weather 

• To be shown a sign 

• To recover from the loss of a loved one/speak with a 

deceased loved one or they speak out loud as if the 

deceased is in the room 

• For spiritual gifts such as tongues or prophecy  
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-God-Mimicking Abilities possessed by the Demonic- 

• Divination/Precognition- (Acts 16:16) Ability to see or 

very accurately hypothesize future events before they 

occur. People make a very good living providing fortune 

telling services for hire. Sometimes they are frauds, but 

often they achieve this by consulting the demonic for 

the answers that their clients seek.  

• Ability to claim they are God- (Jeremiah 29: 8-9, Ezekiel 

22:28) Obviously the only way a Christ-Follower would 

ever listen to a voice in their head is if they thought that 

it was, in fact, God. The demonic OFTEN claims to be 

God in order to lead Christians and their churches astray. 

• Visions- (Zechariah 10:2) Demons can produce false 

visions that seem like they are coming from God in order 

to manipulate a situation or individual in their favor.  

• Dream Manipulation- (Job 4:13)/Everyone ever. This is by 

far the most common route that demons will use when 

attempting to influence an individual, whether it be to 

frighten them or to mislead them. 

• Discernment/Wisdom- (James 3:13) The Bible clearly 

warns of the existence of two kinds of wisdom. They are 

very similar in appearance, but one is from the Lord and 
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one is from the demonic. They can be distinguished by 

their fruits and the humility of the wielder. 

• Astrology- (Isaiah 47:13, Jeremiah 10:2) The ability to 

read the “signs of the Heavens” (in most cases, stars) to 

predict the intentions of God, or the future.  

• Facilitation of conversations/meetings with the dead- 

(Isaiah 19:3, Isaiah 8:19, 1 Samuel 28.) Demons can 

contact a deceased loved one on your behalf, or allow 

you to see and talk to the spirit of a loved one via their 

supernatural powers. I'm also certain they could 

perfectly impersonate a deceased love one if they so 

desired. 

• Weather Manipulation- (Job 1:13-19) Anything from 

winds strong enough to knock down buildings to fire 

falling from the Heavens, demons can control weather 

events, even creating unnatural occurrences.  

• Miracles in the General sense (including healing)- 

(Revelation 16:14, Exodus 7:11, Matthew 24:24) Demons 

who impersonate God sometimes will “prove” they are 

from God by performing some miraculous magic trick 

and then claiming it was by God's power that they were 

able to do this. They will also perform these signs for 

leaders in the church and faith in order to 

persuade/convince said leader to listen to them. They 
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may even empower humans to replicate these 

miraculous signs via their demonic power.  

• Prophecy/ Tongues- (Jeremiah 23:16, Mark 13:22) Any 

sort of direct interaction with the Holy Spirit can easily 

be replicated by a demonic spirit impersonating the 

Lord. Be very cautious.  

• Ability to manipulate financial circumstances- (Acts 5:3-4) 

With their vast influence in the hearts of the unbelieving 

world, the demonic certainly could 

provide/deny/facilitate monetary transactions between 

those they control. If they can make people go to war for 

them, I'm certain they could convince them to use an 

ATM. 
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-Test Every Spirit-  

As Followers of Christ, we are instructed to test every 

single instance in which we are prompted by what we believe to 

be the Spirit of God. The notion of not immediately accepting 

things you feel or thoughts that come into your mind during 

prayer may seem like the opposite of that what we as Christ-

Follower's should do, but we must remember who our enemy is 

and that we are far from beyond being susceptible to deception.  

If we are alert and ready, fully equipped in the full armor 

of God, then the demonic may try a different strategy. This one is 

tried and true and they have been masters at it for millenniums. 

This is impersonating God. After all, a good Christian doesn't 

ignore commands from God, right? 

1 John 4: 1-3- “Dear friends, do not believe every 

spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 

because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 

This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every 

spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the 

flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not 

acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 

antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is 

already in the world.” (NIV) 
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Of course we should not ignore God when He is showing 

us His plans for us or providing opportunities for us to further His 

Kingdom, however, it is extremely important to ensure that these 

spiritual instructions or feelings are in fact, coming from God. 

This world has no shortage of Christians who accidentally serve 

the Devil. Blind and deceived Christians actively work against the 

will of the Lord everywhere you go.  

Many deceived Christians who listen to prompts from the 

Devil rather than the Lord have a desire in their hearts to follow 

God and they believe that this is actually what they are doing. 

Unfortunately, they failed to test the spirit and are playing right 

into the hand of the Devil. This is very common among the 

leadership of Christian churches.  

Something that is growing in popularity this century 

among the Christian communities is the acceptance of 

homosexuality. Modern Christians are jumping on board with this 

more and more every single day. While we are instructed to “hate 

the sin, not the sinner” by Jesus, He certainly never said “accept 

the sin”.  

Matthew 12:30- “Anyone who isn't with me opposes 

me, and anyone who isn't working with me is actually 

working against me.” (NLT) 
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As Christians we should have no issue welcoming any kind 

of sinner into our churches because we ourselves are among the 

biggest sinners on the planet. We are in no position whatsoever 

to judge anyone. But we are also in no position whatsoever to 

condone sin. Yet it seems that many Christian churches (both 

mega and smaller ones) really seem to cater to the morally 

deteriorating 21st Century Americans, rather than preaching the 

unaltered Word of the Lord.  

The number of pastors who are declaring homosexuality 

acceptable and no longer a sin is growing by the day. I have often 

read claims by pastors and Christians that God Himself revealed 

this to them through prayer. I'm certain something revealed this 

to them, but I would be hard pressed to believe it was God. Why 

would God contradict Himself? 

Since modern day Christians are largely uneducated on 

their spiritual identities or spiritual warfare in general, the 

concept of a demon talking to them during prayer may seem 

impossible. And since they have no knowledge on testing spirits 

or on equipping the Armor of God, they are completely vulnerable 

to all the schemes of the Devil. 

Testing a spirit is simple. If you are praying and you hear 

a voice or have a strong feeling or thought that is relevant to your 

prayer and you believe it to be from God, simply say this out loud- 

“Does the spirit talking to me believe that Jesus Christ is the Son 

of God?”  
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If the spirit is from the demonic realm, you will know 

immediately as whatever feeling or thought it was trying to gently 

place in your mind will turn to blind rage. However, if what you 

are hearing is the will of God, you will know that too. God will not 

be in anyway shape or form, upset with you for testing His spirit. 

He is the one who commanded us to do this in the first place 

because He does not want us to be deceived and led astray by the 

demonic.  

When writing this chapter, I actually tested the spirit of a 

thought I had been having for several weeks prior. It was a 

reoccurring doubtful/hateful thought towards God that seemed 

to manifest itself every time I prayed. I had assumed the thought 

originated from an evil spirit as it was completely contrary to my 

personal beliefs so commanded the thought to leave in the Name 

or Jesus. Yet, as the weeks passed, it kept coming back. Finally, 

when it popped into my head, I asked the spirit if it believed that 

Jesus was the Son of God. The word “NO!” began to flood my mind 

instantly. I then said; 

“In that case, you filthy deceiving spirit, I command you to leave 

me in the name of Jesus!” I have not heard from it since. 
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*Warning- This next section is written for believers who struggle 

with negative thoughts towards God when they pray. I am not 

talking about thoughts that are doubtful towards the Lord. I am 

talking about blatant blasphemous/evil thoughts or curse words 

that are directed towards God/Jesus, or the Holy spirit. If this 

doesn't pertain to you, I advise proceeding with caution. 

While I normally encourage all Christians and Christ-Follower's to 

educate themselves on all aspects of spiritual warfare, I only 

recommend reading this next section for academic purposes if 

you are very confident in your position in Christ and ready to stand 

firm against what could be an immediate attack. The demon that 

we will discuss is one of the most damaging entities that I've 

encountered and has proven to be very easy to attract and very 

difficult to remove.  

I'm not saying this to encourage some of you thrill seekers to turn 

the next page. This is not a spirit to be taken lightly. I personally 

struggle with mentioning this monster to people. On one hand, I'd 

like everyone to know about it in case they ever encounter one. 

On the other hand, taking an interest in this spirit seems to invite 

it in.  

 

If you would rather skip this section, turn to page 273 
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-The Blasphemer- 

hile researching scripture passages and 

scenarios to use for “Hannah and Company”, I 

had a very strange experience. I was reading the 

first chapter of the book of Job (who had more of a reason to be 

depressed than Job?) and a particular verse caught my attention. 

Let me share it with you- 

 

The last line of that verse caught my attention. I began to 

wonder what it would mean to curse God in your heart. I was well 

aware that many people take the Name of the Lord in vain left and 

right, but to directly curse God seems like it would have function 

differently. Since our minds entertain all sorts of evil on a daily 

basis, I wondered if the Lord would really hold us accountable for 

a single passing evil thought. It was curious to me. 

W 

Job 1: 4-5- “When these celebrations ended—

sometimes after several days—Job would purify his 

children. He would get up early in the morning and offer a 

burnt offering for each of them. For Job said to himself, 

“Perhaps my children have sinned and have cursed God in 

their hearts.” This was Job’s regular practice.” (NLT) 
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Later that morning while in the shower, an outrageous 

thought popped into my head out of nowhere. It stated- “F*** 

God.” (Obviously, it contained the full curse word, I am censoring 

it in my writing). I was immediately startled by this and wondered 

“Did I really just think that?” After I got out of the shower, I 

reached out to the Lord to assure Him that I would never say 

anything like that nor entertain such a wicked thought.  

I did not speak the prayer but rather prayed it in my heart. 

When I went to say “Dear God” what I heard in my head loud and 

clear was “F*** God”. I couldn't believe it! I tried the same thing 

only instead of saying God, I said Jesus. In response I heard a 

crystal clear thought proudly saying “F*** Jesus” over and over.  

I immediately knew that this was a spiritual attack. There was 

no way that I would ever say something so contrary and offensive 

to everything that I believe in and the God who I worship. I forced 

a prayer out while the entire time having that voice screaming in 

my head “F*** God”, “F*** God”, “F*** God”! 

I prayed for deliverance from the evil spirit. I renounced the 

thoughts in the Holy name of Jesus (all while hearing a variety of 

curse words directed towards Jesus mentally screaming). The 

thoughts quieted down after that, but the next morning when I 

reached out to the Lord in prayer, the same thing happened! 

I repeated the Deliverance prayers over again. This time 

the prayers were met with vicious resistance. I prayed through the 

string of curses, but honestly it's really hard to concentrate while 
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hearing all manner of the most disgusting blasphemous thoughts. 

I once again renounced the thoughts in the Name of Jesus all while 

hearing “F*** Jesus” repeatedly. 

This continued for nearly a week which left me very 

discouraged. Here I am writing my second book on how to 

recognize and overcome demonic influences and somehow I had 

come under demonic harassment and I could not seem to end it. 

It tried all of the methods and prayers that I knew and nothing 

worked. The demon almost seemed amused and encouraged at 

all of my failed efforts. 

Finally, I began searching online for answers. After sorting 

through all the usual unhelpful foolishness provided by the 

Establishment Christian church, I came across a blog written by a 

young man who claimed he had the very same experience after 

he accepted Jesus into his heart. He noted that even in his secular 

life he had never entertained hateful thoughts towards 

God/Jesus, in fact he had really never given Him much thought at 

all. 

Out of the blue, in this young man's new Christian life he 

found himself suddenly hearing thoughts which openly cursed the 

name of God. He then said after much discouragement he 

reached out to the Lord in despair and a much different thought 

popped into his head- “Lift up your head, your redemption is 

drawing near!” 
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After this he felt prompted by the Holy Spirit to cast out 

the spirit of blasphemy. He did this in the name of Jesus and the 

demon ran off screaming into the night. This blog was filled with 

comments from other young Christians who all claimed similar 

instances of harassment by a blasphemous demon. I then Googled 

“Demons of Blasphemy” and found thousands of stories all from 

Christians (mainly new Christians) who all claimed to have had 

these thoughts circulated through their minds while in prayer. 

I took what I had read to heart and directly confronted the sprint 

of blasphemy. I told it that I was fully aware of its presences and I 

recognized its influence. I then rebuked it in the name of Jesus and 

that was the end of that. 

Like I said towards the beginning of this discussion, I really 

am hesitant to talk about this experience with anyone who isn't 

going through it. If me reading a Bible verse and pondering over 

its words was enough to attract The Blasphemer, I would hate if 

someone reading this section of the book also came under attack 

simply because they dwelt on it too much.  

Luke 21:28- “When these things begin to take place, 

stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is 

drawing near." (NIV) 
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Don't misunderstand, there is nothing to fear from this 

monster and it is not through fear that I have issued warnings of 

caution. In Christ, we are more than conquerors and with our God 

given Authority in Christ, we are more than a match for Satan's 

best warriors.  

However, visits from The Blasphemer are very unpleasant 

and very stomach-turning. If you love the Lord you will find 

yourself beyond offended at the words of The Blasphemer. This 

monster is persistent, timely, and unrelenting. It also seems to be 

impervious to methods of removal that we have discussed in 

previous chapters and in our last adventure.  

Here is what you need to understand if The Blasphemer ever 

knocks on your door. 

1. These thoughts are not your thoughts- Rest assured, you 

are not taking the Name of God in vain. This is an 

invasion on your mind intended to beat you down and 

discourage you in your walk with Jesus. This attack is 

meant to portray both yourself and God in a bad light. 

It's meant to make you look evil and God look 

insufficient to protect you. It is meant to facilitate fake 

division between you and God. 

2. You haven't done anything wrong to cause this- I was 

reading the Bible when The Blasphemer came to me. I 

was in the process of actively trying to further the 
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Kingdom of Christ. Actually every single time I have been 

visited by Satan's minions is during a time of spiritual 

work. 

3. You will not be held accountable for these thoughts- 

Think of it this way- if you are out walking on the street 

and someone runs up to you and shouts an obscenity 

towards the Lord, at you, do you think that after you die, 

God will demand an accounting from you on as to why 

this happened? No, of course not. You didn't say 

anything and the thoughts and words of another being 

are not your responsibility. 

4. You can end this as quickly as it began- You really can! I 

struggled with banishing this devil because I was 

uneducated on what exactly it was. For whatever 

reason, this demon seems to only respond to being 

directly addressed and rebuked in the Holy Name of 

Jesus.  

When confronting a Blasphemer, the first thing I would do is 

ask Jesus for His protection, power, and presence to fill the 

room. You may have to bar your teeth while doing this as your 

head is probably going to be exploding with curses towards to 

Lord. I would then say something like this- 
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I am a Child of God, bought and paid for with the precious Blood 

of Jesus Christ. I belong to Christ and He is the only Authority in 

my life. I recognize these thoughts and curses to be the work of a 

Blasphemous demon and with my Authority in Christ and in the 

Holy Name of Jesus, I rebuke this demon from my mind. In the 

Holy Name of Jesus, you will depart from me now and will never 

return. 

I would then say a prayer directly afterwards 

Dear Jesus, 

Lord thank you for letting Your Incredible Power over the Devil be 

displayed once more. Jesus, I pray that You guard my heart and 

mind from all invasions from the enemy and help me stay focus 

on You and furthering Your Kingdom here on Earth. I thank you 

for delivering my enemy into my hands as you have done.  

In the Holy and Precious Name of Jesus I pray, Amen. 

 

  



Chapter 9- To the Lighthouse Keepers 

 

 272 

 

  



Monsters Walk Among Us II                     Ryan                                     

 273 

-The Enemy is Everywhere- 
 

n Christian churches and sermons the phrase “the enemy” 

is tossed around carelessly here and there and is often used 

a universal label to blame things on when something doesn't 

go according to plan. I recall hearing Christians say things like “the 

enemy wants me to fail at this” or “the enemy caused this division 

in the church” or maybe even “the enemy made me gossip about 

my friend at the church coffee bar”. This mysterious phantom 

seems to be involved in all the mishaps and wrong doings of the 

church.  

This label demonstrates how impersonally Christianity 

views the Devil and the demonic. He often doesn't even have a 

real name anymore, that's how insignificant they often think he 

is! Just a minor inconvenience that can be brushed aside or 

overcome by normal means. 

Often, while Christians are quick to play the blame game 

with “the enemy”, they shutter at the actual though of there really 

being an phantom lurking among the pews and between the 

bookstore aisles in their churches. I'm fairly positive that while 

blaming the enemy for this or that, they do not believe, even for 

a second, that the serpent from the Garden of Eden from the 

dawn of time, really had anything to do with the church bus 

getting a flat tire. 

I 
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If you or I were to ask once of these enemy-blaming 

Christians if they had confronted the Devil about what he did, how 

do you think they would respond? Likely they would think our 

question was quite silly. Of course they didn't! That would be 

ridiculous.  

Well, you and I may respond by asking them why not? If 

they truly felt the enemy was responsible for creating a problem 

at their church then why not use their God-given Authority in 

Christ and end the demonic meddling? We would likely be met 

with a blank stare and confusion. They might even think we are 

crazy. 

I've heard it said- “Christians believe in God, but not the 

Devil.” I agree with this, but feel as if it might be helpful to add the 

word “American” onto the front of that. In this chapter it is the 

establishment American Christian Church I will be speaking too, 

regardless of denomination.  

If you live in the United States and attend a church that 

teaches that Jesus is God in the flesh, who came to Earth in order 

to pay the price of your sin in full so that you could share in eternal 

union with your Creator, that He died, was buried, then rose again 

on the third day, then you count as an American Christian 

churchgoer. We will be looking at many of the common 

misconceptions about spiritual warfare and the involvement and 

role of the church in it. 
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-They Really did Flatten that Tire- 

kay well I don't know about that specifically, but your 

average enemy-blaming Christians are not 

necessarily wrong about citing the Devils involvement 

in anything and everything. Earlier in our book, we tossed 

together a fake interview with the Devil where he detailed his 

sinister involvement in all of the goings on of mankind. While we 

may have imagined the interview for illustration sake, his mass 

deception and control is all too real. The Christian church is not at 

all excluded from this reality, in fact, it is the ultimate target of the 

demonic. 

Remember that the Devil and his angels only set their 

minds on eternal things. If they were to actually flatten a tire on 

the church bus, it would be because there was a soul out there in 

the community who they had under their thumb and they 

happened to know that the church youth group was going to use 

the bus today in order to witness and this oppressed young man 

just happened to be a planned stop for the day. They couldn't care 

less about whether or not there is air in your tires because that 

does not matter in the slightest. They only get involved in material 

things if they will lead to eternal (spiritual) consequences.  

The Christian church has the ability to make a vast 

difference in this life and eternity. That is why it is under constant 

assaults from the demonic. The enemy isn't a metaphor for things 

O 
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that go poorly. They are powerful multidimensional monsters with 

who hate your guts and live and breathe for one sole purpose- 

your destruction.  

I may sound like a broken record at this point, but allow 

to reiterate this reality once more, since it's the bread and butter 

of the message I would like to deliver to all Christian churches.  

Demons and the Devil are not confined to the back-water 

parts of our planet. They do not only exist in the stories that 

missionaries share via their PowerPoint presentations after they 

return from a third world country.  

The United States, your town, church, or home are not 

magical safe havens from the Devil and his angels. They are just as 

or perhaps even more involved in our lives and churches than they 

are across seas. They are here and they have come for you. 

-You and Me and all Other People- 

our identity to the spiritual forces of darkness all 

depends on your relationship with Jesus Christ. If you 

do not know Jesus then you are nothing besides a 

tool for them to use to inflict pain upon God. Secular people will 

likely never reach any souls for Christ, nor will they be able to 

further His Kingdom. However, within their bodies lives an 

immortal soul, placed there carefully by the Creator of the 

Universe, Himself. While Christ would like you to choose Him and 

Y 
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return to Him one day, demonic monsters are determined to 

ensure that this does not happen. They have all sorts of methods 

that they will use to drive wedges and build walls between a 

secular person and God, that way upon their death, they will be 

doomed to an eternity in Hell, with the demons themselves! 

With Christians and Christ-Follower's however, the 

monsters have already partially lost the battle. The Believer has 

put his or her trust in Jesus and accepted His Holy Spirit into the 

hearts. Their eternal destiny is secure and the Helmet of Salvation 

is locked securely upon their heads. The demons were 

unsuccessful at preventing the individual from coming to Christ. 

However, the real battle begins upon receiving the Lord as your 

personal Savior. You have just become part of the only formidable 

Earthly resistance to the demonic spiritual government that rules 

this world. They hate that you have accepted Christ and they hate 

you personally and everything you represent.  

It is because you are a threat to them that they often 

launch a preemptive strike and come after you. While Christ-

Followers have the authority to trample the snakes and scorpions 

of the demonic realm, this is only effective if they are well 

educated on how to use it. Demons will attempt to suppress baby 

Christians in their infancy so that they will never be effective 

witnesses of Christ. Sometimes they do this directly and 

sometimes they do this through a church that they control. 
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Picture this- A new Christian, excited and eager to learn 

more about their faith, walks into a church that claims God but is 

under the direct influence of the Devil. While the baby Christian 

may have a pleasant experience at the church, the messages that 

they hear week after week are of the “feel good” variety and do 

nothing to challenge the new believer to further the Kingdom of 

Christ. Thus the new believer becomes another Sunday morning 

robot who lives a good life, but does not reach out to the world 

screaming in pain around them.  

One of my most sincere hopes for Monsters Walk Among 

Us is that it introduces Christians to a whole new depth what 

following Christ means. There is a lot more to Christianity than 

Sunday morning rock concerts and drinking lattes. You have the 

power inside of your soul to make an eternal difference in this 

dying world. Let's take a look at the outline for how a Christian 

should conduct their ministry that was given to us by Jesus 

Himself. 
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-The 1/3 Ministry-  

uring the ministry of Jesus, there were three core 

aspects that became the distinguishable factors in His 

evangelism. The first of these was the preaching of 

the word. If Jesus was to visit your town, it could be expected that 

He would find a spacious location to set up a makeshift outdoor 

auditorium. Jesus didn't bring any sound equipment with Him or 

folding chairs, only the Word of God. The Disciples didn't set up 

an espresso bar, or projector screens. These meetings literately 

consisted of Jesus standing on a hill speaking directly to thousands 

of eager listeners sitting in the grass or sand, under a hot sun. 

While there is certainly nothing wrong with coffee or air 

conditioning, I feel like modern day churches are far often too 

comfortable. Many messages I've heard in the last two years are 

far less than challenging and simply exist to support the notion 

that all there is to Christianity is church, marriage, not swearing 

very much, not watching as many dirty movies, and trying to do 

the right thing and be a good person. Honestly Following Christ is 

often not presented as a major commitment, but rather a minor 

inconvenience that you have to be aware of between the hours of 

eleven and twelve am every Sunday morning. God has become 

more of an “Oh right, we still do that thing...” rather than the 

center focus of the Christian's life. 

D 
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The first aspect of Jesus's ministry was preaching. Jesus 

preached the Good News of the coming of Christ wherever He 

went. Jesus was eager to share the Word with anyone who would 

listen. For the most part, preaching the word is the only part of 

Christ's ministry that the modern day Church still practices. 

Obviously if you go to church, you will hear a message from the 

Bible. However, many churches have preaching down to a science 

crafted to fit their agenda. As we said earlier in this chapter, the 

big issues are often never addressed thus filling the world with 

ineffective Sunday morning Christians completely clueless of their 

spiritual identity, who do little to nothing to further the Kingdom 

of Christ. 

Jesus didn't sugar coat anything at all during his teachings. 

He flat out called the well-respected religious leaders of the time 

hypocrites who would never enter the Kingdom of God.  

Regardless, simply sitting in a sanctuary for an hour every 

week and hearing a message from the Bible is hardly being an 

effective Christian, rather you may be a 1/3 Christian.  
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-2/3- 

he second defining aspect of the ministry of Jesus was 

healing the sick. Jesus used varying methods for this. 

Sometimes He would just lay His hands on the sick 

person and their illness would vanish, or he would touch the legs 

of a cripple and suddenly bone and muscle that had been dormant 

would spring to life. Other times, He would tell people to go and 

complete a certain task and then they would be healed.  

Any way you slice it, Jesus and His disciples could be relied upon 

to heal diseases of any kind. There was never a recorded instance 

of Jesus or His disciples trying to heal a disease and not being able 

to do it.  

Question-how many people in your church regularly call 

on the Holy Spirit of God to heal illness and physical ailments in 

their communities? I'm going to take a stab in the dark and say 

probably none. Why is this?  

There is a common false belief among the Christian 

church that things such as healing, performing miracles, and 

demons only exist between the pages of their Bibles. They like to 

think that the performance of these phenomenon's was only 

doable by Jesus Himself or by His special disciples. I would wager 

to say that those who hold this belief have never read this verse- 

 

T 
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In this very overlooked passage of scripture, Jesus is 

informing His follower's that after He has returned to The Father, 

they will be fully empowered to continue His Ministry even to the 

point of doing greater miracles that Jesus Himself had done! 

Imagine if we had believers who embraced that truth in the 

21st century American Church! What a difference we could make! 

Just to give you a quick reminder of some of the incredible things 

that Jesus did while He was here: 

 

 

 

 

John 14: 12-14- “I tell you the truth, anyone who 

believes in me will do the same works I have done, and even 

greater works, because I am going to be with the Father. 

You can ask for anything in my name, and I will do it, so 

that the Son can bring glory to the Father. Yes, ask me for 

anything in my name, and I will do it!”(NLT) 
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• Turned plain water into the best wine anyone had ever 

tasted 

• Healed the crippled 

• Restored vision to a blind man 

• Healed any and every illness 

• Broke and distributed over five thousand pieces of bread 

out of a single loaf (and He did this twice) 

• Calmed a storm by simply telling it to shut up 

• Walked on the surface of a lake 

• Resurrected the dead 

• Caused a severed ear to re-grow on the spot 

 

This list only represents a fraction of the miraculous things 

that Jesus did while on Earth. But yet He says that we can do 

even greater things than these! He doesn't say “After I'm gone, 

you twelve disciples can continue My work but after all of your 

deaths, future believers will be limited to simply talking about 

Me.”  

John 21:25- “Jesus did many other things as well. If 

every one of them were written down, I suppose that even 

the whole world would not have room for the books that 

would be written.” (NIV) 
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Instead, Jesus promises that anything a Believer asks Him for 

in His name, will be theirs. Anything means anything. 

If you presented this idea to most modern Christians, they would 

probably agree that Jesus is useful for helping them pay the 

mortgage for their multi-million dollar house or providing them 

with safe travels on their vacations, but if you applied it to them 

healing a cancer patient, they would probably think this is an 

impossibility. 

This is not necessarily a testament to their faith but rather 

a testament to the atrocious lack of real teaching on the Christian 

churches part and a testament to the great influence that the 

Devil hold over the church. 

Christians have been deceived into believing that they are 

little more than broken record players who just repeat the same 

tiny parts of the Bible over and over. They have been told that this 

is what being a Christian is all about. 

From reading the verse above, we can make a pretty 

strong assumption that dull ineffectiveness that often is the 

church was not at all Jesus's vision for His Follower's in the 21st 

Century. Jesus is excited when he is talking about what is to come 

after His departure. He is excited for His follower's to continue His 

work and spread the gospel to all four corners of the Earth. At 

some point, we seem to have forgotten all about this. 

I remember being extremely skeptical the first time I went 

to heal someone. I honestly don't think even the strongest 
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believer in Christ can heal someone without having the “what if 

this doesn't work?” nagging thought in the back of their mind. 

That is because we as humans naturally entertain a large amount 

of doubt about that which we cannot see. I certainly have felt 

some degree of doubt both in my limited experience with divine 

healing and with my experience in Deliverance. 

A friend of mine was prone to stomach seizures and 

happened to have one of these come on her one night when I was 

with her. She was a Believer in Christ and had been her whole life. 

I actually don't know where the thought to pray with her came 

from. It could have been me or perhaps it was the Holy Spirit.  

Regardless, I suggested this and so we did. I said a simple 

prayer acknowledging Jesus and the Great Healer and Ultimate 

Authority in the room and asking Him to relieve my friend of her 

seizure. Her stomach seizure stopped the instant that those words 

left my lips! I never even had a chance to finish my request to 

Jesus before He answered.  

I have also heard of those in the Healing Ministry that say 

they have experiences similar to mine and then I have also heard 

them say that sometimes it doesn't work.  

It's important to keep in mind that all things work 

according to the Will of the Almighty God. There are certainly 

times when God chooses not to heal a person because He has 

other plans for their life which involve their illness. There are also 

instances where God does not heal a child of His because it is their 
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time to come home to Him. We must remember that our 

authority to heal the sick comes from the Creator of the Universe 

who holds all things in His Hands. It is not our duty to try and use 

the Holy Spirit to subvert the Will of God, but rather to do all 

things according to His will. 

-3/3- 
 

ow to outset of that which keeps the Christian church 

in chains-The spiritual forces of darkness. The 

monsters that the Christians think can't touch them. 

A key part of Jesus's ministry was the Deliverance of the 

demonically oppressed. Much like today, every single town Jesus 

ever visited had loads of people who were under fierce spiritual 

oppression. The Devil ran wild in the centuries before the coming 

of Jesus because there were very few humans with the authority 

to rebuke him and his angels. 

Now there are millions of people with the Authority in 

Christ necessary to stomp on the Devil's head and yet he has even 

more of a grip on humanity now than he ever did despite his 

potential opposition growing in astronomical numbers! That 

alone is a testament to the brilliance of the enemy we face! 

So how did the demonic pull something like this off? Well, they re-

invented their strategies on how they present themselves to 

humans. Once Jesus had died and rose again on the third day, 

N 
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Lucifer called a meeting of every wicked spirit from every corner 

of the Earth.  

In the days before Jesus (and for a while after) most of 

humanity believed in evil spirits. This is because they saw demons 

or they saw people controlled by demons everywhere they went. 

Remember, demons are as common and as present as air. Satan 

knew full well what the coming of the Holy Spirit to dwell in the 

hearts of men meant to him and his kingdom.  

It meant that these puny little meat-bags that God loved 

so much could now stand right up to him and rebuke him in their 

tiny voices and he would be obligated to submit to them because 

of the Holy Spirit that resided within them. Such a thing could 

really put a damper on his efforts to destroy as many souls as he 

could.  

However, said meat-bags could only rebuke him if they 

knew he was there. So the spiritual forces of darkness laid down 

some new rules. They would severely limit their direct interactions 

with humans. Manifestations would be used selectively and never 

in the presence of too many people. Instead of directly talking to 

humans, they would favor placing thoughts into their minds that 

way the foolish human would assume that the demon's thought 

was their own thought.  

The Devil and his angels slipped themselves into the 

pages of history, making their existence appear as nothing more 
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than a scary bedtime story from long ago. If nobody believed in 

them, then no one would try to resist them. 

In doing so the Devil simply changed the stage of his war 

against humanity. Instead seizing direct control of a person and 

using their body to incite fear and terror into communities, he 

would seize control of their minds and destroy them from within. 

In the end, the Devil still gets what he wants and he achieves this 

victory invisibly right under the nose of those who could stop him.  

Many 1/3 Christian churches have little to no idea about 

the schemes of the Devil or his angels. They have no idea who they 

are in Christ or what it means to have the Holy Spirit in their 

hearts. They have no idea what (through Christ) they are capable 

of. 

This is because the Devil has infiltrated their leadership 

and promotes his doctrines to the congregations. This narrow-

minded teachings either leave the demonic completely out or 

present them as bunch of weaklings who are confined to 

bothering people in third-world countries and are certainly no 

match for strong believers such as those seated in this 1/3 church. 

Obviously, this is done to stroke the ego of the church and keep 

them blinded and out of the Devil's affairs.  

The Devil and his angels are afraid of what might happen 

if those blindfolds were ever removed. They see Christians seated 

in a 1/3 church like several hundred nuclear warheads all with the 

potential to be activated and launched in their direction. That is 
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why they work tirelessly behind the scenes to suppress American 

Christians to the point of uselessness. They must convince their 

enemy that they are not at war and there is no need to use their 

God-given weaponry. 

A Christian blinded by the Devil is still eternally secure. 

Their faith is not in question. I'm certain they love Jesus and desire 

to follow Him. They are simply just ignorant to all the duties that 

come along with being a Christian. 

-Arming the Bombs- 

very professing Christian church should follow the 

model laid out by Jesus. Every single church should 

preach from the Word of the Lord. Instead of hiding 

from the big issues, they should address them directly. The Devil 

thrives on secrecy so we must shine a flashlight right in his ugly 

face.  

Every single church should have a healing ministry. As we 

said while discussing the Fear-Monger several chapters back, not 

every Christian is meant for every aspect of Ministry, rather God 

calls certain people to certain fields.  

It is the duty of the church to cross train their 

congregation in all fields of ministry however. Everyone should be 

made fully aware of who they are in Christ, what having the Holy 

Spirit means, and what they can do through Christ. Everyone 

E 
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should be taught about the presence and relevance of the 

demonic in the modern day world and everyone should be trained 

on how to facilitate Deliverance. I'm not saying every single 

member in a church will have an opportunity to exercise their 

Authority in Christ and send one (or ten) of Satan's minions back 

to Hell, but they should certainly know how to do it, if the Lord 

ever called them in to help one of His children. 

I grew up in a Christian church and attended a Christian 

school. Later on in life, I was directly confronted by a monster 

from the demonic realm and I had no idea what to do (other than 

freak the heck out).That should never have been the case. 

Finally, churches need to stop repeating all the lies of the Devil 

to their congregations. This would include: 

• Christians are invulnerable to the demonic 

• Rebuking a demon in the Name of Jesus is a fix-all 

• Spiritual gifts no longer exist 

• God does not speak to people like He used to 

• The Devil is an impersonal force of evil 

• Divine healing takes a special person or no longer 

happens 

• God no longer performs miracles 

• Christians cannot be deceived by the Devil 

• Christians cannot be controlled by the Devil 
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• Churches are a safe haven from the Devil 

• The Devil is not involved in the affairs of the church 

• Nothing supernatural happens in the United States 

• Going to church and being a good person is what being a 

Christian means 

• Evangelism is only for missionaries 

And so on and so forth. Those ideas that are often taught in 

the Christian churches are straight from the Devil's play book. 

There is nothing he wants out of a Believer more than for them to 

be a 1/3 Christian. 1/3 Christians pose no threat to the Devil and 

they are easily led astray. Every single church should practice all 

three branches of Jesus's ministry. Every church should have some 

who work in the field of healing, and some who work in the field 

of Deliverance.  

There should never be a church that exists without theses 

essential functions. The demonically controlled world is knocking 

on our door in desperation and we are the only Earthly bastion 

capable of resisting the Devil. Those lost travelers need our help! 

Let me leave you with this. 

Matthew 10:8- “Go and announce to them that the 

Kingdom of Heaven is near. Heal the sick, raise the dead, 

cure those with leprosy, and cast out demons. Give as freely 

as you have received!”  (NLT) 
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Like Jesus said- Do even greater things. This is you, and there 

isn't much time. Are you going to make a difference? 

 

 



 

Chapter 10 

Lighting the Maelstrom 

 

ou and I slump wearily against the wall of our 

observatory atop the Lighthouse after hours of 

battling the unrelenting Maelstrom. We have spent 

the last few days under constant icy rainfall, hail, and high winds 

all while doing our best to keep our light fueled and pointed into 

the sea. The Devil's Maelstrom has thrown everything it had at us, 

but in the end, we are still standing. 

Suddenly a bright white light splits the dark horizon in two 

and illuminates the entire sea, the shore, and all the lighthouses 

in a brilliant majestic radiance. Although the light is brighter than 

a thousand suns, you and I find that we can look directly into it 

and see clearly. It doesn't bother us in the slightest, rather, to us, 

it's warm and inviting.  

At the source of this light sits a large ship, so large in fact 

that we probably could fit our entire Lighthouse on its deck! The 

Y 
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ship does not have lanterns of any other lighting source on it, 

rather its hull is entirety is made out of pure white light woven 

together. 

The Maelstrom that has terrorized these waters for so 

long suddenly looks tiny and weak. The monsters, instead of 

howling in anger (as they did whenever you or I shined our light 

upon them), shriek in fear! The whole Maelstrom seems to 

shutter! All in a flash, the Maelstrom falls from the skies like 

lightning and collapses dramatically into the sea. 

The formerly fearsome beasts who destroyed countless 

souls from their twister of lies now bob in the icy waters 

helplessly. The White Ship sails towards the shore with blinding 

speed, running over The Devil's snakes and scorpions and crushing 

their skulls. 

Once the White Ship has neared the shoreline, it halts and 

a young man steps from the deck and onto the surface of the 

water! The fading breeze catches his long brown hair as He makes 

His way inland. He walks gracefully upon the waves toward us as 

if they were frozen! Upon His appearance, all of the storm 

instantly ceases. The clouds part and the sun beams through 

reflecting upon the waters like glass. 

The Man on the Water calls out to the Lighthouses that 

have remained lit and fought back the storm. The occupants of 

the faithful watchtowers see their Master calling to them and they 

come rushing down to the seashore and straight out on the 
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surface to the water to their Lord. He greats them and proudly 

tells each one of them “Well done!” 

Our friend, Jesus, The Wrecking Ball Operator, now 

turned Ship Captain, looks up at you and I as He turns to leave and 

nods His head in approval. We nod back understanding that it is 

not our time to come with Him yet. We will keep on fighting the 

good fight until one day, our Lord returns for us. 

As for the dark lighthouses; they are still too busy 

worshiping God in the comfort of their parlors to be bothered 

enough to come outside and see the White Ship or the One who 

sails it. As the ship departs, a few of the dark lighthouse occupants 

notice the stillness outdoors and rush down to the seashore! 

“Lord! Lord!” they cry. “Wait for us!” 

From the deck of the ship, The Captain softly shakes His head 

“Truly I tell you, I never knew you.” 
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-Until We Meet Again- 

ow that we have seen their faces and know what their 

sinister roles are, let's light up the Monsters that 

Walk Among Us and expose their hidden evil for all to 

see! No longer will we allow them to terrorize the word and hide 

in the darkness! 

We need to embrace the reality that our struggle is not 

against mankind, but against the demonic, the spiritual forces of 

darkness who work tirelessly day and night, towards our 

destruction. As Followers of Jesus, we make up the Earthly 

resistance to this spiritual tyranny that plagues countless souls all 

around us.  

Calling all Christians to the top of their lighthouses! We 

are at war! We have been tasked by our Lord and Savior to be the 

light of the World and the Devil is determined to snuff out that 

light. We cannot afford to “play it safe” and hide out in the 

comfort of the parlor because there are people ensnared by the 

demonic all around us and the Lord has given us the authority and 

the ability to help these poor souls find their freedom and find 

their Savior, Jesus. We must shine our lights out into the world so 

that the lost will see our light and know that it comes not from us, 

but from our Father in Heaven. 

Imagine if instead of just a handful of lit lighthouse's, the 

entire shoreline shown radiantly into the dark skies, illuminating 

N 
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the Maelstrom for all to see. The Devil might find himself blinded 

for a change! 

We can do this. In Christ we are more than conquerors, a 

mighty force to be reckoned with. I encourage you to talk about 

the hard things with your fellow believer's like spiritual warfare, 

mental illness, suicide , or lust. Remember, the demonic thrives 

on secrecy and it is in secret that they destroy us one by one. 

Don't be the 1/3 Christian that the Devil wants you to be. 

Thanks for coming along on yet another crazy adventure! 

I've really enjoyed hanging out with you again! Maybe next time 

we will do something a little less dangerous than chilling at the top 

of a lighthouse during a tornado or watching the Devil on TV. 

Regardless, I'm sure we will meet again in Monsters Walk Among 

Us III- What Crazy Metaphors can I Come up with This Time? 

(working title).  

 

Let's stay in touch! My contact information is located in 

the back of this book. You can email me with any 

questions/comments/ or concerns you might have about any of 

the materiel we discussed, or you can just say hi. 

Writing both of these books to you has been the most 

rewarding experience of my life. Your support and 

encouragement means the world to me. 



Chapter 10- Lighting the Maelstrom 
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Hey, I hate to run but there's a whole sea of lost souls in my 

community in need of the freedom and love of our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. Time to fire up that Lighthouse! 

 

Well, goodbye for now, and remember, Monsters STILL walk 

among us! Are you ready to face them?  
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Monsters Walk Among Us 

I- A Believer’s Guide to 

Dealing with the Devil 

Preview 

Chapter 1- A Girl Named Jane 

 

vil visited my home on a chilly fall evening last year. 

Prior to that night, I did not believe in the presence of 

monsters in the modern world. Now I see them 

everywhere. My hope is that by the end of this book, you'll see 

them too. My name is Jeremiah, and the story you're about to 

read is true. 

My journey begins a few months before that fateful 

autumn night. Let's wind the clock back a year. My story takes 

place in Indiana beginning in the summertime of 2017.  

It was during that summer that I relocated to West Lafayette, for 

a new job. I now found myself living two hours away from my cozy 

hometown and everyone I knew. Not a terrible distance, but the 

E 
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large city atmosphere was definitely a noticeable change of pace 

from the sleepy little town of Warsaw. 

Indiana doesn't exactly have a reputation for being 

particularly exciting, I'm aware. However, I would soon discover 

that lurking among the endless cornfields, in the dead of the night, 

were unfathomable terrors. 

It was during my time spent in the central part of the 

state, that I would encounter a person who would open my eyes 

to the presence of in-bodied evil in the modern world.  

When I first met Jane, she seemed just as normal as any 

young woman in her early twenties. She was a senior in college, 

she had roommates and a dog. Jane was passionate about music 

and she also cared deeply for nature. Jane was fun-loving and 

smart. She was full of life and a joy to be around. However, there 

was more to Jane than what presented itself on the surface. 

After hanging out with Jane for a few weeks, she began to 

tell me some strange stories. I had known from the start that Jane 

was a late night, caffeine drinking, gamer girl, but the chilling 

explanation she gave to her insomniac lifestyle was unusual to say 

the least. 

Jane revealed to me that she experienced strange and 

often terrifying things late at night when she was alone in her 

bedroom if she dared to try and sleep. Jane told me of dreams 

that she would have about abandoned buildings, ruins, and towns. 

Sometimes these places would resemble a war-torn version of her 
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childhood home, her college campus, or a combination of familiar 

places from her past. Jane was never alone in her visits to these 

phantom landscapes. 

Often, Jane would encounter silent ghostly versions of 

people that she knew. While other times the faces she would see 

were unfamiliar as if they were nothing more than fellow lost 

souls wandering this strange astro-plane. There were other things 

there too. 

Among the empty buildings and ruins, lurked strange tall 

creatures often donned in long flowing robes. These tall beings 

would chase Jane and the others, capture them, torture them, or 

whisper horrifying things in their ears. Although the faces of these 

humanoid terrors were almost entirely covered by their hoods, 

there was one chiseled feature that Jane could clearly make out. 

Their smiles.  

Among these hideous monsters, lurked one creature that 

stood out from all the others. His robe was solid black, and on his 

head, he wore a flashing golden crown. 

Jane went on to tell me that these creatures would often 

hurt her in her sleep. She sometimes would awaken with 

unexplained bruises, burns, and scratches that were parallel to 

injuries she would sustain during her nightmare. On rare 

occasions, she would discover cruel bite marks on her body.  

On some nights when Jane would awaken from these night 

terrors, she would swear that just for a second, she would see one 
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of these horrors, in her room, in our world, standing at the foot of 

her bed. Standing, staring, and smiling. 

My entire life, I had always had a fascination for the 

paranormal. It was during my junior year of high school that 

myself and two friends set out on a quest to visit every allegedly 

haunted place in Indiana. Equipped with a video camera, we had 

made it our mission to prove the existence of ghosts and ghouls 

(we even hunted a troll at some point). We failed abysmally. 

After several months and over one hundred hours of 

video, we had tromped through every cemetery, abandoned 

building, forest and church in the Hoosier state. We found 

nothing.  

I was also a horror movie junkie. I loved it all! Anything 

from the old classic monster movies, like A Nightmare on Elm St. 

and Friday the 13th, to the more modern (and much more 

frightening) movies like Insidious, Paranormal Activity, and The 

Conjuring.  

So naturally, I was fascinated with these elaborate horror 

stories that Jane would tell me. I marveled at the great detail in 

which she would describe the places she would journey to and the 

monsters that she would encounter in her sleep.  

To Jane, this was reality (not to mention, terrifying). To me, it was 

just an interesting story and nothing more. I never fathomed that 

the apparitions that haunted Jane at night could be real. 
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My opinion on the matter changed in late September, on 

the night that the evil residing all around us revealed itself to me. 

Jane had come over to my apartment for dinner that evening. We 

made plans to make Italian grilled cheese and play video games. 

Unbeknownst to me, Jane was in rough shape when she arrived 

at my place. Earlier that day, her ex-boyfriend (whom she had 

recently broken up with) had informed her that he had never truly 

cared for her and had only used her for sex. Ouch. 

So obviously Jane was not the happiest of campers. She 

painted on a brave face and attempted to make conversation and 

even laughed at my terrible jokes, but she began to really fall apart 

by the end of dinner.  

Jane had been diagnosed with severe anxiety the year 

before. During times of heightened emotion and stress, she would 

sometimes have anxiety attacks. At a glance, these attacks looked 

like mini seizures often accompanied by difficulty breathing. I had 

seen Jane have a very mild attack once before.  

After dinner, I went into the kitchen to clean up and wash 

the dishes. Although I did not know exactly what was wrong, I 

could sense Jane was in a great state of hurt. She had retreated to 

the living room to watch TV and I thought it would be best to give 

her a chance to relax that forced smile. Once the dishes were 

dried and put away, I went into the living room.  

What awaited me around the corner would change my life 

forever. 
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Jane wasn’t sitting or lounging on the couch as I expected 

she would be. The TV had been switched to some infomercial 

channel and was now silently flashing eerie light about the dark 

room. Jane was just standing there looking blankly into the screen. 

Just standing, staring, and smiling.  

She was completely frozen like this. This scene could have 

been plucked straight from a horror movie! It was an unsettling 

sight to say the least. I went over to her and attempted to talk to 

her. She didn’t respond. She didn’t even blink.  

I took her arm and gave her a small shake to try to snap 

her out of whatever trance-like state she was in. She didn’t 

respond to that either.  

This is a tad strange right? What would you do if one of 

your friends suddenly became an incoherent statue bearing a 

twisted grin?  

Suddenly, Jane came back to life! Paying no attention to 

me, she turned and made a mad dash into my bedroom and threw 

herself on my bed. Upon landing on my mattress, Jane began 

having an anxiety attack. Her whole body convulsed. She began 

having what appeared to be a seizure on my bed. 

Like I stated earlier, I had seen Jane have an anxiety attack once 

before however, this one was far more severe. The first anxiety 

incident I had witnessed only involved a small amount of shaking.  

Not knowing exactly what to do, I gave her space and 

made certain that she did not fall off the bed. As she thrashed 
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about, her breathing also turned into a vicious gasp and she 

clutched at her throat. Her eyes slammed shut and she passed 

out. Her body, however, continued to convulse violently, even 

though she was unconscious. I stood there feeling rather helpless. 

I decided that I would wait one minute and then call 911. 

All at once, Jane stopped shaking and sat straight up. Her 

eyes opened and began scanning the room. She appeared to be 

very confused, like she had no idea where she was at. I thought 

everything was okay and the anxiety attack had passed.  

This is almost an exact quote (as well as I remember) of what 

transpired next.  

Me: “Are you okay?” 

Jane: “Where did Jane go?” 

Me: (Very confused) “What?” 

Jane: “Jane. I’m looking for her.” 

Me: “Jane, are you okay?” 

(a twisted smile began to creep up Jane's face) 

Jane: “She’s told you about me, hasn’t she?” 

Me: “Uh….???” 
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Jane: “I’m the black thing she sees in her dreams.” 

Me: “Um, no I’m not sure who you are, but I’m sure Jane will be 

back any minute” (I didn’t know what to say so this stupid 

sentence is what came out). 

Jane: (laughs) “I tried to hurt her.” 

After that Jane (or rather the black thing) laughed and 

vanished away into the night. Jane's body collapsed onto the bed 

like a rag doll. In a flash, Jane sat straight back up, awake and 

screaming. She began to spew about a “dream” that she just had, 

involving the black thing. During this dream, the black thing had 

locked her in a concrete room and left.  

I was dumbfounded. My entire body was shaking. I could 

barely put words together to make a sentence. I don’t think I had 

ever experienced fear like the raw terror I felt that night.  

Those creatures that haunted Jane’s dreams were real! The crown 

wearing monster in black had literally just revealed itself to me, 

right here, in my apartment, on my bed!  

My mind swirled in a state of disbelief at what I had just 

seen.  After I had composed myself, I told Jane what had 

happened while she was unconscious. She was definitely 

concerned and terrified, but she had not seen what I had seen. 

She had not seen her body come to life while she was unconscious 
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and introduce itself as “the black thing from the dreams”. Also, 

this was not her first rodeo with the supernatural. 

I was utterly disturbed. Little did I know, this was only the 

beginning. The Monster was just warming up. 

 

-Shadows and Denial- 

 

s I mentioned a little earlier, I have always had a 

fascination with the paranormal ever since I was very 

young. Growing up, I lived on an old farm in 

Rochester that had been constructed in the late 1870s. 

Since the buildings were already over 100 years old when my 

family purchased the farm in 1997, the house had to undergo an 

extensive remodel before we could move in.  

It was during this time that my little brother (who was 

three) began telling us elaborate stories of a monster that lurked 

about the house and the outbuildings. He referred to it as “big 

shadow”.  

This “big shadow” was often spotted by my brother 

peering out the kitchen windows while we were playing outside, 

or in our bedrooms at night, standing over us as we slept. I never 

saw the creature myself. 

A 
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Often, my little brother would be heard talking out loud 

while he was in a room by himself. When we asked him why he 

was talking to himself, he explained to us that he was talking to 

the “the people that lived in the ceiling”. He also mentioned 

hearing a voice screaming, “I didn’t do it!” on more than one 

occasion.  

I spoke with my brother about the “big shadow” episode 

recently, while writing this book. While he did not recall seeing a 

shadowy figure creeping about, he said that he distinctly recalls 

hearing voices that would come out of an old chandelier that hung 

in the kitchen and was original to the house. He also said he would 

have nightmares frequently during that time, and feel hands 

grabbing at him while he slept. 

During this episode, both my parents downplayed the 

incident and told my little brother that “big shadow” was not real 

and was all his imagination. However, over two decades later and 

long after we had moved out of that house, my father revealed to 

me that both he and my mother had actually been a bit more 

concerned than they had let on. They hid this in order not to 

frighten my siblings and me. 

My father said that on many occasions he would hear or 

see strange things in that house at night. While cleaning out the 

old barn loft, my father discovered a message painted crudely on 

the wall that warned of the presence of spirits in the home. 
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One guest that visited our home around that time, swore 

she saw a dark figure standing on our back porch and she left right 

away. While she told this to my parents at the time, I only found 

out about it recently.  

After we moved in, my father began playing Christian 

music round the clock throughout the house. We began reading 

our Bibles and praying regularly out loud. After a while, “big 

shadow” and the “people who live in the ceiling” were heard from 

and remembered no more. 

I still remain fascinated with that experience to this day. 

The potential ghostly presence in my childhood home was only 

interesting to me, not frightening.  

What I had experienced with Jane that September night 

was absolutely terrifying. The next morning, I made the two-hour 

drive back to Warsaw. After Jane left, I had turned every single 

light on in my apartment and stayed up watching TV all night. (like 

a scared little kid)  

As I drove back home, my hands were still shaking so bad 

that I had to really hang on to the steering wheel to avoid drifting 

into oncoming traffic. I mentally pulled up my catalog of horror 

movie experience and began to compare notes with everything 

that Jane had told me about her nightmares and the events of last 

night.  

It didn’t take me long to put a name to the “black thing 

from the dreams” that had introduced itself to me. Demon. 
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Everything pointed to this. All the signs were there! The 

nightmares, the figures with robes and crowns, the violent 

seizure. It all added up. 

As you may have guessed from that little peak into my 

childhood earlier, I grew up in a Christian household. I remember 

reading stories about demons from the Bible when I was younger. 

The New Testament elaborated about these creatures and how 

they would possess and control people. It even directly 

mentioned demons throwing victims to the ground and causing 

seizures. Crazy stuff, right?  

I did believe in the Bible and in God, but I had never really 

given much thought to the existence of devils and demons in the 

real world. To me they seemed like villains from the pages of a 

story book. Something that once was.  

As the day went on, I began to mentally downplay what I 

had seen the night before. I began making excuses and trying to 

logically explain everything. After all, I hadn’t seen Jane float, or 

make inhuman sounds, or exhibit super human strength. Nothing 

in the apartment had moved by itself.  

By late afternoon, I had almost successfully convinced 

myself that what had happened to Jane was simply some sort of 

mental disorder. A case of split personality perhaps. 

My sister works in the psychiatry field, so I called her and told her 

what I had experienced. I was hoping for a “Oh yeah that’s totally 

normal! I see people like this all the time!”  That’s not what I got. 
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On the contrary, she told me it sounded like demonic 

possession. I presented my multiple personality disorder theory 

to her and she promptly shot it down. She said she had met many 

a patient with multiple personality disorder and they behave 

nothing like this. 

I hung up the phone and shook off what I had just heard. 

What I saw could not have been demonic possession! That's so 

crazy! This was Indiana we were talking about, not a third world 

country! Jane was a normal American college student, not some 

witch doctor living in a mud hut! 

I stayed in Warsaw with a friend for a few days after my 

encounter with “the black thing from the dreams”. We played 

video games, watched movies, and scarfed down deep-fried 

comfort food. I was trying to pretend like nothing had happened. 

That’s how I wanted it.  

When I returned home to my little brick West Lafayette 

apartment, I found it to be in a disaster state. It looked like I had 

rushed away due to a flash flood or a bomb threat. All the lights 

were still on. Clothes were scattered everywhere due to my 

rushed packing. I even left a faucet running!  

So, I cleaned it up. I had reached the decision to ignore 

what had transpired and move on with my life. I didn’t see Jane 

for a little while after that. When I did, I told her what my sister 

had said. She didn’t care much and neither did I. We went on with 

our lives pretending that nothing had happened. 
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We still hung out frequently and nothing strange happened for 

about a month. We couldn’t hide from it forever though.  

On an October night, just a few days before Halloween, 

the Monster would visit my home once more.  And it would not 

appreciate being ignored.  

 

 

Be sure to read Monsters Walk Among Us Volume 1- A Believer’s 

Guide to Dealing with the Devil. Available online worldwide from 

most major retailers. 



 

-Contact Information- 

To contact me directly via email- (typical response time is 24 
hours) 

monsterswalkamongus@outlook.com 

Check out my website! I regularly add new content. 

www.monsterswalkamongus.com 
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  -Where to Buy-  

Additional copies of this book and its predecessor can be 
purchased on the following websites: 

Amazon.com (recommended) 

• Paperback-12.99 USD 

• e-book-4.99 USD 

• AudioBook-18.00 USD 

Barnes and Noble (barnesandnoble.com) 

• Paperback-12.99 USD 

• Hardcover-24.99 USD 

• e-book- 4.99 USD 

Walmart.com/e-books (Kobo) 

• e-book-4.99 USD 

Books-A-Million.com (BAM) 

• Paperback 12.99 USD 

This book is also available in select Christian bookstores and select 
public libraries. Also available from many other online merchants 

Alternatively, you may email me for additional copies of this book. 
I usually have a few on hand and am more than happy to send 
them to you at no cost.  

Ebook version of both volumes of Monsters Walk Among Us 
available for free at monsterswalkamongus.com. 
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Thanks for reading! 
 

Jeremiah Ryan 

 


